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Our Fall Fling will be held on Mountain Drive be-
tween Arden Way and North Ivy Road.   

As always, our Fall Fling is an opportunity to 
meet your neighbors, enjoy some food and bev-
erages and have a good time.  As always, we 
plan to have fun for the kids, too.  There is a 
small charge for NBCA non-members, but you 
can join and eat for free.  (If you are not mem-
bers, you may join when you arrive; household 
annual dues are just $25.)  

Please drop in from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Please 
walk if you live nearby and, if you drive, make 
sure that cars aren’t parked on both sides of the 
road in a way that would impede traffic or cause 
a pedestrian hazard.  Please walk and drive 
carefully in the Fling area — it will be busy.   

Here are the plans so far:   
inflatable slide and “bouncing 
room” for the kids, games, 
cotton candy, magician/
balloon sculptor, fire truck, a 
DJ, and food.  Look for an up-
date at www.nbca.org or via 
e-mail. There will be no rain-
out date.   

We hope to see you. 

It is always fun. 

Join us!  

 

 

Connect Atlanta, a visionary $1 million compre-
hensive traffic plan for the City of Atlanta, is 
nearing its final phases.  Our newsletter has had 
many articles about Connect Atlanta.   

While this article is about the key inadequacies 
of the plan as far as Buckhead is involved, the 
overall plan is a great idea and has much value 
to the City.  As Atlanta grows, careful attention 
must be paid to the needs and connections for 
the entire City.  It is clear that if most of the 
plan is accomplished, Atlanta will be a different  
and better city.  But, there are projects that 
need to be added to the plan and others that 
need to come out.  Read this article and then 
ask your government officials to fix this plan. 

Dis-Connect #1: No I-85/GA400 fix 

From the start, Buckhead neighborhoods identi-
fied the incomplete interchange connecting GA 
400 to I-85 as the #1 traffic problem for Buck-
head, a sentiment shared  by the business com-
munity.  Because this interchange was never 
completed and lanes connecting southbound GA 
400 to northbound I-85 (and vice versa) don’t 
exist, vehicles clog surface streets like Piedmont 
Road and Roxboro Road to make the connec-
tion.  Some call it the “Sidney Marcus Shuffle”.  
The effect is regional, impacting central and 
eastern Buckhead and western DeKalb County.     

Imagine everyone’s dismay at the “final” Con-
nect Atlanta public meeting for Buckhead on 
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NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month,  
 Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of 
month 
 Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Playgrounds — No standing meetings at this 
time.   
   Meetings may be announced by e-mail. 
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian 
 oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444 

Copperhead Snakes:  Some Tips and Tricks 

By Erika Archibald 

You may have noticed recent items in our NBCA 
e-mails to the neighborhood about folks finding 
copperhead snakes in their yards recently. And 
this “trend” is happening elsewhere in the metro 
area as well. But don’t worry — it’s just a nor-
mal seasonal change. At this time of year, the 
snakes are trying to bulk up, so that they can be 
more prepared for their brumation in the coming 
winter season. Brumation is a seasonal 
“slowdown” of the snake’s metabolism. Though 
it is not a true hibernation, snakes still need to 
be in good shape (i.e. have enough weight) to 
survive the cold months. 

 
Another factor in the apparent copperhead 
“explosion” is the fact that the late summer/
early fall is a time when we see a second season 
of squirrels and chipmunks being born. This 
means that there’s an influx of extra “food” for 
the snakes, just at the time when they need to 
put on some weight. 

If you see copperheads (which are venomous 
although less likely to strike than non-venomous 
snakes) in your yard and you are not comfort-

able with just letting them be, there is a way to 
capture them safely, which is a better option 
than trying to kill them. (By the way, the snakes 
are protected by federal law, so that’s some-
thing to consider when you’re deciding what to 
do.) 

To capture the snake safely, you can take a 
large, lidded garbage can and put in on its side 
somewhat to the front of the snake. Then you 
can stand behind the snake a safe distance 
away, and tap on the ground with a rake or 
shovel. This should scare the snake, which 
should move forward and into the garbage can. 
Once it’s inside, you can upright the can and 
close the lid securely. The snake can then be 
relocated. (For help in relocation and more    
information, you can call the Chattahoochee  
Nature Center’s wildlife department — 770-992-
2055.) 

It’s also a good idea to make sure what you 
have is really a copperhead. These snakes are 
often confused with midland water snakes, 
which have a similar pattern (but with some sig-
nificant differences). The midland water snake is 
NOT venomous. 

Erika Archibald, Ph.D. is a volunteer at the 
Chattahoochee Nature Center’s wildlife clinic, 

where several copperheads are currently 
“visiting” while awaiting relocation…. 

Adult Copperhead Snake Area Wildlife Photos  

Many neighbors have sent in their pictures of 
area wildlife, including, of course, copperheads.  
We also have pictures of a deer which visited 
several days recently on Wieuca Terrace,  a big 
alligator snapping turtle on the sidewalk on 
Lakemoore Drive, and a variety of other critters.  
These animals and more are on NBCA’s web 
site.  Go to www.nbca.org/wildlife.  (See exam-
ples on pages 7 and 8 of this newsletter.)  If 
you have pictures you want to share, send them 
to gordon@nbca.org.  Let us know if you do not 
want us to use your name on our web site. 
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New Post Park and Path, Plus Better Access to MARTA 

 

New Post Path to Phipps and Greenspace  

In 2005, NBCA and NPU-B negotiated rezoning 
conditions for the “Alexander Tract”, sandwiched 
between Phipps Boulevard and the cul-de-sac 
area on North Stratford Road.  Out of those ne-
gotiations came several conditions: an area of 
greenspace (park) would be set aside along 
North Stratford, and a pedestrian path would 
enable neighbors to walk to Phipps Boulevard 
from the area near the cul-de-sac to the end of 
Alexander Road which has sidewalks that lead to 
Phipps Boulevard.     

In September, NBCA and Post Properties exe-
cuted an agreement that permits North Buck-
head residents access the new path and park 
during daylight hours.  The full text of the 
agreed-upon rules are posted on our web site at 
www.nbca.org/parks/post_alexander.  The map 
below shows the area involved in this agree-
ment.   

Northern Concourse to MARTA 

The new Post path doesn’t merely make Phipps 
Plaza closer for some North Buckhead pedestri-
ans.  It also shortens the walk to “Northern 
Concourse”, a new pedestrian bridge to the 
Buckhead MARTA station from Stratford Road to 
the east.   

One of the worst aspects of having the MARTA 
Buckhead Station in the neighborhood is that it 
is extremely inaccessible for most of our resi-
dents.  The new concourse may help shoppers 
at Phipps Plaza, residents of the Park Avenue 

Artist’s depiction of the Northern Concourse, viewed 
from the Stratford Road side of GA400. 

tower and other North Buckhead residents east 
of GA400.  With the concourse, it will be possi-
ble to walk along Phipps Boulevard, crossing the 
Buckhead Loop to the continuation of Phipps 
Boulevard over to Stratford Road and from there 
to MARTA (and Tower Place) via the concourse.   

We understand that construction of the Northern 
Concourse will start later this year.  

This map shows the location of the new greenspace 
park and path at the southern end of North Stratford 
Road.  It also shows the approximate location of the 
Northern Concourse to the Buckhead MARTA station. 
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Park Design Kickoff Session for Our New Park 

By Mandy LeCompte 

 
On September 23, the new Friends of Little 
Nancy Creek Park group held its first public 
planning session.  This was the beginning of a 
ten-month process to envision what features 
and improvements the park on Peachtree Dun-
woody Road at Winall Down Road will ultimately 
have. 

The Friends group is a joint endeavor of resi-
dents of the North Buckhead and Brookhaven 
neighborhoods and each neighborhood was well 
represented among the 18 attendees.  

The new Little Nancy Creek Park is a five-acre 
tract which the City purchased in 2007.  Please 
visit www.nbca.org/Parks to see recent photos 
and other information about the park. The di-
lapidated home and other structures on the site 
were demolished in August.  

In our July newsletter, we described the 
$25,000 design grant our park had been 
awarded by Park Pride.  Nandita Godbole, 
Park Visioning Program Assistant for Park Pride, 
conducted the planning session.  She outlined 
the ten-month process which will result in a 
comprehensive park master plan that will be 
used to guide future construction and fund rais-
ing efforts.  To see other park master plans and 
learn more about Park Pride, visit 
www.parkpride.org/visio.html. 

 

Park Pride's Walt Ray, Director of Park Vision-
ing and an expert in park design, will guide area 
residents in future sessions including a Design 
Workshop and Preliminary and Final Design Re-
view Meetings.  These meetings are open to all 
interested residents from North Buckhead, 
Brookhaven and other area neighborhoods.   

The first step in the process is the formation of 
a Park Steering Committee.  If you are inter-
ested in this and/or if you are not on the e-mail 
list for the new park, send an e-mail to Mandy 
LeCompte, mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com.  
Mandy is chair of NBCA’s Playgrounds commit-
tee and, together with Brookhaven’s Lisa 
Dickerson, coordinates communications for the 
Friends group.  If you don’t have e-mail, send a 
letter to LNC Park, PO Box 420391, Atlanta GA 
30342 and ask to be notified of future meetings.  
Please include your name, address and phone 
number. 

Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
October 21 at a place to be determined —  
please stay tuned. 

Neighbors from Brookhaven and North Buckhead at-
tending the kick-off planning meeting. 

Nandita Godbole (center) talks with meeting partici-
pants about the park visioning process. 
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An aftereffect of disasters, natural and man-
made, is that electricity service is interrupted, 
often for days.  For most survivors, this is a ma-
jor inconvenience.  For others who lose their 
medications or whose prescriptions have run 
out, the loss of electricity could be life-
threatening if their local pharmacy can’t dis-
pense drugs.   The Buckhead Coalition, Home 
Depot, and other companies have worked to 
help protect residents in northern Atlanta from 
this problem.  So far, all 18 of the area’s phar-
macies who wanted them have received new 
generators through the Coalition’s “Emergency 
Pharmacy Generator Program”.    

In July, Garth Peters of the Coalition delivered 
a new generator to Grant and Naava Lieber at 
Tuxedo Pharmacy on West Wieuca Road.  Ac-
cording to Peters, “75% of the funding is via 
grants, 20% through discounts, leaving 5% to 
be paid by the pharmacy.”   

This is an excellent program and the Buckhead 

  

Buckhead Coalition: Area Pharmacies Get Generators 

Coalition, Home Depot and other participants 
are to be commended for their service to our 
community.  We are writing this article not only 
to thank them but also to make residents aware 
that, even though electricity may have been 
knocked out in a disaster, our local pharmacies 
are likely to be open for business because of 
this program. 

  

Christmas Tree Sale Dec.6-7 

Every year NBCA sells high-quality Christmas 
trees and wreaths at Sarah Smith School.  You 
will be able to order your tree at reduced pre-
sale prices using the form in our December 
newsletter or a downloaded tree form from our 
web page at www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm.  Fly-
ers will also be available to students at Sarah 
Smith School.  Current NBCA members and peo-
ple who purchased a tree/wreath last year or 
the year before will also receive a green tree 
order postcard which will arrive earlier than the 
newsletter.  If you are not an NBCA member 
and didn’t buy recently or have changed your 
address, send a letter to PO Box 420391, At-
lanta, GA 30342 to request a card.   

Neighbors who pre-order are given a special op-
portunity to pick out their favorite tree before 
the open sale is held.  This special period is on 
Saturday morning, December 1 from 9:00 AM to 
11:00 AM.   

For those who want to help with the sale, you 
will get a small discount and the satisfaction of 
helping your neighborhood.  If you are inter-
ested in working a two-hour shift, please con-
tact David Dollar at ddollar@mindspring.com 
with “Christmas Tree Sale” on the e-mail subject 
line. 

If you need a very large tree, it can be special 
ordered.  Details are provided on the web page, 
above. 

Grant and Naava Lieber (left) of the Tuxedo  
Pharmacy accept a new back-up generator from 
Garth Peters (right) of the Buckhead Coalition. 
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The evolving urge to yak on cell phones 24/7 is 
transforming “homo sapiens” into “homo 
connectus”. That is a distinct change from much 
more artistic earlier communication forms such 
as yodeling or the sending of smoke signals.  

The current technological trend calls for cell 
phone service providers to expand their band 
width areas with taller, multi-tiered cell towers 
which are popping up everywhere.  

Communication towers within proximity of 
residential areas — vigorously opposed by some 
residents until a few years ago — have now 
become more or less accepted, provided they 
are appropriately camouflaged.  

Your Land Use/Zoning Committee recently 
reviewed an application for remodeling the 
existing cell tower on Statewood Road.  This 
100 feet high concrete “pine tree” tower will 
need to grow another 35 feet to live up to its 
growing demand.  

While the applicant could not tell us just which 
variety of Southern pine this tower will 
resemble, he promised to send us his “Miracle 

By Walda Lavroff, Chair 
Land Use/Zoning Committee 

Growth” formula (a condition suggested by our 
esteemed committee member Bob Young).  
Most residents are likely to be unaware of this 
cell tower change, for which the committee 
recommended approval.    

[The easiest way to see the existing “tree” is 
from southbound GA400 just as you near the 
bridge over Mountain Way — look up to your left 
at the top of the hill and you can see it.  It may 
also be visible from the end of Statewood Road, 
especially when it is 35 feet taller. Also, the 
tower is on not on residential land; it is on land 
belonging to MARTA. — Ed.] 

A more concerned note:  we have observed that 
some home construction sites appear to vary 
from code so that they ought to have gone 
through the Variance process, including 
neighborhood input.  Since construction permits  
were issued without this process, we remind 
homeowners to observe and protect their 
property rights.  

 The listing of applications that the L/Z 
committee processed is available at our 

website: www.Northbuckheadzoning.com, click: 
Agenda. Webmistress: Andrea Bennett, 

committee vice-chair. 

Recent Work by the NBCA Land Use/Zoning Committee 
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By Sue and Gordon Certain 

Many of us have wondered:  what is “The Belt-
line”?  We have heard of it, and imagined differ-
ent things.  Is it like I-285, only smaller, and 
made up of biking and hiking trails?  Is it a rail-
road?  Does it include Buckhead?  Does it in-
clude North Buckhead? 

These and other questions are answered by the 
free monthly Beltline tour, given by the Trust for 
Public Land.  The tour lasts from about 11:00 
AM – 2:00 PM.  A free box lunch for each par-
ticipant is provided by New York Mellon Bank. 

This bus tour starts at Piedmont Park.  Partici-
pants see that the Beltline is actually four seg-
ments of railroad tracks that go around the city, 
none of them more than a mile and a half from 
the city center.  So, while these are deserted, 
rusting tracks that have been abandoned, the 
tour also offers an attractive view of the down-
town Atlanta skyline.  The railroad right-of-way 
is surrounded by fields of kudzu and weeds; 
these are urban areas of unrealized potential.  
Between the segments of tracks are 
“disconnects”, areas where the City is searching 
for land to complete the Beltline.   

The Beltline proposal grew from a 1999 gradu-
ate thesis by Ryan Gravel, a student in Archi-
tecture and City Planning at Georgia Tech.  For-
mer City Council President Cathy Woolard 
learned of the idea, and now it is on its way to 
becoming reality.  The Beltline will take shape in 
phases over 25 years.  It will be an “emerald 
necklace” encircling downtown Atlanta.   

The tour goes through neighborhoods such as 
Grant Park, Cabbagetown, West End, and Pitts-
burgh; the Beltline will ultimately connect 45 
neighborhoods.  Tour participants see many dif-
ferent kinds of homes and parks in areas as dif-
ferent as Buckhead and Vine City.  Four differ-

  

Touring the Beltline 

ent high schools, such as Grady and Booker T. 
Washington, are on the route.  The tour intro-
duces participants to an Atlanta many have 
never seen before.  Washington Park, Atlanta’s 
first African-American park, is included, as is a 
huge granite quarry, bought by the City as a 
reservoir.   

The Beltline does include Buckhead at the north-
ern end, but not North Buckhead.  It includes 
Collier Hills, Peachtree Hills, and the Lindbergh 
area.  It includes Piedmont Hospital.  Piedmont 
Hospital management hopes that the Beltline 
will be a good way for some of their employees 
to get to work.   

The Beltline will be connected by bus or by light 
rail, so it is both a transportation/transit solu-
tion and a project to re-invigorate and rede-
velop parts of the city, some of which really 
need it.  Atlanta’s greenspace will increase enor-
mously.  A section of the Beltline’s walking trail 
has actually been completed in Southwest At-
lanta — there is room for walking, biking, and 
skateboarding.  This is a mammoth project.                   

If you want to take the tour, call Susan Patter-
son at the Trust for Public Land at 404-873-
7306, ext. 260.  It’s an interesting and exciting 
journey through a part of Atlanta you would 
probably not otherwise see; and you will proba-
bly come away thinking that, finally, you know 
what the Beltline is. 

  

Deer on Wieuca Terrace 

Anne von Schlegell of Wieuca Terrace took this 
9/4/08 photo of a buck in her backyard.  Wildlife 

photos are on NBCA’s web site.  See story on Page 2. 
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Blue Heron Nature Preserve News 

Columns, another North Buckhead resident who 
arranged for Jim Lanier of Aquascape Environ-
mental to visit the Preserve. Jim's company do-
nated an assessment of the pond acquired with 
the new 4055 property on Roswell Road. 

Lastly, thanks to Blake Watkins for volunteer-
ing his time this summer and fall while looking 
for a full-time environmental job. 

Many thanks all around to these outstanding 
folks for helping our local Nature Preserve grow 
and prosper. 

Your Help Is Needed 

We need your help, too. If you are interested in 
supporting the Preserve with a donation of time, 
money or in-kind services please contact Nancy. 
As always we have our second Saturday cleanup 
every month from 9:00 AM to noon, so come 
join us! The next dates are Saturdays October 
11th, November 8 and December 13. 

By Nancy Jones 
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

Non-profit Space Still Available 

In the last newsletter we included an article on 
the availability of rental space in the new Blue 
Heron Nature Preserve Building at 4055 Roswell 
Road (previously THW DESIGN Architects). We 
still have rental space available for non-profit 
organizations. For more information please con-
tact: Nancy Jones at 
nancyjljones@mindspring.com. 

Blue Heron Web Site 

Check out our new website. Reach us at: 
www.bhnp.org. This great site is courtesy of the 
students at Kennesaw State University. 

New Master Plan 

Thanks to Harry Housen of Wood and Partners, 
we have a new Master Plan for the Preserve. 
This is a huge donation of time, energy and 
technology for the Preserve and we are very 
grateful to our new partner for this wonderful 
gift! We also thank North Buckhead resident 
Lisa Frank of Frank Relations; her assistance 
helped make this donation possible. 

Other Volunteer Contributions 

Also, thanks go out to Arthur Roberts of Water 

Local Wildlife Photos 

Above: Red fox on Beverly Lane  
— 5/5/04 photo by Pat O'Brien 

Below: Alligator snapping turtle on Lakemoore Drive 
— 8/8/08 photo by Monica Nelson  

 

See story about wildlife photos on NBCA’s web site, 
on page 2 of this newsletter. 
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Regardless of overall market strength, residen-
tial real estate transaction volume typically ex-
periences a seasonal cycle.  Low volume is typi-
cal during the last quarter of the calendar year 
through the winter holidays.  Showing activity 
picks up in late winter and/or early spring, as 
many buyers begin shopping with plans to close 
(and move) during the summer months.  Show-
ing activity typically peaks after private school 
admissions letters go out during the first week-
end in April. 

Buyers are out there, but growing inventories 
mean more selection for buyers, who conse-
quently tend to see “what is” and not “what 
could be.”  To sell in today's market, a property 
should be appropriately priced to attract show-
ing traffic and properly staged to maximize each 
showing. 

 

 

Jim Cosgrove is a North Buckhead resident on 
Glengary Drive.  He operates Buckhead Realty. 

By Jim Cosgrove 

During 2005, there were 25 single-family home 
sales in North Buckhead with an average sales 
price of $754,406 and an average of 82 days on 
the market.  During 2006, volume increased to 
31.  Although the average sales price dropped 
to $684,016 the average marketing time 
dropped to 73, which suggests that lower 2006 
prices arose from individual property character-
istics rather than softening market conditions.  
During 2007 the volume increased slightly to 
33, and the average sale price jumped to 
$916,454, but the average days on market also 
increased to 106.  The increase in volume and 
especially the jump in average price is due in 
part to tear-down sales and new construction. 

2008 is not yet over, but the fourth quarter 
generally produces few sales (see below), so it 
is not too early to draw conclusions.  Thus far in 
2008, only 20 sales have closed in North Buck-
head.  The average sales price has decreased 
substantially to $737,760 (below the 2005 aver-
age), but this is due in part to a decrease in new 
infill construction sales, such that proportionally 
more sales were in the resale market as was the 
case back in 2005 and 2006.   The average 
“days on market” statistic has decreased dra-
matically from 106 to 56, which is a healthy 
sign, and evidence that properties which are 
properly priced and staged can be sold quickly. 

Note: The information above is taken from FMLS 
and reflects only single-family listings within 
North Buckhead which have sold, not active 
(unsold) listings or listings expired without a 
sale.  DOM (days on market) reflects only mar-
keting time under the successful listing, not 
marketing time during any prior listing(s) which 
expired without a sale. 

Neighborhood Residential Property Value Trends  

Home Sales Data for North Buckhead 
    

Year # of Sales  Avg Price  DOM** 

2005 25  $ 754,406  82 

2006 31  $ 684,016  73 

2007 33  $ 916,454  106 

 2008* 20  $ 737,760  56 

  * year to date   

** Days on the market   
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Blue Heron Community Garden Feeds the Hungry 

A personal perspective 

By Sue Certain 

About a year ago, when Kevin McCauley asked 
me to look into the AJC’s  Atlanta program, 
“Plant a Row for the Hungry”, I was facing ma-
jor surgery (it turned out fine) and couldn’t do 
much but think about the request and surf the 
net.  All drop-off sites were far away, so I gave 
the issue more thought.  If an organic, fresh-
picked, ripe tomato were dropped off at such a 
site, it would go to the Atlanta Food Bank, then 
it would go to an end user.  Several days would 
pass: what would the tomato be like then?  
Heirloom tomatoes weren’t developed to with-
stand long days of transport and storage.  They 
were meant to be picked and eaten right away, 
like most vegetables at the Blue Heron Commu-
nity Garden. 

You probably already know about the Blue 
Heron garden.  It is part of the Blue Heron Na-
ture Preserve, which has woods, wetlands, a 
hiking path, a stream, a former architectural 
firm’s building, and animals which you never see 
as they hide from humans.  (An exception is 
birds and turtles which sun themselves on logs 
in the lake.)  Kevin, mentioned earlier, is presi-
dent of the board of the nature preserve. 

Anyway…while I was thinking about what to do, 
Kevin went ahead and set up a plot, the Garden 
for the Hungry, as one of the 32 plots in our 

community garden.  He put compost in it made 
up of the cast-off, dried-up plants left over from 
what we gardeners threw in the bin. 

I felt that we should give our charitable vegeta-
ble donations directly to an end user.  Research 
led me to the Crossroads Community Ministries, 
on the grounds of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
on Peachtree, eight miles from Blue Heron.  I 
called Stan Dawson, head of the program 
(including soup kitchen) for homeless persons 
which Crossroads operates.  Could they use 
fresh organic produce from our community gar-
den?  The answer was an enthusiastic YES!  Pro-
duce delivered at 9:00 on a Monday morning 
could be eaten by a homeless person at 11:00, 
in a soup, stew, or salad.  This would be a desir-
able fate for our heirloom tomato.  So, I passed 
the news on to Kevin, and we planned to start 
our deliveries. 

Meantime, something unusual had happened in 
the plot for the hungry.  Several plants had 

(Continued on page 11) 

*Danny Morgan                        (770) 451-6789 
*NBCA Member Since 2002 - North Buckhead Resident 

WRIGHTS CAR CARE, INC. 
www.wrightscarcare.com 

All Major & Minor Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic 

 
Engine Performance Specialists 

Professionally Trained Technicians 
 

Call for an appointment M-F      8 am -- 6 pm 
 

4993 PEACHTREE RD         CHAMBLEE, GA  30341 

Kitchen manager Clyde Corbin and Sue Certain 
with fresh-picked green beans and cucumbers. 



Page 11 North Buckhead Newsletter October 2008 

been placed in the plot (cucumbers, tomatoes, 
and a row of onions which I planted which hung 
onto life throughout the summer and then died), 
but others self-seeded from our homemade 
compost.  The self-seeded ones had the vitality 
of weeds.  This was especially true of the cu-
cumbers, which grew like kudzu.  The Sunday 
before the first delivery, I looked at the large, 
vigorous vines covering the plot.  Out of curios-
ity, I looked under the leaves.  Beautiful cucum-
bers were hiding there, the first of the summer.  
I took about five of the succulent beauties and 
threw them into the shipment.   I had several 
tomatoes which had matured just in time and 
they went to the cause.  That first Monday in 
July, I took in eleven pounds of produce —
tomatoes, cucumbers, blackberries, and cans of 
tuna from Costco — and we were on our way. 

My husband Gordon came along on every trip.  
We met Clyde Corbin, head cook and kitchen 
manager, a friendly man with a warm personal-
ity.  He could use all kinds of donations, and he 
got them.  Fresh produce including green beans, 
various kinds of tomatoes, peppers, peaches, 
herbs (basil, marjoram, thyme), melons, black-
berries, onions, okra, blueberries, eggplants, 
and especially cucumbers were contributed.  
Other gifts like hot dog wieners, canned food, 
and a bottle of salad dressing made their way 
into the mix. 

Clyde told me that one of the dishes made with 
our contributions was a salad of cucumbers, to-
matoes, and onions with Italian dressing.  The 
homeless lunch guests found it delicious. 

One time we went, and Clyde was not there —
he’d gone to a family wedding.  In his place was 
a shy, courteous young man named Greg who 
was running the lunch program that day.  Later, 
I learned that Greg was a formerly homeless 
person who was now learning to be a cook. 

We saw the homeless people as we drove past 
them on Courtland Street, in an experience that 
was at the same time inspiring and depressing.  
It was depressing that anyone had to live this 
way.  They were thin; they looked like people 
starving in Africa.  Some were sleeping under 
blankets on the sidewalk.  But it was inspiring 
because we were helping them, and soon they 
would be eating fresh, locally-grown, organic 
food. 

We took in food at least once a week, from the 
beginning of July until after Labor Day.  Enthusi-
asm for the program grew.  Many gardeners 
participated.  My daughter Jessica and her boy-
friend Andy, who works at Kroger, donated 

(Continued from page 10) 

Hungry — Continued 

I’ve been the 
North Buckhead 

area  
residential real  
estate specialist 

since 1975.  Let me 
put my experience 

to work for you! 

 NATALIE SPALDING 
    (O) 404/814-9000 
     (H) 404/231-0646 

“I’m Sold on North Buckhead!” 
 
 
 

23.5 pounds of canned food.  Ron Fisher, one 
of the community gardeners, donated almost 
everything in his plot — cucumbers and toma-
toes — to the homeless.  Members of my book 
group got interested and they donated a lot.  
Kevin alternated trips to Crossroads with me; he 
went down there in the morning before work.  
We weighed the contributions, so we deter-
mined that this summer 140 pounds of food 
from Blue Heron and friends were donated to 
the Crossroads Soup Kitchen. 

The Garden for the Hungry has been dug up 
now, the spent vines tossed into the compost 
heap along with the unfortunate remains of the 
onions I planted.  As we go to press, Peter 
McCauley tells me that he and his wife Terry 
will be putting in carrots and lettuce.  The cycle 
is starting again. 

My final thoughts on all this are that we are 
having an election now. Feelings and tensions 
are running high.  But Democrats and Republi-
cans alike can feel good about providing locally 
grown, fresh, organic produce to our less fortu-
nate fellow humans.  Whatever our other be-
liefs, we can come together on that. 

Additional information about the Crossroads 
Community Ministries is available at 

www.crossroadsatlanta.org.  
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would be needed just for two underground sta-
tions equipped with escalators.  No new vehicle 
parking lots would be needed.  Further, since 
the 8.5-mile Nancy Creek Tunnel was completed 
for $135 million, we thought that a fairly costly, 
though ultimately cost effective, subway link 
might be possible. 

The Connect Atlanta Team was responsive in 
developing a cost estimate for such a system.  
Based on the Nancy Creek Tunnel experience of 
roughly $16 million per mile, we were aston-
ished by the Connect Atlanta estimate of $230 
million per mile for new subway tunnels.  Adding 
more for stations at each end increased their 
total estimated cost to $1.25 billion, which was 
far more than we had thought was necessary.   

In any case, the Connect Atlanta Team shelved 
the subway idea as too costly.  Instead they 
proposed a looping surface route from near 
Cumberland Mall in Cobb, southwest along I-
285 to Marietta Boulevard, along Marietta 
Boulevard and Chattahoochee Avenue to meet 
up with the Beltline transit line at the Westside 
station (somewhat west of Atlantic Station), ul-
timately arriving at Piedmont Hospital and the 
Lindbergh MARTA station.  Riders wanting to 
reach the Buckhead MARTA station area would 
then take the MARTA North Springs line.  The 
Connect Atlanta route involves stops at six sta-
tions and several train changes.  It is very 
unlikely to be accepted by Cobb commuters.  
We think a low cost, direct-to-Buckhead subway 
tunnel solution should be pursued. 

Much more effort is required to develop cost es-
timates and determine tunnel route and equip-
ment requirements.  Since this will be a critical 
need for area neighborhoods and businesses, 
NBCA recommends that the Connect Atlanta 
Plan include a “direct, underground east-west 
solution for Buckhead” without defining the 
route. 

Dis-Connect #3:  New Peachtree Rd. Links 

While the Connect Atlanta Plan presentation did-
n’t include the two major projects we thought 
were most important, it did include some nasty 
surprises.  They weren’t surprises divulged at 
the final meeting — they weren’t even men-
tioned then.  We didn’t learn about their exis-
tence until a few days later.   As one can see in 
the map on the next page, a tunnel connecting 
North Stratford Road to Stratford Road opens 
the possibility of traffic from urban Peachtree 
Road and Tower Place coming into residential 
North Buckhead.  And we didn't know about it! 

(Continued on page 13) 

September 8: the 85/400 intersection was not 
even part of the plan.  The reason offered by 
the Connect Atlanta Team was that the project 
would negatively affect neighborhoods near the 
interchange and thus would not be pursued.   

To be sure, a badly designed interchange would 
harm dozens of households in the Lindridge-
Martin Manor neighborhood.  North Buckhead 
Civic Association (NBCA) President Gordon Cer-
tain commented at the September 8 meeting 
that buying out the 25 homes impacted by the 
completion of the intersection to benefit the 
30,000 households impacted by the GA400 
mess would be worth it if it fixed the problem.  
However, recent meetings including Lindridge-
Martin Manor, North Buckhead and others 
showed that there are several ways to design 
the ramps so that nearby neighborhoods are 
protected.   We plan to work with the City and 
State of Georgia to make sure the I-85/GA400 
interchange is completed before the toll collec-
tions cease on GA400 in 2011. This intersection 
must be included as a high priority regional so-
lution in the ultimate Connect Atlanta Plan.    

Dis-Connect #2: No “East-West” plan 

GA400/I-85 is not the only regional deficiency in 
the “final” Connect Atlanta Plan.   From day one, 
the Connect Atlanta Team’s presentations high-
lighted the fact that many Buckhead workers 
come from the north and west.  This has been 
confirmed by license tag checks in the Buckhead 
parking decks which suggest that many or most 
commuters there come from Cobb and beyond.   

To their credit, the Team spent much effort try-
ing to figure out how to accommodate the in-
creasing traffic now saturating Roswell, West 
Paces Ferry and Powers Ferry Roads and con-
cluded that Buckhead residents would vigorously 
oppose expanding existing area roads or build-
ing new ones to accommodate growing traffic 
from the west and north.  (The Connect Atlanta 
priorities do include the inventive new street 
grid at Roswell/Piedmont/Habersham, as dis-
cussed in earlier editions of this newsletter.)      

In the July North Buckhead Newsletter, Gordon 
Certain offered a potential solution.  Since a 
new light rail line was already proposed along I-
75 from Cobb to Downtown Atlanta, why not 
provide a short (3.5 mile) subway link from that 
I-75 line to the Buckhead MARTA station area?  
Bored through solid rock, much like the Nancy 
Creek Sewer Tunnel which passed under North 
Buckhead, a subway could be built with little of 
the surface disruption that characterizes most 
major infrastructure projects.  Configuring the 
subway for electric light rail trains and barring 
cars and trucks simplifies ventilation require-
ments.  With underground stations, the surface 
right-of-way required would be minimal; land 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dis-Connect Atlanta — Continued 

Additional Connect Atlanta Resources  
 

See www.connectatlantaplan.com and 
www.nbca.org/Traffic/ConnectAtlanta. 
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NBCA Board            
Andrea Bennett   andrea0599@gmail.com           404-231-4130 
Gordon Certain     gordon@nbca.org            404-231-1192 
Rita Christopher    ritachristopher@bellsouth.net     404-237-5878 
Robert Cook      robert.h.cook@att.net         404-822-7978 
David Dollar       ddollar@mindspring.com       404-231-5137   
Dieter Franz       cdfranz@comcast.net         404-261-8697 
Waldtraut Lavroff  waldalavroff@comcast.net       404-233-1355   
Bob Young      youngebh@comcast.net        404-255-1315 
Robert Sarkissian    oversark@bellsouth.net        404-504-9444 
 

NBCA Committees 
Piper Harris     pipernharris@aol.com      404-395-4778 
Nancy Jones     nancyjljones@mindspring.com     404-814-8228 
Mandy LeCompte mandy.lecompte@mindspring.com404-386-6839 
Fe C. Nievera    fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net  404-254-2474 
Susan Richardson  chadrich@bellsouth.net         404-231-0152 
Staci Wasserman     staciadam@comcast.net 
 
 

Web Sites 
NBCA       www.nbca.org 
NBCA Zoning    www.northbuckheadzoning.com 

Membership  
 Acting Chair Gordon Certain 
 Condos    Piper Harris  
  
Neighborhood Markers  
 Chair    Robert Cook  
 

New Neighbor Greeting 
Chair     Rita Christopher 
Vice Chair Susan Richardson 
   

Newsletter  
 Editor     Gordon Certain 
 Ass’t Ed.  Sue Certain 
  
NPU-B Representative 
       Andrea Bennett 
  
Playgrounds 
 Chair   Mandy LeCompte 
 Playgroups Staci Wasserman 

NBCA Officers  
President  Gordon Certain 
Vice Pres.  Rita Christopher 
Secretary  Bob Young  
Treasurer  Dieter Franz  
 
Beautification  
 Chair       Rita Christopher                                                
       Kevin McCauley 
       Kim McCauley 
 
Christmas Tree Sale 
 Chair     David Dollar 
 
Greenspace & Environment 
 Chair     Nancy Jones  
 
Land Use and Zoning  
 Chair     Walda Lavroff 
 Vice Chair Andrea Bennett 
 

Sidewalks 
 Chair    Robert Cook 
 
Social/Special Events 
 Co-chair   Piper Harris  
 Co-chair   Rita Christopher 
 
Street Captains  
 Chair     Open 
 
Traffic  
 Chair     Robert Sarkissian 
 
Volunteer Coordinator  
 Chair     Fe C. Nievera  
 
Web Sites   
 Chair    Gordon Certain 
 Zoning   Andrea Bennett 

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs 

 Dis-Connect Atlanta — Continued 

What can we, as neighbors, do? 

The Connect Atlanta Plan is being presented to 
the City Council for their approval in October.  
We need to act quickly!  Please contact your 
City Council representatives and Mayor Franklin.    

Ask them to make the following changes to the 
Connect Atlanta Plan before it is approved. 
1. Ask them to add the completion of the 

GA400/I-85 Interchange with high priority.  
Recommend GA 400 tolls be extended if nec-
essary to fund it. 

2. Ask them to add solving “Buckhead’s east-
west” problem as a long-term requirement 
without major surface disruptions. 

3. Ask them to remove the new streets (NS-
007 and NS-009) and the tunnel connection 
(NS-008) under the Buckhead Loop from 
Stratford Road to North Stratford Road.  
These projects should not be included in the 
plan until a full explanation is provided to 
the neighborhood and unless there is 
neighborhood approval.  That dialogue must 
also include consideration of any associated 
plans to change the land use near the North 
Stratford Road cul-de-sac.  
  
The newly-formed Buckhead Council of 

Neighborhoods, created to protect the inter-
ests of Buckhead neighborhood residents, plans 
a petition, signed by as many associations as 
possible, to government leaders insisting that 
solutions to the 85/400 and “east-west” prob-
lems be added to the Connect Atlanta Plan. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Connect Atlanta Plan map (annotated) show-
ing new street connections from Peachtree Road 
and Tower Place onto North Stratford Road.  
Note that the tunnel under the Loop (NS-008) 
connects to the N. Stratford cul-de-sac!  While 
N. Stratford could be closed off to keep traffic 
off Old Ivy, this was not mentioned in the plan. 

• Howard Shook — hshook@AtlantaGa.gov 

• Ceasar Mitchell — ccmitchell@AtlantaGa.gov  

• Mary Norwood — mnorwood@AtlantaGa.gov 

• H. Lamar Willis — hlwillis@AtlantaGa.gov 
    (All: 404-330-6030  55 Trinity Ave SW, 30303) 
• Shirley Franklin — sfranklin@AtlantaGa.gov 
    (404-330-6100  55 Trinity Ave SW, 30303) 
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the parking lot at Grady High School on 8th 
Street.  Bring your compact fluorescent light 
bulbs, alkaline batteries and your old electronic 
equipment (see below) to be recycled between 
the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM the third 
Saturday of each month.  Look for the big 
Georgia E-Waste recycle truck. 
        Saturday, October 18, 2008 

Saturday, November 15, 2008 
Saturday, December 20, 2008 

GRADY/MIDTOWN ELECTRONICS AND CARD-
BOARD RECYCLING — EVERY THIRD SATURDAY 
8 AM — 4 PM  8th Street near Monroe Drive NE 

Grady High School, Keep Atlanta Beautiful and 
Midtown Neighbors’ Association join together to 
bring to the neighborhood electronics and card-
board recycling.  
 

On the third Saturday of every month, you can 
recycle your e-waste in the neighborhood, in 

Electronics & Cardboard Recycling (Every Month) 

E-waste Accepted For Recycling 
 Audio/Visual Equipment  Cell Phones w/ or w/o battery  Coaxial Cables  Computer Components 

 Computer Mouse/Mice  Compact Florescent Bulbs  Computers  Copiers 

 Digital Cameras  DVD Players  Fax Machines  Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Metals 

 Household Batteries  Keyboards  Microwaves  Misc Computer Peripherals 

 Monitors  MP3 Players  Pagers  Palm Pilots 

 Power Cables  Power Supplies  Printers  Projectors 

 Scanners  Server Cabinets  Speakers  Steel and Alloy Rims 

 Steel Scrap  Stereo Equipment  Telephone Equipment  Telephone Systems 

 Toner Cartridges  TVs  Vacuum Cleaners   VCRs 

 Video Game Systems  Walkmans  Wire  Wireless Devices 

        
Items Not Accepted For Recycling 

 Car Batteries  Furniture  Light Fixtures  Household Appliances 
 Lamps  Smoke Detectors     

Are you an optimist?  Would you enjoy a break-
fast meeting with interesting speakers and new 
friends? As a part of Optimists International, the 
Buckhead Optimists have an annual fund raiser 
to benefit the Boys and Girls Club of Brook-
haven, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and 
other charities benefiting children. 

 The Buckhead Optimists meet every Friday at 
7:30 AM at the  American Grill in  Phipps Plaza.  
North Buckhead resident, President Susan Fri-
erson, invites you to visit and consider joining 
this community service club.  Call (404)261-
0375 to make plans to visit us for breakfast 
soon!  

 

 

Susan Frierson, a North Buckhead resident on 
Ivy Road, is the incoming president of the Buck-
head Optimists. 

 

Buckhead Optimists Let us help you find your dream home! 
 

Sold - 72 Blackland Rd. 
Representing the Purchasers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$6,950,000. 

Jenny Pruitt & Associates Realtors 

Kevin & Deb-C McGuire, Realtors 
“Real Estate Service                   

and Solutions”   
404-483-4248  

Call us for all your real estate needs                                  
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Aerus Electrolux                                         404-233-3387 
at&t - Wireless Etc                                                                          404-233-9898 
Tishann Brown - Realtor                                                       404-310-5548 
Buckhead Coalition                                               3340 Peachtree Rd#560  
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker  404-841-9000 
Carol Cahill, Realtor                                                                404-495-8398 
Chapes - JPL, LTD                                                                                       ChapesJPL.com 
www.ClubhouseGAS.com                                                                                          Youth Sports 
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403 
Crème de la Crème Preschool                                                      404-256-4488 
Diazo Specialty Printing                                                         3872 Roswell Rd 

Jackie Goodman, Realtor                                                            404-233-4633 
Grand Hyatt Atlanta                                                            3300 Peachtree Rd 
Shirley Irek Piano Studio                                                               404-467-9451 

Ivy Realty - Tom Hicks                                                                 404-307-4488         
Jones & Kolb, CPAs                                                                   404-262-7920 
www.LakemooreColonyCondominiums.com 
Loridans Ventures                                                                     404-872-1924  
Kevin & Deb-C       McGuire,Realtors                          404-233-0542 

Area Businesses Support NBCA 

These businesses support your neighborhood association with their  
NBCA business memberships.  Please support them. 

Area businesses, please join us!  Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so 
little money?  To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $50 check to   

NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342.  (Use the membership coupon on page 16.)  

 North Buckhead Area Map 

North Buckhead and surrounding areas. 

• "One of Atlanta's top Realtors," Atlanta Magazine, 2005 
• Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979 
• Phoenix Award, Atlanta Board of Realtors 
• Life Member, Million Dollar Club 
• RE/MAX Hall of Fame 
• Longtime Volunteer and Board Member, 

Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta 
• Past President, North Buckhead Home & Garden Club 
• Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member, 

High Museum of Art 
• Licensed Realtor Since 1994 

Associate Broker  
Home Office:  404-843-2255 
           Office:  404-233-4633 

                         Cell:  404-966-9220 

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

of Buckhead 
Each office independently owned and operated  

Jackie Goodman 
JackieGoodman@remax.net 

Miller Brothers, Ltd.                                             www.millerbrothers.com 

Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.                                            404-814-1973 

Old Ivy Dental                                                                 www.oldivydental.com 

Parc at Buckhead                                          www.parcatbuckhead.com 

PC Management Co                                        3495 Piedmont Rd 

Pope & Land Enterprises                    www.popeandland.com 

Presstine Cleaners                                                                   4455 Roswell Rd 

Realtors, The Hinsons                           www.northbuckhead.com 

Regent Partners                                                                          www.regentpartners.com 

Scotland Wright & Assoc. www.scotlandwright.com 

St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org 

Suzy Smith, Realtor                                                                404-307-0347 

The Cat Doctor, Inc.                                                     4716 Roswell Rd 

The Suzuki School                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         404-869-1042 

Tuxedo Pharmacy                                                             164 W. Wieuca Rd 

Water Columns                                www.watercolumns.com 

William Word Antiques                                                  707-709 Miami Cir 

NanYoung, Ke ll er Wi l l iams Rea l ty    www.TheSuitsTeam.com 
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  North Buckhead  

 Civic Association 

 PO Box 420391 

 Atlanta, GA 30342 

Please Deliver  
by Oct. 14 

Are You A 
Member? 

 

Presort  
Standard 

US Postage 
PAID 

Atlanta, GA 
Permit # 2431 

 Beautification / Park  Membership— Business  Newsletter  Traffic Committee 

 Christmas Tree Sale  Membership— Household  Playgrounds / Kids  Volunteer Coordination 

 Environment/Trees  Neighborhood Directory  Sidewalks  Web Site  

 Friend of the Park  Neighborhood Signs  Social Events  Zoning/Land Use 

 Legal/Professional  New Neighbors - Greet   Stuff Envelopes  Other _____________ 

Yes!   I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the… 

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Mail to: NBCA, P.O.  Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391 

Website — www.nbca.org    E-mail — nbca@nbca.org 
 

Annual membership dues — Household $25 / Business $50  
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership) 

Please enclose your check payable to NBCA. Dues/contributions are not charitable tax-deductible contributions.  
 

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________  Date __________________ 
                    Please print carefully 

Address ______________________________________________   Year you moved to North Buckhead _____ 
 

E-mail #1 ____________________________________  E-mail #2 ______________________________________ 
                    Please print very carefully 

Phone (Home) ____________________  Phone (Work) _____________________  Cell _____________________ 
 

  We (I)  are     are not interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.   
 

Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for: 

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services: _____________________________________        
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In addition to my $25/50 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $___ Legal $___ and Greenspace Fund $___  

 

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation.  Payments are not tax-deductible charitable contributions. 
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