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By Gordon Certain, NBCA President 

The City’s Connect Atlanta plan is Atlanta’s ef-
fort to create a traffic plan to accommodate the 
transportation needs of existing residents and 
the 60% increase in city population expected by 
2030.  The plan, to be completed this year, in-
cludes a detailed mix of redeveloped intersec-
tions and corridors, new light rail and express 
bus service and pedestrian-oriented features, 
coupled with new funding sources. 

A big challenge for the Connect Atlanta team is 
finding a solution to Buckhead’s traffic prob-
lems.  Our area is characterized by a lack of a 
street grid which results in gridlock when things 
go wrong and, in some areas, even when they 
don’t go wrong (think the Buckhead Loop or the 
Piedmont/Roswell/Habersham intersections).   

A surprising number of Buckhead workers com-
mute from Cobb County and beyond.  With no 
adequate transit alternative, they cut through 
and clog up residential surface streets like West 
Paces Ferry and Wieuca Roads.  The lack of 
east-west corridors suitable for high-volume ve-
hicle and/or transit traffic makes planning for 
Buckhead’s future particularly exasperating.   

The Connect Atlanta team has paid a consider-
able amount of attention to this Buckhead prob-
lem, yet there is no adequate solution.  An obvi-
ous grand fix would be to build a new highway 
and rapid transit line from Cobb County to the 
Buckhead Loop area, but that will never happen 
because of its horrible impact on some of At-
lanta’s finest neighborhoods.  And, new roads 
just accelerate new density and quickly clog. 

Having observed the construction of the $135 
million, 8-mile Nancy Creek Sewer Tunnel, I 
have suggested that the solution might be to go 
underground.  That sewer tunnel was 18 feet in 
diameter in deep, solid rock several hundred 
feet underground; a similar tunnel might easily 
handle two-way subway train traffic. A 4-mile 
subway line could connect the Buckhead MARTA 
station to the light rail system planned along    
I-75, linking Cobb County to Downtown Atlanta.  

So far, the Connect Atlanta team has responded 
that a subway solution would be far too expen-
sive.  But having no solution means the continu-
ing degradation of important neighborhoods and 
the gradual suffocation of our new high-density 
areas along Peachtree.  I don’t think Atlanta can 
afford to leave this problem unsolved.           

  

New P-D Park Wins Grant 

Brainstorming during the Connect Atlanta pro-
ject (see article to left) directed the attention of 
neighborhoods adjacent to Roswell Road to the 
possible redevelopment of that important corri-
dor.  The neighborhoods, North Buckhead, 
Buckhead Forest, Chastain Park and Tuxedo 
Park, have held several joint planning sessions. 

Sandy Springs has recently conducted a Livable 
Centers Initiative (LCI) study of Roswell Road 
from I-285 south to the Atlanta city limits.  
Their study outlined an integrated vision for 
Roswell’s 2½-mile path through their city. 

(Continued on page 13) 

In February, we applied to Park Pride (the non-
profit organization which works closely with the 
City's Parks Department) for a "visioning grant" 
to help us plan the development of our new 
Peachtree-Dunwoody Road park.   

The visioning process is intended to result in a 
park master plan that reflects the desires of its 
neighbors, given the characteristics of the 
park.  In May, Park Pride announced that our 
application for a grant had won!  Design work 
will start in the late summer.  We are told that 

(Continued on page 4) 
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NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month,  
 Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of 
month 
 Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Playgrounds — No standing meetings at this 
time.   
   Meetings may be announced by e-mail. 
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian 
 oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444 

New Trails at Blue Heron 

By Nancy Jones, Executive Director 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

 

Thanks to the addition of the new property at 
4055 Roswell Road, we now have a connected 
circular trail that can be followed. If you park 
your car in the lot at 4055 (the sign still reads 
Thompson, Hancock and Witte), follow the trail  
at the back of the lot through the woods. This 
stretch was just completed this spring and will 

New trails at Blue Heron Nature Preserve create 
a 2/3 mile wooded path which loops around 
Nancy Creek and the Community Garden. 

 

Donations Needed 

The new Blue Heron building (see article and 
picture on page 9) is in need of furniture for the 
reception area.   
 

If you have a sofa, chairs or coffee table you 
don't need anymore and would like to make a 
tax-deductable donation please email Nancy 
Jones at: nancyjljones@mindspring.com.   
 

The Blue Heron Nature Preserve, Inc. (BHNP) is 
a 501(c) (3) non-profit.  The Blue Heron Nature 
Preserve land and building are owned by the 
City of Atlanta and are maintained by BHNP. 

take you to stone steps up the berm along 
Nancy Creek to the Rickenbacker entrance.  
 

From here you turn left, cross over the Nancy 
Creek bridge and pick up the trail on the other 
side. Follow this through the woods to the Com-
munity Garden site to see the bluebirds, bees 
and garden. Continue on the trail to the south 
end of the property which dead-ends into the 
sidewalk on Roswell Road. Turn left onto the 
sidewalk, cross the creek and you are back 
where you parked your car at 4055. Stop and 
enjoy the view of the pond on the way in on 
your right. The pond is home to multitudes of 
turtles who sun on a downed tree in the lake,  
the great blue heron, two green herons, a family 
of geese and on rainy days otters! 
 

The map to the right shows the new path 
through the nature preserve.  Much of the trail 
is covered with wood chip mulch.  When the 
path exits onto pavement on Rickenbacker Drive 
at Pinecrest Road, one has to walk on the pave-
ment across the bridge before re-entering the 
path.  Pictures taken from the loop path are at 
www.nbca.org/BlueHeron/Trails.   
 

Note that the building at 4055 is available for 
lease — see “Building Space for Lease”, Page 9.  

*Danny Morgan                        (770) 451-6789 
*NBCA Member Since 2002 - North Buckhead Resident 

WRIGHTS CAR CARE, INC. 
www.wrightscarcare.com 

All Major & Minor Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic 

 
Engine Performance Specialists 

Professionally Trained Technicians 
 

Call for an appointment M-F      8 am -- 6 pm 
 

4993 PEACHTREE RD         CHAMBLEE, GA  30341 
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By Kevin McCauley, Blue Heron Board President  
&  

 Nancy Jones, Blue Heron Executive Director 

We have lots of new additions at the Community 
Garden site this spring and 
summer. 

Alex Dancu completed his 
Eagle Scout project by 
erecting a new information 
kiosk on the north end of 
the property. He is from 
Troop 298, Northside United 
Methodist Church. Also, Ted 
Turner built a new trail 
through the property, out-
lined with stone and 
mulched. He is from Troop 
370 at St. James Church. 
Both boys received their Ea-
gle Scout Awards in May.  
Kevin McCauley, who 
worked closely with the 
boys, was in attendance at their ceremonies. We 
have a third scout, Chris Taylor, also from 
Troup 370, who has designed, built and installed 
multiple bluebird boxes on site. We have had 
wren and bluebird families in many of the 
boxes. Chris designed a side window that visi-
tors can open to see inside the boxes, so take a 

 

Dogs at Blue Heron 
If you visit the Preserve with your dog, please 
remember to keep your dog leashed and to 
clean up after your animal. We are happy for 
you to visit Blue Heron and walk your dog, but 
please do not turn them loose in the Preserve or 
on the stream bank. We have lots of native 
wildlife that depend on the Preserve for a home.  
Please be respectful of these urban creatures.  

We have recently installed, at the Rickenbacker 
entrance, a container with plastic bags for you 
to clean up after your dog. Dog waste is harmful 
for the health of the creek and unpleasant for 
other walking visitors on the pathways.  Thank 
you and enjoy your visit to Blue Heron Preserve. 

  

Blue Heron Community Garden 
peek when you go to visit. 

We have beautiful new honeybees that have 
taken up residence thanks to beekeepers Wade 
Wilson, Kent Hammond and Peter and 

Kevin McCauley. All are 
new to beekeeping but re-
ceived help from the Metro 
Atlanta Beekeepers Associa-
tion. The group started out 
with three hives in April; 
one hive swarmed due to 
overcrowding. The swarm 
was captured into a fourth 
hive and all are doing fine. 
They are hoping for a honey 
harvest later this season. 
Honeybee populations have 
been decimated across the 
country. Scientists are still 
pondering the problem. We 
are hoping to help the bees 
by hosting them at Blue 
Heron where they can feed 

happily on our beautiful garden. 

When you visit the garden you might notice a 
grove of large dead trees. We tried to save 
these trees during construction of the under-
ground tunnel. Unfortunately, most of them 
died. We decided to prune the falling branches 
but keep the trunks for the many woodpeckers 
that make their home at the Preserve. The trail 
skirts around the trees to create a fall zone for 
visitor safety. The trees are remaining sentinels 
of the past as new trees grow up around them. 

Last, one new plot in the garden has been set 
aside for the Atlanta Community Food Bank /  
Plant a Row for the Hungry program. The vege-
tables from this plot will be donated to commu-
nity kitchens and local shelters.   

The Blue Heron Community Garden is across Ros-
well Road from Sarah Smith Kindergarten Annex. 
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Our New Park Wins Grant and Clean-up Begins — Cont. 

the award's design services are valued at 
$25,000.  The visioning process lasts about ten 
months and will involve a number of neighbor-
hood meetings.  Once we have that park master 
plan we can start working on turning the land 
into an actual park.  We will make sure that all 
neighbors will be invited to these visioning ses-

(Continued from page 1) 

sions.  Once we have the master plan, we will 
begin raising the funds needed to complete the 
park, since the City has made it clear that it has 
no funds for that purpose.   

The park will be called "Little Nancy Creek 
Park".  It is on the border between North Buck-
head and the Brookhaven neighborhood (see 
map above), so a joint steering committee rep-
resenting both neighborhoods has been estab-
lished.  The first steering committee meeting 
was held in May.   

We also had our first joint work day in the park 
in early June — we didn't advertise this work 
day widely because we are just getting organ-
ized and need to get our bearings before we in-
volve large numbers of volunteers.  We had 11 
volunteers who worked for about three hours 
that Saturday morning. The work was to remove 
invasive plant species and haul yard waste to 
the street for pickup.  Those volunteers are 
shown in the picture at the top of this page.  

(Continued on page 5) 

LNCP’s Inaugural Clean-up Crew 
Left to right: Gordon Certain, Lisa Dickerson, 
Carol Cahill, Jim Braun, Darden Braun, Mark 

Stovin, Emmett Doerr, Lisa Mason, Boyd John-
son, Tucker Greene, Mandy LeCompte  

 

 

Jenny Pruitt & Associates Realtors 

Kevin & Deb-C McGuire, Realtors 

“Real Estate Service and Solutions” 
404-784-2709  

Call us for all your real estate 
needs.  

51 Burdette Rd. (off Lake Forest) 
$924,000 

4 bedrooms/3.5 baths 
Renovated Kitchen with stone countertops, new cabinets;  
Beamed ceiling in Family Room. Terrace Level has huge 

Rec Room 
with fire-

place. 
One acre 
lot +/—.    

2 Car    
Garage 

plus Boat 
Garage . 

 
Heards 
Ferry  

Elementary 
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around the foundation of the house may serve 
as the beginnings of a level surface of high 
ground which may be suitable for a playground.  
We have also asked that the water service and 
sewer service be preserved so we won’t have to 
completely start over if we determine that we 
want to include a restroom in the park master 
plan.  We anticipate that demolition will start in 
early July and will be complete by the end of 
July.  During demolition, a fence will be installed 
along the front of the park to preclude dumping.  
The demolition contractor will also remove piles 
of wood and other debris from the park site, so 
we will have a reasonably clean slate as we con-
tinue our clean-up efforts and begin our park 
visioning. 

 

Our New Park Wins Grant and Clean-up Begins — Cont. 

On June 10, we had a second work day involv-
ing 16 volunteers, State of Georgia employees 
who participate in the "Keep Georgia Beautiful" 
program. Additional work days will be an-
nounced by e-mail.  

On June 20, we had a meeting with Parks offi-
cials and the contractor they had hired to de-
molish the house and other structures at the 
park site.  As part of the plan, the contractor 
will preserve the house’s chimney and other 
stone work, especially the little barbeque shed 
shown in the pictures above.  The stone work 

(Continued from page 4) 

• "One of Atlanta's top Realtors," Atlanta Magazine, 2005 
• Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979 
• Phoenix Award, Atlanta Board of Realtors 
• Life Member, Million Dollar Club 
• RE/MAX Hall of Fame 
• Longtime Volunteer and Board Member, 

Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta 
• Past President, North Buckhead Home & Garden Club 
• Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member, 

High Museum of Art 
• Licensed Realtor Since 1994 

Associate Broker  
Home Office:  404-843-2255 
           Office:  404-233-4633 

                         Cell:  404-966-9220 

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

of Buckhead 
Each office independently owned and operated  

Jackie Goodman 
JackieGoodman@remax.net 

Clean-up example: Old BBQ shed — Before Clean-up example: Same BBQ shed — After 

More park photos are on-line at  
www.nbca.org/Parks/LNCP_Photos 

 

Area Residents Surveyed 
NBCA was contacted by Ben King, an MBA stu-
dent in real estate at Georgia State University 
who is working with the Buckhead Coalition to 
help them understand community needs.  Ac-
cording to King, “understanding why residents 
choose to live in Buckhead will help the Buck-
head Coalition advocate better for issues that 
are important to residents.” 
 

If you want to participate in this survey, we 
have a link on our web site since the original 
link was quite long — go to www.nbca.org/
survey.  We have taken the survey and found it 
takes 10-15 minutes.  They did not ask for our 
name or other identifying information. 
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While the chaos in the mortgage business has 
affected the housing market nationwide, it has 
not left your L/Z committee “unemployed’”. 
 
Along the streets of our NBCA neighborhood one 
sees a surprising number of new construction 
sites.  New homes are still replacing older ones.  
But our committee has also been called on to 
review variance requests for additions or 
alterations to existing residential and 
commercial sites. 
 
We find it encouraging to see that not all 
younger homeowners wish to live in new “estate 
homes”, but that some are happily refurbishing 
and modernizing existing houses. One of the 
reasons we have heard in several instances was 
that the older homes have “more unique 
character” by comparison to the current “cookie 
cutter mansion” design trend.  And many of our 
residents wish to express their own uniqueness 
in their homes. 
 
Our committee members have been able to 
assist applicants with updating legal, but non-
conforming, properties. Nonconforming often 
means that lots and or buildings pre-date the 
City of Atlanta Zoning Ordinance Code of 1982. 

By Walda Lavroff, Chair 
Land Use/Zoning Committee 

Since current requests for variances on non-
conforming properties have to be brought into 
code compliance, grandfathering clauses may 
come into play. Such applications can become 
challenging.  Personnel turnover at the Bureau 
of Planning can complicate matters when 
interpretation of Code clauses is involved. 
 
It is due to the professional skill and 
commitment of our volunteer committee 
members that we have been able to make 
successful recommendations for several 
complex re-zoning applications and variance 
applications in 2008. 
 
Our monthly meetings are public and they have 
been well attended by affected and/or interested 
property owners.  We welcome your 
participation. 
 
The L/Z Committee used an “off month” — no 
applications — for a report by committee 
member Bob Young who attended a City 
Planning session at Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 
 
 

Walda Lavroff, Ph.D. is a retired Georgia State 
University administrator and professor.  She 
also recently completed four years of service as 
Chair of Neighborhood Planning Unit-B. 

Report from NBCA Land Use/Zoning Committee 

I’ve been the 
North Buckhead 

area  
residential real  
estate specialist 

since 1975.  Let me 
put my experience 

to work for you! 

 NATALIE SPALDING 
    (O) 404/814-9000 
     (H) 404/231-0646 

“I’m Sold on North Buckhead!” 
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By Andrea Bennett 
North Buckhead Representative to NPU-B 

In June, Mayor Shirley Franklin paid an unan-
nounced visit to NPU-B and fielded questions 
about the budget.  The Mayor noted that state 
law requires the budget to be balanced by the 
end of the fiscal year on June 30. 

Under the current tax digest set by Fulton 
County, one mill equals $28 million in taxes. 
The city's portion of our property taxes is 23 
cents on every dollar. Since 2002 the City's mil-
lage rate has dropped by 14%.  The proposed 
2009 millage rate translates into a $41.71 in-
crease for a $300,000 house. 

The Mayor stated that she has proposed $57 
million in spending cuts, which include the abol-
ishment of 788 jobs and result in a General 
Fund workforce of 4,772.  This is lower than the 
number of employees in 2002 and is consistent 
with our peer cities. The proposed budget main-
tains the same number of police officers and 
makes only minimal cuts in the Corrections and 
Fire Departments. It also makes significant re-
forms in the budget process.  The Mayor says 
the highly publicized budget gap for 2009 is 
largely caused by pension and health costs 
which have increased by $102 million since 
2002 and now represent nearly 26% of the 
City's annual General Fund budget. 

Mayor Franklin also pledged to work with plan-

  

NPU-B Report 
ning director Steve Cover to find ways to con-
tinue to make city planners available to the 
NPUs. 

Watershed Management reported that watering 
limitations for City of Atlanta residents are now 
the same as those imposed statewide.  As of 
May 15, the following is allowed:  Hand watering 
for 25 minutes. Hand watering is defined as one 
person with one garden hose with a spray noz-
zle that shuts off when released.  In order to 
water new landscapes, residents must obtain a 
permit, which can be done online at 
www.urbanagcouncil.com. 

With regard to zoning issues, the NPU dealt with 
numerous variance requests.  Among the larger 
projects approved are: 

• a 9-story Hampton Inn hotel at 3172 Ros-
well Road (the former Rio Bravo site) 

• a Crowne Plaza hotel at 5 Peachtree Ave-
nue (across from the McDonald’s) 

• a two house subdivision by Monte Hewett 
Homes on an approximately 4-acre lot at 
3820 Ivy Road. 

The NPU approved the traditional Fourth of July 
Fireworks at Lenox Square, the relocation of the 
Tongue & Groove nightclub to Lindbergh Center, 
and a new restaurant named  Jack & Diane’s in 
the former Frontera Grill location at Chastain 
Square. 

New Group Classes  
• TightBody Boot Camp  
•  Cardio-Kickboxing 

No Time to Work Out? 
Try Total Engagement Slow Resistance Personal Training 

Guaranteed Results 
Only 30 Minutes 

1-2 Times a Week 

BW 
BodyWise Health & Fitness, Inc. 

Bringing Health & Fitness to the Community 
 Website: bodywiseincorporated.com 

Call 404-396-3624  or visit www. Bodywiseincorporated.com 
 Mention This Ad and Schedule a 

FREE  
Consultation & Personal Training Session 

Personal training is at a private Buckhead Gym. Group Classes are at 
the Peachtree Hills Recreation Center. 
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The Price of Water 

ter to users and price subsidies. In developed 
countries, treatment costs also drive up the cost 
of water. Infrastructure maintenance and re-
placement is a significant cost driver, especially 
for older cities like Atlanta. According to the 
American Water Works Association (AWWA), 
most of the water pipes in the United States 
were installed in the early to mid-1900s. Pipes 
generally have a lifespan of 50 years. 

In the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority 
(GEFA) document, “Water and Wastewater 
Rates and Rate Structures in Georgia, 2007,” 
the authors emphasize that rate structures vary 
from municipality to municipality because they 
depend upon factors such as size of treatment 
plants, age of assets, type of water supply and 
customer base. The same document warns that 
“even when a utility customer base does not 
grow, operating costs rise every year.” Many 
municipal governments do not pass along the 
actual cost of treating water to customers; in 
other words, they subsidize the cost. 

Water rates across the nation are beginning to 
reflect the true cost of clean water. These costs 
include the cost of treating the water for potable 
use, collecting and treating the wastewater for 
return to the river or source, infrastructure 
maintenance, staffing and other costs associ-
ated with a 24-hour operation. According to 
GEFA, “pressure to maintain low or relatively 
low [water and sewer] rates forces many utili-
ties to avoid making necessary operational and 
capital expenditures”. 

In 1998, following a lawsuit for violation of the 
Clean Water Act, Atlanta was forced into action 
after years of neglect, and began a nearly $4 
billion dollar overhaul of its combined and sani-
tary sewer systems and other water infrastruc-
ture. Atlanta must complete the repairs and up-
grades to its sewage collection systems by 
2014, according to the terms of a federal Con-
sent Decree. 

To date, the City of Atlanta’s Department of Wa-
tershed Management has: 

• Constructed the Nancy Creek Tunnel, which 
has reduced sanitary sewer overflows by 60 
percent; 

• Inspected more than 1,000 miles of sewer 
pipe and cleaned more than 250 miles of 
sewer lines, resulting in fewer pipe collapses, 

(Continued on page 9) 

By Jennifer Carlile 
Assistant Manager, Public Relations, Department 

of Watershed Management, City of Atlanta 
 

Clean water is a necessity that many of us take 
for granted. Although it would be inconvenient, 
we could theoretically do without electricity and 
gasoline. Water, however, is a requirement for 
life, which might account for the notion that wa-
ter should be “free.” 

Water is a product of nature, but the water 
treatment process is an expensive human en-
deavor that requires capital, infrastructure and 
expertise. For years, U.S. consumers have en-
joyed artificially low water rates — rates that did 
not accurately reflect the cost of treating water. 

According to www.peopleandplanet.net, the 
price of water is increasing worldwide. In a 2007 
article on that website, Edwin Clark noted that, 
“Over the past five years, municipal water rates 
have increased by an average of 27 percent in 
the United States, 32 percent in the United 
Kingdom, 45 percent in Australia, 50 percent in 
South Africa and 58 percent in Canada.” 

Clark points to three factors that affect the cost 
of water: demand, the cost of transporting wa-
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Building Space for Lease 

The City of Atlanta recently purchased the THW 
Design property at 4055 Roswell Road to be an 
extension of the Blue Heron Nature Preserve. 
The new 5-acre parcel includes a beautiful 
10,000 square foot building.  

The building was designed by the architects and 
was their home office for 30 years. It is a 
unique building and sits in the middle of the Na-
ture Preserve by a pond.  

The City has authorized Blue Heron to have 
space in the building and to sub-let the addi-
tional space only to other non-profits.  If you 
are a non-profit seeking office space or know of 
an interested group, please contact Nancy Jones 
at nancyjljones@mindspring.com. 

Left to right: Bob Young, Fe Nievera (partly hid-
den), Nancy Jones, Walda Lavroff and Erika 
Archibald, leaving the building after a joint NBCA/
BHNP board visit to the building.  The building avail-
able for lease is in the background. 

Are you planning to subdivide your large lot?  
Planning to expand your home into a vacant 
part of your yard and have found out you need 
a zoning variance?  Some people learn too late 
that a hearing of their application before the 
North Buckhead Land Use and Zoning Commit-
tee is part of the review process. 
 

For more information about our review process, 
see www.northbuckheadzoning.com, which 
includes process details and instructions.  To 
schedule an appearance before our committee, 
please contact committee chair Walda Lavroff at 
waldalavroff@comcast.net or 404-233-1355.  

Plan to expand/subdivide? 

sinkholes and backups; 

• Acquired more than 1,800 acres of green-
ways to protect 24 miles of streambanks; 

• Completed sewer separation projects in 
three Atlanta communities, resulting in ad-
ditional sewer capacity while reducing com-
bined sewer overflows; and 

• Replaced water mains in several Atlanta 
communities 

Despite ongoing efforts to secure funding assis-
tance from state and federal agencies, Atlanta’s 
customers are footing most of the cost of the 
Clean Water Atlanta Program through higher 
water and sewer fees. On July 1, the second 4-
year rate increase took effect, pushing Atlanta’s 
rates among the highest in the nation. 

The days of inexpensive water are behind us. 
Meeting the growing demand for clean safe 
drinking water will require sophisticated treat-
ment systems, better asset management — with 
scheduled infrastructure maintenance and re-
placement, a qualified workforce and a little in-
genuity. And it will require a new understanding 
about the true cost of the most precious and life 
sustaining resource on the planet — water. 

(Continued from page 8) 

The Price of Water — Cont. 
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Buckhead Library Saved!  Or Is It? 

By Sue Certain 
 

On March 19, the Fulton County Board of Com-
missioners met to vote on, among other things, 
a proposal to spend $150 million to overhaul 
and expand Fulton’s library system. Some re-
gional libraries would be built; some smaller li-
braries would be closed. In the proposal was 
provision to refurbish the Buckhead Branch Li-
brary.  This would in effect reject Ben Carter’s 
bid to buy the site for $24 million, demolish our 
library, and build a parking lot or skyscraper 
there. 
 
There was a lot of community support for the 
library at the meeting.  Many of us in the audi-
ence wore red or blue “Save Our Library!” but-
tons, and about 25 people spoke.  There were 
library patrons, architects, architecture stu-
dents, and librarians, and all spoke in favor of 
saving the library.  Susan Bernard talked about 
the history of the site, when, long ago, bake 
sales raised money so that the people could buy 
land to build a library.  Patrons and librarians 
spoke of the need for a stand-alone library so 
that there would be convenient access for all —
elderly, mothers with children, persons with dis-
abilities, for example.  Speakers advocated for a 
public building on public land.  Architects and 
architectural students discussed how the build-

ing was unique, special, and architecturally sig-
nificant.  Tenet Neville shared that there had 
been about 3,500 signatures on two petitions to 
save the library — a paper one signed out in 
front of the library, and one on-line. 
 
John Szabo, head of the Atlanta-Fulton Library 
System, spoke to the Commission about the li-
brary proposal and then it came to a vote.  Tom 
Lowe had been present in the morning for the 
public comments portion of the meeting; in the 
afternoon, when the vote was held, he was not 
present.  Robb Pitts argued strongly and at 
length to delay the vote.  He wanted to have 
very thorough evidence there was or was not a 
covenant on the land  bought many years ago 
for the purpose of building a library (John Szabo 
stated there was not such a covenant).  Pitts 
also felt that the vote should be held when Tom 
Lowe, District 4 (where our library is located) 
Commissioner, was present.  According to the 
AJC, Pitts wanted more time to research 
whether Fulton should accept Ben Carter’s bid to 
buy the library, and the land it is on, for rede-
velopment as part of the Streets of Buckhead. 
 
The other commissioners did not agree.  The 
library proposal was therefore put to a vote.  
Robb Pitts abstained from voting.   John Eaves, 
Bill Edwards, Lynne Riley, Emma Darnell, and 
Nancy Boxill voted to approve the library pro-
posal, thereby preserving our library.  There will 
probably be a bond issue to build and refurbish 
libraries for Fulton County voters to decide on in 
November. 
 
It was inspiring for me to get involved in this 
project.  If people had not spoken up, sent e-
mails, written letters, initiated and signed peti-
tions, demonstrated in front of the library, and 
attended and spoken at government meetings, 
our library and its land would have been sold 
and the library demolished.  Instead of having 
an architecturally significant free-standing li-
brary on public land, we would have a library in 
a few rooms on an upper floor of a skyscraper.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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It would be inaccessible in a number of ways 
and not really “our” library.  I learned that if 
people unite and fight for something that we 
believe in, we can make a difference. 
 
Update:  As we go to press, there have been 
new developments.  Ben Carter has come back 
with a proposal to build a replica of our library 
elsewhere in Buckhead for $24 million for the 
land and library construction.  Then he will take 
the land where the library is located now for his 
Streets of Buckhead development. 
 
I see a number of problems with the proposal.  
It is not much different from what has already 
been voted on, which was disapproved.  The li-
brary was built for a specific site and much of its 
world-renowned architectural value depends on 
the site.  Ida Williams gave land to the county 
with the understanding that it would always be 
for a library, and to sell that land after having 
taken it with that understanding (not to mention 
the bake sales, described previously) would not 
be ethical.  Finally, a large parcel of land in 
Buckhead and good construction of a large, new 
library would cost significantly more than $24 
million.  As we go to press, the Fulton County 
Commission will vote on July 2.  It remains to 
be seen if they will do the right thing. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Library — Continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James L. Cosgrove, JD 
Managing Broker 
NPU business representative           
 
We Sell Buckhead™ 
• free website:  www.123yourstreet.com 
• 24/7 access to your showings and visitor feedback 
• staging and color consultation 
• market analysis with comparable sales price history 
• Buckhead’s Home Team ™ 
• owned and operated in Buckhead 
 

404-841-9000 for no-obligation consultation 
 

www.buckheadrealty.net 

The Buckhead Experts ™ 

 
 

By Jane Zoelick 

Atlanta Public Schools has purchased land in or-
der to create a new educational center for Sarah 
Smith Elementary School. Valerie Thomas, APS 
Director of Facilities, says “We are excited about 
the opportunity to create a primary center at 
4141 Wieuca Road. We believe it will help re-
lieve overcrowding at the main campus, and it 
will be a benefit to the entire community.” The 
site is large enough for a potential Kindergarten 
through 5th grade school in the future, and the 
initial structure is being planned to allow for the 
addition of classrooms at a later date. 

The center is expected to be ready for occu-
pancy mid-year 2009-2010. Until then, kinder-
garten students will continue to be accommo-
dated at the current Kindergarten Annex located 
at 4100 Roswell Road, and 1st through 5th grade 
students will be taught at the main campus at 
370 Old Ivy Road.  Once the new center is avail-
able, the Kindergarten Annex will close. 

No changes will be made to the current Sarah 
Smith attendance zone with the creation of the 
new facility. APS believes the new educational 
center will provide a 7-10 year solution for over-
crowding at Sarah Smith. Using a 32% growth 
factor, APS estimates there will be 1100 stu-
dents at the two facilities for the 2017-2018 
school year. If this growth occurs, there would 
then be a need to expand the newly planned 
primary center to a K-5 school. 

New School: 4141 Wieuca 
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Over 100 members and guests of the NBCA at-
tended our annual meeting on March 27 at St. 
James United Methodist Church.  As always, the 
food was delicious — chicken strips, raw vegeta-
bles with dip, cookies and baklava were some of 
the edibles.  We met new neighbors and greeted 
familiar ones. 

After dinner and socializing, we gathered for our 
program and featured speakers.  They were an 
interesting and informative group:  Dianne 
Harnell Cohen, Commissioner of Parks, Rec-
reation, and Cultural Affairs; Major James 
Sellers, Commander, Atlanta Police Department 
Zone Two; Georgia House Representative Ed 
Lindsey; Atlanta City Councilmember Howard 
Shook; and Katy Pattillo, former Chair of the 
Atlanta Board of Education and District Four 
Board Member. 

Nancy Jones, Chair of the Environmental Com-
mittee, and Gordon Certain, President of 
NBCA, presented Commissioner Cohen with a 
plaque of appreciation for all she had done for 
North Buckhead — especially the acquisition by 
the City of land for the new Little Nancy Creek 
Park on Peachtree-Dunwoody Road.  The park is 
now a passive green space and forest, with a 
crumbling house and invasive plants such as 
privet growing in the woods.  But there will, in 
the future, be a vision and many hours of work 
to develop our new park. 

Ms. Cohen shared that Parks, Recreation, and 
Cultural Affairs includes 351 parks, 32 recrea-
tion centers, 20 outdoor pools, tennis courts, 
golf courses, Lakewood Fairgrounds, Oakland 
Cemetery, and Zoo Atlanta.  She described all 
this as “the heart and soul of the city”. 

Major Sellers spoke next.  He and his wife Val-
erie live on North Ivy Road, “nine doors down 
from Gordon Certain and Sally Silver right be-
hind me, so I have to fly right.”  Chris Tanner, 
another policeman, was also at the meeting.  He 
drives a motorcycle through the neighborhood 
and looks out for “mail theft”, which “we don’t 
tolerate”. 

Major Sellers shared that the “ring robbers” of 
last year were apprehended, had been tried, 

and will be in prison a long time.  Our commu-
nity is especially afflicted with car break-ins:  it 
is a crime of opportunity.  Don’t leave your GPS 
system or laptop sitting on the front seat of 
your parked car, he advised. 

After Major Sellers, Ed Lindsey gave his presen-
tation.  A bill (that he introduced) was passed in 
the Georgia legislature that impact fees would 
be spent where they are raised.  This is good 
news for Buckhead, as previously impact fees 
paid in our area were being used for other parts 
of town.  The Georgia four-year graduation rate 
has improved; it was 62%, now it is 72%.  Mr. 
Lindsey serves on the House Education Commit-
tee, so he feels especially good about this pro-
gress.  He shared his cell number (404-316-
4466) and e-mail (elindsey@gmlj), and asked 
us to contact him the day before, not the day 
after, legislation is voted on. 

Howard Shook, our district’s City Councilman, 
was next.  Mr. Shook noted that there had been 
problems with recent voting at St. James 
Church: turnout was twice what was expected, 
and there were too few of the balky, slow com-
puters.  He advised us to “vote early” in Novem-
ber.  In a recession, fewer skyscrapers will be 
going up.  He anticipates that this trend will last 
3-5 years.  Something else will be going up, 
however:  sewer and water rates.  Due to legal 
and economic constraints, this is unavoidable.  
(See “The Price of Water”, page 8, for more.)   

Finally, Katy Pattillo addressed the crowd.  Join-
ing her was Valerie Thomas, head of facilities 
for the APS, who explained more about the need 
for the new primary center and related deci-
sions.  Ms. Pattillo said she was proud that 
100% of elementary schools in the Atlanta 
school system made the Annual Yearly progress 
required by No Child Left Behind.  When youth 
who are now in 12th grade attended Sarah 
Smith, there were 325 students; now there are 
843.  Fifteen years ago, there were four kinder-
garten classrooms; now there are eight.  So…a 
new school is needed.  Specifically, a new pri-
mary center is needed.  The highlight of Ms. 
Pattillo’s speech was that a new primary center 
was planned to be built at 4141 Wieuca Road.  
The school board was doing due diligence at this 
time to investigate the site.  This announcement 
was greeted with strong controversy by some in 
the audience, especially concerning traffic on 
Wieuca Road.  There was heated discussion, and 
Ms. Pattillo earned her salary as a school board 
member addressing these concerns.  (See “New 
School: 4141 Wieuca”, page 11, for more.) 

A great deal of information was presented at the 
meeting.  We have only been able to touch on 
highlights in this article.  Come to the annual 
meeting next year to learn a lot about your 
neighborhood! 

Neighbors Meet, Greet, Learn 
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The Connect Atlanta vision for the Piedmont/
Roswell/Habersham intersections was a possible 
new street grid in the area as surrounding shop-
ping centers on both sides of Roswell Road were 
redeveloped.  With that proposal available, 
neighborhood representatives realized that a 
substantial step had already been taken to cre-
ate a common vision of Atlanta’s own 2½-mile 
segment of Roswell Road.       

(Continued from page 1) Area neighborhoods, the Buckhead Coalition and 
BATMA are currently exploring possible funding 
mechanisms for our own LCI plan.  Land use/ 
zoning issues loom large, since the neighbor-
hoods want to avoid a repetition of a Peachtree-
style high-rise canyon.  Rather, it is hoped that 
moderate-density buildings, pedestrian and 
transit-friendly streets and pocket parks will 
provide a friendlier environment.   We expect 
that a key feature of a redeveloped Roswell 
Road will be “affordable retail” (see following 
item).   

NBCA Board            
Andrea Bennett   andrea0599@gmail.com           404-231-4130 
Gordon Certain     gordon@nbca.org            404-231-1192 
Rita Christopher    ritachristopher@bellsouth.net     404-237-5878 
Robert Cook      robert.h.cook@att.net         404-822-7978 
David Dollar       ddollar@mindspring.com       404-231-5137   
Dieter Franz       cdfranz@comcast.net         404-261-8697 
Waldtraut Lavroff  waldalavroff@comcast.net       404-233-1355   
Bob Young      youngebh@comcast.net        404-255-1315 
Robert Sarkissian    oversark@bellsouth.net        404-504-9444 
 

NBCA Committees 
Piper Harris     pipernharris@aol.com      404-395-4778 
Nancy Jones     nancyjljones@mindspring.com     404-814-8228 
Mandy LeCompte mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com404-386-6839 
Fe C. Nievera    fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net  404-254-2474 
Susan Richardson  chadrich@bellsouth.net         404-231-0152 
Staci Wasserman     staciadam@comcast.net 
 
 

Web Sites 
NBCA       www.nbca.org 
NBCA Zoning    www.northbuckheadzoning.com 

Neighborhood Markers  
 Chair    Robert Cook  
 
New Neighbor Greeting 
Chair     Rita Christopher 
Vice Chair Susan Richardson 
   
Newsletter  
 Editor     Gordon Certain 
 Ass’t Ed.  Sue Certain 
  
NPU-B Representative 
       Andrea Bennett 
  
Playgrounds 
 Chair   Mandy LeCompte 
 Playgroups Staci Wasserman 
 
Sidewalks 
 Chair    Robert Cook 
 

NBCA Officers  
President  Gordon Certain 
Vice Pres.  Rita Christopher 
Secretary  Bob Young  
Treasurer  Dieter Franz  
 
Beautification  
 Chair       Rita Christopher                                                
       Kevin McCauley 
       Kim McCauley 
 
Christmas Tree Sale 
 Chair     David Dollar 
 
Greenspace & Environment 
 Chair     Nancy Jones  
 
Membership  
 Acting Chair Gordon Certain 
 Condos    Piper Harris  
  

Social/Special Events 
 Chair   Piper Harris  
 
Street Captains  
 Chair     Open 
 
Traffic  
 Chair     Robert Sarkissian 
 
Volunteer Coordinator  
 Chair     Fe C. Nievera  
 
Web Sites   
 Chair    Gordon Certain 
 Zoning   Andrea Bennett 
 
Land Use and Zoning  
 Chair     Walda Lavroff 
 Vice Chair Andrea Bennett 
  

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs 

 Roswell Road Corridor Initiative? — Continued 

Sam Massell: “Affordable Retail” Needed  

Buckhead Coalition President Sam Massell has 
asked realtors that attention be given to preser-
vation of small independent retailers.  Speaking 
before the local Education Committee of the In-
ternational Council of Shopping Centers, he ex-
plained that the "mom and pop" stores are dis-
appearing in the path of Buckhead's rapid 
growth.  

"Urban America's explosive development is see-
ing a loss of the individual entrepreneurs — not 
only to mergers and acquisitions by the chains, 
but due to basic rental increases pricing them 
out of the market.  Every time a strip center is 
sold and demolished for another high-rise, we 
lose the beauty salon, ice cream parlor, book 
store, hardware business, gift shop, and more," 
said Massell. 

He explained this is not only an important part 
of our economic fabric, but “these local opera-
tors are very important to the surrounding 
neighborhoods." He added, "it's really a 'quality 
of life' issue!" 

A lot has been proposed to encourage 
“affordable housing", which he endorses, but 
the former Atlanta mayor pleaded "that similar 
thought be given some plan to arrange 
'affordable retailing'. Where zoning incentives or 
tax abatements are given for such housing, a 
parallel plan could work to ensure reasonably 
priced space for the 'mom and pops'.” 

This diagram shows the Connect Atlanta artist’s    
vision for the Roswell/Piedmont/Habersham intersec-
tions superimposed on a map for the Roswell Road 
area.  The Roswell Road Initiative would fill in the 

details for the rest of the Roswell Road Corridor. See 
www.nbca.org/traffic/ConnectAtlanta. 
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Marvin and Naava used to live in Decatur, but 
they moved to Ivy Chase (a.k.a. Glenridge 
Place) to be near their store.  Naava likes living 
so close she can walk to work, which she does 
two days a week.    

Maria talked to us about her life and dreams.  
We remembered Maria fondly as someone who 
gives (almost) painless flu shots.  Maria is from 
Miami and then Melbourne Beach, Florida. When 
she was fifteen, she worked in a family phar-
macy and came to realize that “this was what I 
wanted to do with my life”.  But when she was 
in Mercer Pharmacy School, she despaired of 
finding a pharmacy like that:  they were rare.  
She wanted the family atmosphere, greater 
level of service, and personal relationships that 
she did not see in a chain.  Then Marvin Lieber 
called her for an interview and the rest is his-
tory.  Maria now lives near Candler Park.    
Maria and Naava said that Maria has become 
“extended family” of the Liebers.     

Tuxedo has pharmacy interns from Mercer and 
Maria is their preceptor.  Part-time pharmacists 
also work here. 

Tuxedo is one of the few independently-owned 
pharmacies in the Buckhead area.  They feel 
there are advantages one does not find in chain 
pharmacies:     

• They offer prescription delivery to custom-
ers’ homes (which was much appreciated 
when Gordon had cancer five years ago).   

• Their service is more personal than at a 
chain.  They know customers, including 
their children, grandchildren, cats, dogs, 
etc.  They share good and bad times.  It is 
a warmer atmosphere. 

• They are a “doggy-friendly” store, plus 
there is one cat who comes in on a leash. 

• They have hard-to-find items for medical 
and other needs. 

(Continued on page 15) 

By Sue and Gordon Certain 

We like to report occasionally on the interesting 
people who make North Buckhead the wonderful 
neighborhood it is.  So recently, we sat down in 
the waiting area in front of the pharmacy 
counter of the Tuxedo Pharmacy, and spoke 
with Naava Lieber, owner, and Maria Sikking, 
Pharm. D., MBA, who is head pharmacist at  
Tuxedo.  The Tuxedo Pharmacy is located on 
West Wieuca, on the right a little past Roswell 
Road going towards Chastain Park.  Also present 
were Grant Lieber, Naava’s stepson and phar-
macy technician; and Naava’s ten-week-old 
grandson, Miles Sasine, whom Maria held as we 
spoke.   

Naava and Marvin Lieber, North Buckhead resi-
dents, own the pharmacy.  Naava was born and 
raised in Tel Aviv, Israel, as you can tell from 
her Southern (Israeli) accent.  She came to visit 
a mutual friend in Miami and met Marvin.  He 
was a pharmacist and they started their busi-
ness here in 1981, the Tuxedo Pharmacy lo-
cated where the Blockbuster’s on Roswell Road 
is today.  That Tuxedo Pharmacy was founded in 
1952 by “Dr. Miles”; Naava and Marvin bought it 
from him.  In 1987, the pharmacy moved to the 
Roswell and Wieuca location many of us remem-
ber. That location was Clyatt’s, then Kelly’s, 
then Tuxedo.  Two years ago, the Tuxedo Phar-
macy moved to West Wieuca.       

Info@jacobslandscape.com 

ξ Maintenance Contracts 

ξ Irrigation Systems Install & Repair 

ξ Plant Installations 

ξ Fertilization & Weed Control   

ξ Season Color              

ξ Grading/Drainage 

(404) 329-0408 

Serving Buckhead Since 1989 

JACOBS 
LANDSCAPE COMPANY, INC. 

2499 Cheshire Bridge Rd.   
Atlanta, GA 30324 

Customer service is our top priority! 

The Tuxedo Pharmacy: A Neighborhood Institution 

L-R: Grant, little Miles, Maria and Naava. 
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Aerus Electrolux                       404-233-3387 

at&t - Wireless Etc                               404-233-9898 

Tishann Brown - Realtor          404-310-5548 

Buckhead Coalition    3340 Peachtree Rd#560  

Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000 

Carol Cahill, Realtor                   404-495-8398 

Chapes - JPL, LTD                                             ChapesJPL.com 

www.ClubhouseGAS.com                                              Youth Sports 

DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403 

Diazo Specialty Printing             3872 Roswell Rd 

Jackie Goodman, Realtor                 404-233-4633 

Grand Hyatt Atlanta                3300 Peachtree Rd 

Shirley Irek Piano Studio                 404-467-9451 

Ivy Realty - Tom Hicks                     404-307-4488         

Jones & Kolb, CPAs                       404-262-7920 

www.LakemooreColonyCondominiums.com 

Loridans Ventures                         404-872-1924  

Kevin & Deb-C McGuire,Realtors 404-233-0542 

Miller Brothers, Ltd.       www.millerbrothers.com 

Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.     404-814-1973 

Old Ivy Dental                   www.oldivydental.com 

Parc at Buckhead    www.parcatbuckhead.com 

Pope & Land Enterprises www.popeandland.com  

Presstine Cleaners                            4455 Roswell Rd 

Realtors, The Hinsons www.northbuckhead.com 

Regent Partners                                     www.regentpartners.com 

Scotland Wright & Assoc. www.scotlandwright.com 

Suzy Smith, Realtor                       404-307-0347 

The Cat Doctor, Inc.              4716 Roswell Rd 

Tuxedo Pharmacy                     164 W. Wieuca Rd 

Water Columns             www.watercolumns.com 

William Word Antiques         707-709 Miami Cir 

NanYoung, Ke ll er Wi l l iams Rea l ty  www.TheSuitsTeam.com 

Area Businesses Support NBCA 

These businesses support your neighborhood association with their  
NBCA business memberships.  Please support them. 

Area businesses, please join us!  Can you think of another way to get visibility for your  business for so 
little money?  To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $50 check to:   

NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342.  (Use the membership coupon on page 16.)  

 North Buckhead Area Map 

North Buckhead and surrounding areas. 

The Suzuki School, the only school in the United 
States authorized to use Dr. Shinichi Suzuki's 
name and philosophy in the context of a com-
prehensive early childhood education, will open 
a second location in Buckhead this fall. The new 
school will be housed in newly renovated space 
in the Ahavath Achim Synagogue at the corner 
of Peachtree Battle and Northside Drive.  For 
more information about The Suzuki School, 
please visit the school website at 
www.suzukischool.com or call 404-869-1042.  

2nd Suzuki School Opens 

  Naava and Maria like the “cozy” new location.  
Their old location was more convenient for us, 
and the parking and logistics of the new location 
can be a little more challenging than before, 
particularly when there are events at the 
Chastain Amphitheatre.  It is worth it, however, 
to have the personal service and unique atmos-
phere of this extraordinary store.  On television, 
there are lots of commercials about caring phar-
macists who give personal service at chain or 
grocery drug stores.  At the Tuxedo Pharmacy, 
we have found this in real life. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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  North Buckhead  

 Civic Association 

 PO Box 420391 

 Atlanta, GA 30342 

Please Deliver  
by July 18 

Are You A 
Member? 

 

Presort  
Standard 

US Postage 
PAID 

Atlanta, GA 
Permit # 2431 

 Beautification / Park  Membership— Business  Newsletter  Traffic Committee 

 Christmas Tree Sale  Membership— Household  Playgrounds / Kids  Volunteer Coordination 

 Environment/Trees  Neighborhood Directory  Sidewalks  Web Site  

 Friend of the Park  Neighborhood Signs  Social Events  Zoning/Land Use 

 Legal/Professional  New Neighbors - Greet   Stuff Envelopes  Other _____________ 

Yes!   I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the… 

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Mail to: NBCA, P.O.  Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391 

Website — www.nbca.org    E-mail — nbca@nbca.org 
 

Annual membership dues — Household $25 / Business $50 (12 months starting today or from when your member-
ship expires) 

Please enclose your check payable to NBCA  
 

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________  Date __________________ 
                    Please print carefully 

Address ______________________________________________   Year you moved to North Buckhead _____ 
 

E-mail #1 ____________________________________  E-mail #2 ______________________________________ 
                    Please print very carefully 

Phone (Home) ____________________  Phone (Work) _____________________  Cell _____________________ 
 

  We (I)  are     are not interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.   
 

Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for: 

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services: _____________________________________        
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In addition to my $25/50 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $___ Legal $___ and Greenspace Fund $___  
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