July 2007

North Buckhead
North Buckhead Newsletter

Page 1

Civic Association Newsletter
PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342

July 2007

www.nbca.org

Mailed four times each year to over 3,400 North Buckhead homes

But Did It Rain Here?

Sidewalks for Land O’Lakes

We have a bad drought and water is being rationed,
at least for outside use. It is the weekend and you
wonder if you really need to get out and water your
grass and plants. The TV said the airport and other
parts of town got rain recently, but did it rain here?

By Robert Cook, Sidewalks Committee Chair

Did you know that North Buckhead has its own miniweather station, accessible from the Internet? The
weather station is located in the Blue Heron Nature
Preserve by Nancy Creek, near the Rickenbacker
Drive bridge. It’s run by the US Geological Service
and is funded by the City. We link to it from our
web site at www.nbca.org/weather.
The site is updated every hour or so and provides up
to 31 days of data for several water quality-related
statistics, two of which are very useful to residents.
Unfortunately, air temperature is not included.
But for drought-worried residents, local precipitation, measured to the nearest 1/100th of an inch, is
important. See the example below of a eight-day
precipitation graph from the web site below. If you
look carefully you can see each rain event: 1/5” on
July 1, a tiny amount on July 3 and 3/4” during the
morning of July 8.
Precipitation, total, inches
Most recent instantaneous value: 0.00 07-08-2007 14:15

The next significant sidewalk project for North
Buckhead is scheduled to start in July, with work
being completed in a few weeks thereafter. The
planned sidewalk will conform to the city-wide
sidewalk standard. It will be five feet in width and
will run along Land O’Lakes Drive from Sheldon
Drive to Roswell Road. This project is a continuation
of the current sidewalk that runs from Sarah Smith
School to Sheldon. We certainly appreciate Councilman Howard Shook’s perseverance and initiative in
assembling the funding and support for these
important sidewalks. Likewise we appreciate Public
Works’ Femi Fayemi’s help in getting them installed.
A letter detailing the scope of work and anticipated
impact to property owners has been mailed. As with
all sidewalk projects, homeowners are encouraged to
save plants and landscaping proactively in advance of
this project — should they so choose. This will help
ensure a smooth project implementation and will
minimize the loss of desirable landscape features
within the North Buckhead neighborhood.
If you would like to discuss this project or other
sidewalk issues/requests, please feel free to
contact your neighborhood civic association
representative Robert Cook at 404-822-7978 or via
e-mail at robert.h.cook@att.net.
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Traffic Report
By Robert Sarkissian, NBCA Traffic Committee Chair
It doesn’t seem that long ago that North Buckhead
was especially attractive because its residents could
experience city life without feeling trapped by traffic congestion. But even back then, it was pretty
well accepted that Friday afternoon was taboo for
making any trek involving access to 400, both
southbound or to points north of 285.
Over the last few years an entire transformation
has unfolded before our eyes to the extent that I
feel justified to proclaim that “Every Day in Buckhead is a Friday Traffic Day in Buckhead”. Reality
has caught up with us despite assurances that our
infrastructure was theoretically capable of handling
the influx of new traffic resulting from saturating
the Peachtree/Lenox/Phipps/Piedmont area with
condos and high-density housing.
Much of the traffic burden is created by people
trying to get into or out of our neighborhood. The
idealized notion that creating mixed-use development would decrease traffic since much of what
anyone needs would be within walking distance, à la
New York City, sounded very appealing. But, what
many planners overlook is the actual behavior of
traffic when it is impeded by non-synchronized restrictions. What you end up with is a big mess. Just
about every major intersection with the exception
of West Wieuca/Wieuca/Roswell Road and Habersham/Piedmont/Roswell Road now requires police
assistance during the rush hours. Worse, there is
no real estate available to widen or augment overloaded roads — for the most part, we need to learn
to live with what we have and use it more wisely.
Our board has been very active in pursuing some
relief. We believe that many of the headaches we
experience in the evening hours are due to an overwhelming southbound exodus that backs up 400 at
times to the toll booths and affects any other parallel routes such as Lenox and Piedmont. Those backups in turn create nightmares for Peachtree where
offices near the Atlanta Financial Center have to
hire Atlanta Police to meter the traffic.
Unfortunately, these off-duty police officers hired
by the business complexes serve those who pay

NBCA Standing Meetings

(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month (Changed)
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of month
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian
oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444

them, often letting a dozen cars zip into traffic
while delaying hundreds or thousands. Our board
thinks that the City should establish uniform policies and supervision of rent-a-cops so that they also
serve the broader public’s traffic needs, not just
those of one commercial development.
One blatant infrastructure deficiency that NBCA
has mentioned many times is the lack of access to
85 north from 400 south. Though this is outside of
North Buckhead, resulting congestion causes backups into our neighborhood. Fixing the 400/85 interchange won’t alleviate all of our problems but it will
offer some relief. We are putting a full court press
to ensure this intersection gets the attention it
needs to become a priority for the 400 corridor initiatives. As this newsletter goes to press, we have
seen encouraging press reports that the Georgia
DOT is doing preliminary planning for a project to
complete the 400/85 interchange — what encouraging news! Until then (and perhaps longer), the future is here to stay.

“SLOW DOWN” Signs Available. Contact
Robert Sarkissian: oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-

504-9444. These signs cost NBCA $2 each— small
contributions will be accepted but are not required.
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Annual Meeting Provides Valuable Information
Several days after North Buckhead’s annual meeting
on March 27, Atlanta’s television stations announced
that the “ring robbers” who had victimized women in
the area had been apprehended. People who had
attended our meeting were not surprised, because
Major James Sellers had stated that important
news about the situation would be announced soon.
We also learned that crime in Zone 2 (our precinct)
had been reduced in the past year by over 11%. Major Sellers, along with wife Valerie, a sergeant in
the Atlanta Police Department, now reside in North
Buckhead; so a number of neighbors got to meet and
talk to them.

taxes, and traffic”. City Council members-at-large
Mary Norwood and H. Lamar Willis made comments.

Major Sellers was one of our featured speakers.
Scotty Greene, Executive Director of the Buckhead
CID (Community Improvement District) was the
other. Scotty explained how a property tax from
local commercial properties helps to fund community
improvement projects that the city either does not
pay for or does not entirely pay for. This includes
“the buc” (see page 9), landscaping, police assistance, and efforts towards the development of the
Peachtree Corridor. He discussed the vision for the
Peachtree Corridor: traffic lanes, how the lanes
would be used, a possible streetcar system, landscaping for a tree-lined boulevard, and the like.

About 80 neighbors attended the meeting, held at
Wieuca Road Baptist Church. They met new people,
socialized, ate an enjoyable dinner provided by the
association, heard interesting speakers, and learned
valuable information. We especially wish to thank
Rita Christopher, Robert Sarkissian, and Fe Nievera,
who were called upon at the last minute to cater for
the occasion, and came through with delectable and
varied food and drink.

Howard Shook, our city councilman, praised the
agenda for addressing “the holy trinity — crime,

Walda Lavroff addressed the gathering about zoning challenges, and Robert Sarkissian spoke of traffic accomplishments. While much remains to be
done (see article on page 2), a number of the traffic
goals set in 2001, when the traffic committee was
organized, have been met, such as installing speed
calming and traffic metering measures on a number
of neighborhood streets; better signage for pedestrian crossings, particularly around Sarah Smith Elementary; and increased police enforcement on
Wieuca, Old Ivy, and Loridans.

We also wish to recognize the businesses which
sponsored our annual meeting:
• Hal N Arnold, D.M.D., M.S.
• Carol Cahill – Harry Norman Realtors
• Diazo Specialty Blueprint, Inc.
• FIX-IT-4U, LLC Remodeling & Handyman Services

TUXEDO
PHARMACY

“I’m Sold on North Buckhead!”

I’ve been the
North Buckhead
area
residential real
estate specialist
since 1975. Let me
put my experience
to work for you!

Buckhead * Brookhaven * Sandy Springs

164 W. Wieuca Rd
U Open 7 Days a Week
U Delivery Service
U We Accept Most Insurance Plans
U Durable Medical Equipment
and Diabetic Supplies
U Gifts, Greeting Cards, Jewelry
& More

NATALIE SPALDING
(O) 404/814-9000
(H) 404/231-0646

404-255-3022

TuxedoPharmacy.net
24 Hour Phone & Internet Refills
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Condo Corner

New Playgrounds Committee

By Piper Harris and Michelle Kish
Homeowners at One Buckhead Loop

By Mandy LeCompte
NBCA Playgrounds Committee Secretary

The condo market has definitely expanded in the
Buckhead area. Having lived in a luxury high-rise for
over ten years, I was thrilled to be invited along
with my neighbor Michelle Kish to the recent NBCA
Board meeting. Neither she nor I knew what to expect upon arrival; we became enlightened while
there. We were pleased to discover all the wonderful dynamics of the association and how they benefit our neighborhood.
Since the condo market makes up a large percentage
of North Buckhead, it seems very important for
homeowners to get involved with our community.
The NBCA promotes the common good and general
welfare of homeowners of the North Buckhead area
for the mutual enjoyment and benefit of its residents, preservation of quality of life, and spirit of
community. The NBCA provides a forum for the full
and free discussion of all matters of interest to the
residents of North Buckhead.
We felt that the meeting was extremely educational
and informative. After leaving we realized the importance of getting the word out to condo owners
about the NBCA. We would like to encourage more
condominium owners to get involved. The condo
population is ever growing and our voice as homeowners needs to be heard in the community. The NBCA
is just the place to do it.

We are delighted that, in addition to their help with
NBCA’s Membership Committee, Piper and Michelle
have volunteered to be co-chairs of NBCA’s Social
Committee.

Would you like to be able to walk to the park with
your kids? Are you looking for another selling point
when listing your house? There’s hope on the horizon.
In June, North Buckhead neighbors formed a new
Playgrounds Committee to address one of our
neighborhood’s significant deficiencies — there are
no public playgrounds in North Buckhead. With the
exception of the playground at Chastain Park, all
existing city playgrounds are located south of our
large neighborhood. To put it another way, the entire northern part of Atlanta has PDS (playground
deficiency syndrome) — see the amazing map at
www.nbca.org/playgrounds.
If you want to work towards getting neighborhood
playgrounds, please join our committee. Contact
Zeb Bradford, zebbrad@bellsouth.net, 404-2660988; or Mandy LeCompte, 404-386-6839 and
mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com, to sign up for the
committee or to share your thoughts or concerns
regarding establishment of a North Buckhead playground.
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Restaurant Review: Marcello’s
For those of us who can remember living in a town
or gyros. They are some of the best I’ve ever had.
bestowed with dining establishments that were
Selections for lunch range from pizza to salads to
owned and run by family members, where you were
subs to entrees. Dinners are very reasonably priced
addressed on a first name basis and could actually
from just under $9 to about $13. Salads are around
order by stating “the usual”, we are fortunate to
$6-$9.
have such a neighborhood restaurant ... Marcello’s.
Their pizzas have a nice thin crust that isn’t too
Located in the Tuxedo Festival Shopping Center,
doughy, and are very similar to pizza served in the
they are open from 11 AM to 10 PM
New York metro area. All of the
Monday through Saturday and 5 PM
sauces are made fresh daily. As if
Marcello’s
until 10 PM on Sundays. Delivery
17 types of pizza weren’t enough,
3655 Roswell Road
for just about anything on their
you can create your own with any
menu within a two mile radius is
Atlanta GA 30342
combination you desire.
available. Beer and wine are served
404-239-9733
My favorites are their salads, the
and the atmosphere is casual.
www.marcellospizzaandsubs.com chef salad or the mozzarella salad
In a city where restaurants tend to
in particular, both of which are
come and go, Marcello’s has been in the same locaunlike any other traditional varieties I’ve tasted. I
tion for over 23 years, having been the first tenant
attribute that to the dressing which I’m told is an
in the then newly constructed Tuxedo Festival
old family recipe made fresh daily.
Shopping Center. The two brothers Julian and
Also check out their sister establishment located in
Marcello have been together in the restaurant busithe same shopping center, The Buckhead Italian
ness for over 25 years. You’ll be greeted and
Market. There you will find the finest of imported
treated in a manner reminiscent of places you
specialties and a deli that can only be bested in Litthought only existed in movies or on television. The
tle Italy. They offer the best antipasto plates I’ve
servers there really enjoy what they are doing and
ever had and they will gladly cater your next party.
it shows.
They offer a wide variety of traditional Italian
dishes, but please don’t overlook their toasted subs

—Robert Sarkissian

Corrected Ad—The ad included in the printed edition was incorrect. —Ed.
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Rain — Continued
(Continued from page 1)

The other valuable statistic is “Gage height, feet”,
which in plain English means “how high did Nancy
Creek get?” The graph below shows the gage height
for the same eight-day period in July. Note the
creek rose late on July 6 even though we had no rain
— it must have rained upstream in DeKalb County.

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
By Sue Certain
Have you ever been the new kid on the block? When
you don’t know anybody, everything is strange and
new, and you miss your old friends and neighbors…
and you wonder: what are these people like? Are
they friendly? Where will I fit in? We have all
been in this position, at one time or another.
North Buckhead now has a New Neighbor Greeting
Committee. It is headed up by Rita Christopher and
Susan Richardson, and its goal is to make our new
neighbors feel welcome. To this end, the committee
has put together a package for our latest arrivals.
The package includes a welcome booklet, “newcomer”
magazines, an Atlanta map, a copy of NBCA’s newsletter, and, last but not least, a small bag of chocolate chip cookies. So far, 317 of these packages
have been distributed.

We think many will find this site interesting and
valuable. We suggest that you add NBCA’s weather
page to your browser’s bookmarks (favorites) list.
Then you will be able to find out the answer to the
question quickly, “But did it rain here?”

Blue Heron Preserve
We don’t have an article about either the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve or our Community Garden in
this issue, but if you are interested, there is an interesting article about our neighborhood’s Blue
Heron Nature Preserve in the July 2007 edition of
Intown Atlanta monthly. The Blue Heron article is
on page 32 of the Buckhead print edition of Intown
Atlanta or you can look at it on-line by going to page
10 of www.atlantaintownpaper.com/issue/index.php.

Much credit goes to Rita for coordinating this effort; to Susan, for creating the handbook (entitled
“Welcome to the Neighborhood!”); and to Gordon
Certain, for updating and printing the booklets.
Rita states, “I hope new neighbors will contact me if
they haven’t received a package. They can reach me
by e-mail (ritachristopher@bellsouth.net) or at
home at 404-237-5878.” We hope that newcomers
will soon feel at home here in North Buckhead.

Advertise in this
Newsletter
H x W
1-issue
$75
2” x 3.5”
4.5” x 3.5”
$150
Business Member* -

4-issues
$250
$500
$50

* See list at top of page 14

Our next issue is the October issue — editorial
cutoff will be roughly mid-September

Contact Gordon Certain
at
gordon@nbca.org
The fine print: New ads will be included on a spaceavailable basis with preference given to those with North
Buckhead businesses. Ads will be accepted for publication
at the discretion of NBCA. While NBCA's last four newsletter editions of 2006 were 16 pages long and were mailed/
delivered to about 3500 addresses, we cannot guarantee that
future newsletter distributions won't be larger or smaller.
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Land Use/Zoning Committee

Sponsor NBCA’s Web Site!

By Walda Lavroff, Chair

Our association's web site (www.nbca.org) is over
nine years old and has been amazingly popular. During this time we have gotten many compliments
about our site. If you want a prestigious place to
place your ad, consider our home page. You can do
that by becoming our web site's sponsor.

In our last report, we mentioned that as land becomes scarcer in North Buckhead builders are venturing into property which they previously avoided
because of topographical and/or flooding issues.
We see this trend continuing. With the Zoning Committee’s urging, NBCA President Gordon Certain has
asked authorities to conduct a much-needed flood
study of the Nancy Creek Basin area — see page 12.
The AJC reported June 28, 2007: ”Atlanta speeds
up process to issue building permits”. While the content of the report is welcome news to many applicants, our L/Z committee has been experiencing
what appear to be negative effects of this speed
track, such as incomplete applications; errors in submitted surveys; incorrect staking and placement of
structures for which lot lines have to be adjusted
via variances.
Applications which previously would have been rejected at City Hall have come to us for variances.
For some of the most egregious requests, such as a
10 foot high brick wall with 12 foot columns along an
entire subdivision on Peachtree Dunwoody, the active participation of adjacent property owners was
critical to bring about effective opposition and
eventual withdrawal. (The wall was replaced by landscaping.)
We are also seeing more applications for variances
within subdivisions where allowed lot coverage has
been maxed out by oversized houses whose owners
wish to add outdoor amenities such as swimming
pools by encroaching into required pervious set back
areas. Decreasing pervious surfaces of lots tends
to contribute to already serious run-off problems in
our area. Your involvement as property owners in
the application review process is more needed than
ever.

Please make your bid by mail only to NBCA, P. O. Box
420391, Atlanta, GA 30342. Bids must be received
on or before Saturday, August 22, 2007. There
is a $500 minimum bid and the highest bid wins.
Last year’s winning bid was $1425. The term of
sponsorship is one year, beginning September 1,
2007. NBCA reserves the right to reject bids by
sponsors it deems inappropriate.
Thanks to our charter sponsor Jackie Goodman of
RE/MAX Realtors and subsequent sponsors: Carol
Cahill of Harry Norman Realtors, The Hinsons of
RE/MAX Realtors,Tom Hicks of Ivy Realty, and our
current sponsor Frank Nelson of Dorsey Alston
Realtors.

NBCA Elections
All directors standing for re-election at our Annual
Meeting were re-elected. In April, the board reelected all incumbent officers.
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Volunteers Help NBCA Flourish
By Fe C. Nievera, NBCA Volunteer Coordinator
Nationwide, more than 109 million American adults
become volunteers every year and contribute about
2.4 billion hours to our society at a total value of at
least $7.7 billion.
Voluntary organizations are not all the same. Some
non-profits have paid staff who do the administrative and daily work, with their boards setting policy
and making management decisions. NBCA is, however, a purely voluntary organization, except for an
occasional encounter with the legal system. Its
board and other members do all tasks, from policy
and management to day-to-day work (such as stuffing envelopes and selling Christmas trees), without
any financial compensation. Our association’s income
comes from membership dues, contributions, and
proceeds from the Christmas Tree Sale. The income goes for publishing this newsletter, social
events, the expenses of our various committees and
other services to the neighborhood.
As with any human endeavor, people support organizations which provide recognizable contributions to
their quality of life. The continuing growth of NBCA
(which now has over 750 members) is in large part
due to the efforts of its board of directors and

Jackie Good-

committees. Members of the board serve as committee chairs in the areas of membership; communications; the Christmas tree sale; and beautification,
landscaping, and park maintenance. We have board
members who manage and serve on the Land Use and
Zoning Committee which protects residents’ investments in their homes; who work with the City and
with private developers to build new sidewalks
where they are most needed; who work to improve
traffic conditions in the area. We have a committee
chair who manages environmental issues and the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve. Another board member
chairs the New Neighbor Greeting Committee.
Delivery of “New Neighbor Greeting” bags is one of
NBCA’s most appealing services to newcomers. It
was just a year ago when the concierge of my condominium building handed me a large gift package bundled in green tissue paper tied with a beautiful
straw ribbon. Its contents included the NBCA
booklet Welcome to the Neighborhood, maps of the
city, and other informative brochures which made
me feel so welcome.
Rita Christopher chairs the New Neighbor Greeting
Committee, which contacts new residents of North
Buckhead and publishes the “Welcome” booklet.
Rita also serves as NBCA Vice President and also
coordinates efforts to maintain our park located at
Phipps and Wieuca. If you know of a newcomer to
North Buckhead, please call Rita at 404-237-5878
or e-mail ritachristopher@bellsouth.net. Susan
Richardson is Vice Chair of this committee. She
may be reached at 404-231-0152 or

of Buckhead

(Continued on page 9)

Ride the buc,

Each office independently owned and operated

Buckhead’s free shuttle bus service.

Associate Broker
Home Office: 404-843-2255
Office: 404-233-4633
Cell: 404-966-9220

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation
Phoenix Award, Atlanta Board of Realtors
Life Member, Million Dollar Club
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Longtime Volunteer and Board Member,
Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta
Past President, North Buckhead Home & Garden Club
Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member,
High Museum of Art
Licensed Realtor Since 1994

.

www.bucride.com
BATMA publishes “Buckheadlines”, an e-mail newsletter
about Buckhead commuter solutions. Subscribe by e-mail
to mbyrne@c21pr.com, subject: Buckheadlines.
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Volunteers — Continued
(Continued from page 8)

chadrich@bellsouth.net.
For some time now, the Social Committee Chair position has been vacant. This need will soon be remedied as we welcome Piper Harris and Michelle Kish
as co-chairs of the revitalized Social Committee.
They will help plan and provide food, drinks and entertainment at the Annual Meeting, Fall Fling and
other member events. In addition, they will take on
the new function of communicating with condominium homeowners in North Buckhead. Currently,
about 50% of North Buckhead homeowners are
condo residents. Piper and Michelle will share with
their fellow condo owners the benefits of involvement in the NBCA and its importance to them as
homeowners and encourage them to become members.
Piper has a degree in Real Estate from Georgia
State University; she sells real estate. Michelle has
experience in the development and marketing of
television broadcast advertising and rental real estate. Their experience will be most valuable, as
they offer NBCA membership to people moving into
condominiums in the neighborhood. Piper can be
reached at 404-395-4778; her e-mail is pipernharris@aol.com. Michelle’s phone number is 404-3866839, and e-mail is mkishatlanta@aol.com.
Many of us in North Buckhead have been aware that
there are no public playgrounds in the neighborhood.
To get to the nearest playground, a family must
drive to Chastain Park, which is not very close or
convenient. So, a committee has been formed to
address this problem. Zeb Bradford is interim chair
of the NBCA Playground Committee. Mandy LeCompte is interim secretary. Zeb has been a member of NBCA since 2003, and Mandy since the
1990s. If you are interested in our potential playground, please e-mail Zeb at zebbrad@bellsouth.net
or call him at 404-266-0988. Or you could contact
Mandy, mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com or 404386-6839.
If you have an idea about how to make this
neighborhood better or want to join one of our existing committees, please contact me. My job is to
match up your interest or skill with a neighborhood
need. If we don’t have a committee doing what
needs to be done, I’ll help you organize that new
committee. My home number is 404-254-2474 and
my e-mail is fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net. Please
feel free to contact me.
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Got Change for a “buc”?
By Denise Starling, BATMA Executive Director

“The buc,” Buckhead’s free shuttle service, will soon

be making some changes to better serve the community. Beginning the Tuesday after Labor Day
(September 4), “the buc’s” operating schedule will
be concentrated during the peak hours of use —
morning and afternoon rush hours, as well as lunch
time. On weekdays, “the buc” will run from 7 to
9:30 AM, 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM and 3:30 to 7 PM.
Saturday service remains the same, with“the buc”
operating from 10 AM to 9 PM.
Schedules for “the buc” will be posted at each stop,
allowing riders to plan their trips and catch the
shuttle at the time that is most convenient. In addition to the changes in operating times, there will
be some changes to“the buc’s” route as well. Buildings along Piedmont will have a more direct connection to the Buckhead MARTA station, with the addition of an express route during commute hours. Be
sure to visit www.bucride.com for the latest information on all of the changes to“the buc.”
Even with all of these changes, one thing remains
the same — “the buc” connects Buckhead residents,
visitors and workers to Lenox Square Mall, Phipps
Plaza, Lenox Marketplace and many of the area’s top
restaurants. Save yourself the hassle (and expense)
of driving and parking — hop on “the buc!”

595 Franklin Rd.
Recently Sold representing Buyers

Kevin & Deb-C McGuire, Realtors

“Real Estate Service
and Solutions”
404-233-0542
Call us for all your real estate
needs!
Jenny Pruitt & Associates Realtors

Page 10

North Buckhead Newsletter

July 2007

A Trip to the Recycling Plant, Part 2
By Sue and Gordon Certain
raw vegetables, banana peels, etc.) We asked what
about disposing of paint and paint cans? Dreamsan
can’t recycle these. Throw dried, empty paint cans in
the garbage. Liquid paint is a big problem, though,
since you cannot put it in the garbage or recycle it.
If you can’t give it away, use cheap cat litter to absorb the wet paint, then, when dry, put it in the garbage. Could shredded paper be used to absorb the
paint? Yes, paper can be used with latex-based
Dreamsan provides recycling services for Atlanta as
paint, but according to John, you’d need cat litter
well as two dozen other mufor petroleum-based paint.
nicipalities and schools. In

In our last issue, we shared with you news about our
tour of the Dreamsan Recycling Plant, which does
the recycling for the City of Atlanta. This article
concludes the information we learned on that tour,
as we spoke with John Hayes, the General Manager.
If you wish to see Part 1 of these articles, please go
to www.nbca.org, then click on “Newsletters” and
look for the March 2007 edition.

our visit which lasted several
hours we learned much about
the recycling business. For
curbside pickup, the simpler
the better — that’s why they
don’t separate at the curb.
Likewise, for a recycling facility, simpler is also better.
A recycling plant should be
well-designed and flexible
with more emphasis on manual
processing so that processes
can be changed according to
what is currently being collected. The workers on the
“assembly line” have a number
of safety protections, such as
elbow guards, masks, and so
forth. Turnover at Dreamsan
has been low, no doubt because benefits are good, including health insurance.

Those black recycling bins
tend to disappear: the
neighborhood gremlins seem
to come in the dead of the
night and spirit them away.
How can someone get a new
one? You can call the recycling “hot line” at 404-7921212 and request a bin but
there is a wait time. John
said, you can put out a clear
plastic bag curbside on collection day and then Dreamsan
and Atlanta garbage collecThis is the recycling processing line at the Dreamsan
tion can see it’s recycling. Or
Recycling Plant. Recyclables, all mixed together as they
come off the collection trucks, are lifted by a conveyer put recyclables in a bag or
cardboard box and write
(not seen at left) to a horizontal belt, moving left to
“RECYCLING” on it. If you do
right towards the top of the picture. Workers at each
work station pull off mixed paper (left bin), one type of not wish to wait or want a
plastic bottles (next bin), steel/tin cans (next bin), and a second bin, John tells us that
second type of plastic bottles (right bin). Aluminum cans Home Depot and Lowe’s sell
are separated out of view and all glass exits to the right, them. (We checked with the
where it is separated by color into several dumpsters.
local Ace Hardware at the
Of the materials received by
Roswell
Wieuca
Shopping
Center, and were told Ace
Dreamsan, 92% is recycled and 8% is lost to the
doesn’t carry these bins.)
landfill. The majority of the loss is broken glass,
but in the future they hope to address this and
bring the loss down to 3%. Some of the remaining
loss is small items — items smaller than a fist are
likely to slip through the processing screens and
must be put in the landfill. Likewise, flat objects
such as can lids can be screened out and lost, so if
you wish to recycle can lids put them inside the cans
and crimp the top. Dreamsan takes bottles, glass
jars, any food container but not ovenwear and Pyrex.
John asks that people remove metal bottle caps
from bottles, since the workers have to do it if you
don’t — the caps are too small to recycle.
Some things are better not put in the garbage or
recycled. It is better to put eggshells and food
waste of all kinds (except grease and oil) into the
garbage disposal. (You can also compost eggshells,

We asked John how he got started, and he chuckled.
He has spoken at the Civil Engineering School at
Georgia Tech, and asked students to guess the answer to that question — they couldn’t. It turns out
that he has a Bachelor’s degree in liberal arts, and a
major in church music, theology, and education. He
had some graduate school, and at one time was a
vice president and national sales manager of Lanier
Office Products.
In the organization’s written materials, John’s background appears relevant. Dreamsan, a faith-based
organization, has an Unconditional Quality Commitment. This includes statements such as: “It means
we take advantage of no one group or individual just

(Continued on page 11)

July 2007

North Buckhead Newsletter

Page 11

Recycling—Continued
(Continued from page 10)

to satisfy another”, and: “It means treating others
at least as well as we would want to be treated”,
and: “It means looking out for the interest of others before ourselves.”

tensive tour like we took. We suggested that they
might have one day and time a month for a scheduled tour for the public; maybe in the future they’ll
act on this suggestion.

The state of Georgia has an objective that 25% of
Our trip to the recycling plant was fascinating. We
garbage by weight be recycled. Atlanta’s recycling
didn’t think the plant would look like it did, that so
participation rate is not as high as it needs to be to
many things would be recycled, that
reach that Georgia objective at this
different colors of glass would be
time. You can do your part by parseparated and then sent out to marticipating in the recycling program.
kets. We didn’t think the assembly
Ultimately, it will save you money on
line would be elevated or that one line
your solid waste bill and do some
like this could process so many items
good for the environment. Further,
as fast as they do. It was also a surit costs significantly less to make
prise that no one fuchsia recycling
products from recycled aluminum
truck in their parking lot looked like
than to make them from aluminum
any other (all were bought used). We
ore, John said, since the energy coneven saw a model airplane made out of
sumption is much less. So recycling
used Coke cans, which was remarkFrom the outside, the Dreamsan Recy- also helps us move towards energy
able.
cling Plant looks like a warehouse.
independence.
John spent a great deal of time with us, and for this
we were grateful. It was a well-run industrial operation: a manufacturing operation, which we had
not previously realized it would be. John gives tours
to Boy Scout Troops, Girls Scout troops, and school
groups. He will give a brief look to members of the
public who wish to see the operation, but not an ex-

James L. Cosgrove, JD
Principal / Designated Realtor ®
Residential Listing Specialist
also a licensed real estate attorney and NPU-B business representative

We Sell Buckhead!
- URL, domain, and website showing your property ONLY
- Your showing activity and visitor feedback updated 24/7
- Decorating/color consultation
- Expert assistance with negotiating your sales contract
- The North Buckhead experts
Owned and operated in North Buckhead
CALL (404) 841-5400 FOR A NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATON
AND RECENT COMPARABLE SALES PRICE HISTORY
YOU PAY US NOTHING UNTIL YOUR SALE CLOSES!
Buckhead Realty, LLC | Ste 250, West Wieuca Plaza | 241 West Wieuca Rd
Tel 404-841-5400 | Fax 404-841-5402
| www.buckheadrealty.net

This article is part four of an on-going series: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Part five of the series will be:
Reuse . Is there anything you reuse you’d like to tell
our readers about? If so, please contact Sue Certain at sccertain@comcast.net or 404-231-1192. We
hope you’ve enjoyed this series and found it useful.
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City: No New Flood Maps

Ad Coordinator Sought

We asked the City if they planned to update area
FIMA Flood maps, since development applications
are being made in apparently flood-prone areas.
Julie Todd, of Watershed Management, responded:

The NBCA newsletter needs an ad coordinator. Duties include almost all communications with advertisers: arranging ad subscriptions, billing, renewals,
waiting lists — basically everything except for payment processing. The ads, once received, are laid
out by the newsletter staff.

“The short answer is that the FEMA Flood maps for
Nancy Creek were last updated in June 1998; and, at
this time, there is no plan to update these maps.
“However, later this year, we will begin preparing a
City-wide comprehensive Watershed Protection Plan.
We will be sure to take into account [NBCA’s] concerns regarding flooding and the need for updated
mapping in the Nancy Creek Basin. Additionally, we
will begin conducting Watershed Improvement Plans
for ‘substantially impacted watersheds’ (areas
where the effective impervious area exceeds 10%).
These Watershed Improvement Plans will identify
retrofit and restoration projects in subwatersheds
where problems are identified. Because nearly all of
the watersheds within the City are ‘substantially
impacted’ the City will develop a process to prioritize watersheds needing Watershed Improvement
Plans. The Citizen Complaint Resolution Team
(initiated in 2006) will also help to identify areas of
the City with stormwater-related issues regarding
flooding, capacity, infrastructure integrity and responsibility, etc.
“I would like to encourage [NBCA] to continue work-

We mentioned waiting lists in the preceding paragraph because our ad coordinator doesn't normally
have to seek out new ads; advertisers seek us out
and sometimes have to wait for several issues before space is available for new ads.
Our newsletter normally has one or two dozen advertisers. We put out four newsletters a year:
March, July, October and December. Typically,
most of the ad coordinator’s work precedes these
issues by four to six weeks.
The requirements for the job include having/using
e-mail, having some familiarity with advertising, and
having some free time that you can donate to your
neighborhood. If you are interested please contact
Gordon Certain, gordon@nbca.org or 404-231-1192.
ing with [its] NPU to encourage developers to implement Low Impact Development (LID) techniques
(such as bioswales, rain gardens, green roofs, porous
pavement, etc) for stormwater mitigation.”
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City’s Automated Meter Reading Project
By Caryn I. Anderson , City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management
The City of Atlanta recently launched its ATL READ
Automated Meter Reading (AMR) project to upgrade Atlanta’s water meters and allow them to be
read electronically. The new capability will simplify
the meter reading process, ensure the accuracy of
the billing system and improve customer service.

needs only to drive by customer locations each
month to capture meter readings. Each meter and
meter reading device has a serial number that ensures that the reading is associated with the correct account each month. The information is transferred to the billing system, and customer bills are
generated.

AMR system technology, which
Atlanta Watershed Management
is being used successfully by
“The Automated Meter Reading
websites and phone numbers:
numerous local and national utiliproject is another in a long line
www.atlantawatershed.org
ties, permits the electronic colof initiatives the Department is
lection and transmission of cusundertaking to ensure that our
www.cleanwateratlanta.org
tomer water usage data from
Project Helpline
404-529-9211 bills are accurate and reflect
meters to the utility’s billing
Post-installation Emergencies 866-750-8022 exact customer usage,” Commisoffice through the use of both
Billing/Customer Service
404-658-6500 sioner Robert Hunter said. “It
fixed and mobile radio methods.
will help us reduce our operating
expenses
and
identify
potential leaks and other disOver the next three years, the Department of Watribution
system
problems,
as well as meter maltershed Management will install the AMR device on
functions,
vandalism
and
tampering.”
each water meter in Atlanta’s distribution system.
Aged, non-functioning meters will be replaced with
new meters already fitted with the AMR device,
while the AMR device will be installed on existing
meters that are still functioning properly and are
compatible with the new device. The $35 million project is part of the City’s $3.9 billion Clean Water
Atlanta infrastructure improvement program to rehabilitate Atlanta’s wastewater and drinking water
systems.

The water meter is one of the most critical components in the operation of a water utility. It measures and records the amount of water flowing from
the utility’s distribution pipe to the customer’s home
or business. Water meters typically have a 20-year
lifecycle, and many meters in Atlanta’s system are
old and/or damaged. Some are leaking, and others
have stopped functioning altogether, requiring the
customer’s usage to be estimated monthly.

The AMR device is composed of a meter register
antenna and a meter interface unit (MIU). Once
connected to the meter, the MIU’s circuitry reads
the water meter and transmits a low-powered electronic signal, similar to that of a cordless phone, to
a data collector, which can be a handheld or mobile
device or a data unit on a utility pole or building.

“It is important that our meters operate properly to
ensure that an accurate record of each customer’s
usage is maintained,” Sylvia Glover, the Department’s AMR Project Manager, said. “We are excited
about the project and the great benefits it brings
to the Department and to our customers.”

After the device is installed, a meter reader in a
vehicle fitted with a mobile data collector then

The AMR pilot project started in northwest and
(Continued on page 14)

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
abennett@bennettlaw.net
404-231-4130
Gordon Certain
gordon@nbca.org
404-231-1192
Rita Christopher ritachristopher@bellsouth.net
404-237-5878
Robert Cook
robert.h.cook@att.net
404-822-7978
David Dollar
ddollar@mindspring.com
404-231-5137
Dieter Franz
cdfranz@comcast.net
404-261-8697
Waldtraut Lavroff waldalavroff@comcast.net
404-233-1355
Bob Young
youngebh@comcast.net
404-255-1315
Robert Sarkissian oversark@bellsouth.net
404-504-9444
NBCA Committees
404-266-0988
Zeb Bradford
zebbrad@bellsouth.net
Piper Harris
pipernharris@aol.com
404-395-4778
Nancy Jones
nancyjljones@mindspring.com 404-814-8228
Michelle Kish
michelle@atlantarentalconsultants.com
Mandy LeCompte mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com404-386-6839
Fe C. Nievera
fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net 404-254-2474
Susan Richardson chadrich@bellsouth.net
404-231-0152
Web Sites
NBCA
www.nbca.org
NBCA Zoning
www.northbuckheadzoning.com

NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Rita Christopher
Secretary Bob Young
Treasurer Robert Cook
Beautification
Chair
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Chair
David Dollar
Greenspace & Environment
Chair
Nancy Jones
Membership
Acting Chair Gordon Certain
Condos Piper Harris
Condos Michelle Kish

Neighborhood Markers
Chair
Robert Cook

Social/Special Events
Co-chair Piper Harris
Co-chair Michelle Kish

New Neighbor Greeting
Chair
Rita Christopher
Vice Chair Susan Richardson

Street Captains
Chair
Open

Newsletter
Editor
Gordon Certain
Ass’t Ed. Sue Certain

Traffic
Chair

NPU-B Representative
Andrea Bennett
Playgrounds
Chair
Zeb Bradford
Sec’y
Mandy LeCompte
Sidewalks
Chair
Robert Cook

Robert Sarkissian

Volunteer Coordinator
Chair
Fe C. Nievera
Web Sites
Chair
Gordon Certain
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett
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Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
Aerus Electrolux
404-233-3387
Dr Hal N Arnold, DMD
50 Old Ivy Rd #100
404-233-9898
at&t - Wireless Etc
3340 Peachtree Rd #560
Buckhead Coalition
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-5400
Buckhead Renovations
404-229-0676
Carol Cahill, Realtor
404-495-8398
Chapes - JPL, LTD
ChapesJPL.com
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403
DeYonker-Young Remax
5163 Roswell Rd
Diazo Specialty Blueprint, Inc 3872 Roswell Rd
770-855-9811
FIX-IT-4U
Jackie Goodman, Realtor
404-233-4633
Healing Quest: Pain/Stress Relief 404-257-1843
3300 Peachtree Rd
Grand Hyatt Hotel
404-467-9451
Shirley Irek Piano Studio
404-307-4488
Ivy Realty - Tom Hicks
Jersey Mike's Subs
3740 Roswell Rd

Jones & Kolb, CPAs
404-262-7920
Kimera Mortgage
770-395-7124
www.LakemooreColonyCondominiums.com
Kevin & Deb-C McGuire,Realtors 404-233-0542
www.millerbrothers.com
Miller Brothers, Ltd.
3475 Oak Valley Road
Oaks at Buckhead
Pope & Land Enterprises www.popeandland.com
Presstine Cleaners
4455 Roswell Rd
Regent Partners
www.regentpartners.com
Ribs Etc.
4233 Roswell Rd
Rosewood Plantation Condominiums
4240 Roswell Rd
www.scotlandwright.com
Scotland Wright & Assoc.
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor www.jennifersherrouse.com
The Cat Doctor, Inc.
4716 Roswell Rd
Tuxedo Pharmacy
164 W. Wieuca Rd
Water Columns
www.watercolumns.com
404-814-5435
Andrea Waters, Realtor
707-709 Miami Circle
William Word Antiques

Area businesses, please join us! Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so
little money? To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $50 check
to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342. (Use the membership coupon on page 16.)

Meter Reading—Continued

North Buckhead Area Map

(Continued from page 13)

west Atlanta neighborhoods in December. AMR installation will now continue in those areas and begin
in North Fulton and Sandy Springs. It will proceed
city-wide on a meter route/billing cycle basis. Residential customers will receive a postcard notice in
the mail two weeks prior to the start of installation
on their street. Commercial customers will receive a
letter and will be contacted by K&V Automation, the
City’s contractor on the project, to arrange an appointment for installation.
There is no cost to customers for installing the new
meter reading device and new water meter, and the
project’s impact will be minimal. An installer will
work at each meter box for about an hour. Some
customers may experience a brief interruption of
water service if their meter must be replaced. The
meter’s appearance will not change; however, meters
will now be covered with a locked lid to protect the
AMR device and reduce meter damage and tampering.

North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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Neighborhood Directory?

Join NBCA’s E-mail List

We have added new check boxes to the membership
form on the back cover and to the little membership
reminder envelopes we send you at renewal time.

Unlike this newsletter which only comes out four
times a year, our NBCA e-mails come out when
neighborhood news happens. Sometimes it’s an alert
about a crime in the neighborhood. Sometimes it’s
an item about a neighborhood meeting. Whatever it
is, if you are not a part of our list, you’re missing an
important part of life in North Buckhead. We now
have 1446 e-mail addresses on our list. Please join
us. (We won’t give, sell or loan your e-mail address.)

It says: “We (I) F are F are not interested in
participating in a possible North Buckhead
Neighborhood Directory; tell us (me) more.” We
bring this up because a lot of you have left it blank.
What we are trying to find out is: how interested is
our neighborhood in having a neighborhood directory? So far, of 333 respondents, 22% are interested in participating, 12% have said no, and the majority, 66%, simply ignored it.

“the majority ignored it.”
We would appreciate your ideas on how a directory
might work. Some neighborhoods simply list the
names of their current members who want to be in
the directory in their newsletter. Others print up a
special booklet for directory participants including
e-mail and home addresses and phone numbers.
Please let us know by mail or e-mail if you want to
participate in a neighborhood directory and/or have
suggestions on format and how to share information
and yet protect your privacy. Please send an e-mail
to nbca@nbca.org or send your letter to NBCA, PO
Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342.

JACOBS
LANDSCAPE COMPANY, INC.
2499 Cheshire Bridge Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30324

(404) 329-0408
Info@jacobslandscape.com

Serving Buckhead Since 1989
ξ

Maintenance Contracts

ξ

Irrigation Systems Install & Repair

ξ

Plant Installations

ξ

Fertilization & Weed Control

ξ

Season Color

ξ

Grading/Drainage

Customer service is our top priority!

Most e-mails we send go to everyone on our e-mail
list, members and non-members alike. But, recently,
we started to provide extra e-mail benefits to members. For example, weekly crime summaries are
available to members-only.
Here are a sample of comments we get a as a result
of our e-mails:
• “Thank you for your continuing civic contribu-

•

tion. Would you add my wife's address to your
distribution list? (She says I do not keep her in
the loop.)”
“How could most of these people be so stupid as
to leave wallets, handbags, guns & laptops in
their cars in plain view? Most of these people
were just asking for a crime to be committed.”

To join our list, send an e-mail to gordon@nbca.org,
or add your e-mail to the membership form, page 16.
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North Buckhead
Civic Association
PO Box 420391
Atlanta, GA 30342
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Please Deliver
by July 23

Are You A
Member?

Yes!

I would like to renew or join the…

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mail to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391
Website — www.nbca.org
E-mail — nbca@nbca.org
Annual membership dues — Household $25 / Business $50 (12 months starting today or when your membership expires)
Please enclose your check payable to NBCA
Name(s) ______________________________________________________________ Date __________________
Please print carefully

Address ____________________________________________________ Year you moved to North Buckhead _____
E-mail #1 _____________________________________ E-mail #2 ______________________________________
Please print very carefully

Phone (Home) ______________________ Phone (Work) ______________________ Cell _____________________
We (I) F are

F are not interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.
Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for:

F Beautification / Park

F Membership— Households

F Playgrounds / Kids

F Volunteer Coordination

F Christmas Tree Sale

F Neighborhood Directory

F Sidewalks

F Web Site

F Environment/Trees

F Neighborhood Signs

F Social Events

F Zoning/Land Use

F Legal/Professional Support F New Neighbors - Greet

F Stuff Envelopes

F Other _____________

F Membership— Businesses

F Traffic Committee

F Newsletter

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services: _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
In addition to my $25/50 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $___ Legal $___ and Greenspace Fund $___

