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10/25 Emma Lane Fall Fling

Wieuca Road Survey

Our Fall Fling will be held near the cul-de-sac on
Emma Lane, which is off Lakemoore Drive.

By Gordon Certain and Robert Sarkissian

As always, our Fall Fling is an opportunity to
meet your neighbors, enjoy some food and beverages and have a good time. We plan to have
fun for the kids, too. There is a small charge for
NBCA non-members, but non-members may
join when they arrive and eat for “free”; household annual dues are just $25. (See related article on page 11.)
Please drop by any time from 4 PM to 7 PM. If
you live nearby, please walk. If you drive, the
police will limit parking to the south side of
Lakemoore Drive — follow the arrows on the
map so you won’t have to turn around in the
street when parking. Please walk and drive
carefully in the Fling area — it will be busy. If
we run out of space on Lakemoore, park on
Haverhill Drive or Herrington Drive.
Here are the plans so far:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great food and an ice cream sundae bar
Fire truck
DJ
Puppeteer
Balloon sculptor
Caricature artist
Face painter
Arts and crafts/games for kids

Look for updates at www.nbca.org and via
e-mail. There will be no rainout date. Join us!

Everybody knows that the new Sarah Smith
school campus is coming along on Wieuca Road.
It is also clear that preparations are not yet in
place to handle the school’s vehicle and pedestrian traffic. After our July newsletter article on
the subject, NBCA started hearing all kinds of
recommendations, many completely contradictory, about what the city must do to get ready
for the school. The issues: change the speed
limit (to enable police enforcement) or not, put
up traffic signals or not, build new sidewalks or
just use the old ones, and have lots of crosswalks or not, etc. These were not just mild suggestions; they were often deadly serious black
and white directives with no shades of gray.
The objectives were the same ones we had tried
to address in July when we set forth what the
association’s traffic committee had outlined as a
reasonable set of changes for the school. While
we thought our July proposal was good (and still
do, with some revisions) some vocal residents
insisted we were all wet and that the plan was
completely wrong.
In order to sort things out, NBCA embarked on a
project unlike anything we have ever undertaken: a fast-paced, yet detailed Internet-based
opinion survey.
(Continued on page 8)
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The amazing opossum
By Lauren Satterfield
As The Big Peach expands and its population
becomes increasingly dense, golf courses, lush
lawns, and city parks replace forests, fields, and
other previously wooded expanses. Among
these residential and commercial areas, Atlanta’s wildlife struggles to adapt and survive.
As urbanization continues, only shrewd animals
with the most versatile skill sets remain. These
include deer, coyotes, opossums, raccoons,
squirrels, bats, rats, raptors,
snakes, and a decreasing diversity of songbirds. Observing wildlife from afar brings
joy and excitement to all, but
as these animals come closer
and closer to homes and recreation areas, people and
wildlife come into increasing
conflict. What can be done to
allow us to coexist peacefully
and happily with our wildlife
in a way that benefits humans and critters alike?

ied omnivorous diet that cleans our environment
of unwanted waste. Even dead animals (you got
it — road kill) and rotten fruit fall on the opossum’s menu. You may be surprised to know that
the opossum’s unique immune system renders it
unaffected by the poison of venomous snakes.
That’s right — these “unwanted” creatures can
even eat copperheads, making them more than
welcome in my backyard. What’s more, this
same fantastic immune system and a low core
body temperature protect the
opossum from a variety of diseases
easily contracted by other mammals, including rabies. Only two
confirmed cases of opossum rabies
have been recorded. Are there any
downsides? Well, opossums do
sometimes choose to den in basements and attics, but a little prevention can keep these amazing
animals doing their jobs outside. If
the opossum’s story is news to
you, consider what else there is to
learn about the other wild animals
in your area. If you ever have a
question or concern about a wild
animal, contact a wildlife professional to ensure you receive the
most accurate information available.

First and foremost, we as humans, as the intelligent animal, and as the caretakers of
our resources must educate
ourselves about the wildlife
that surrounds us. We must
abide by the laws that protect wildlife and attempt to
find a balance that allows us
to continue our normal daily
activity and at the same time
Michael Ellis, AWARE founder and direcallows these animals to
tor, holding the center's education
thrive.

To find out more about specific
species, their habits, and how to
protect yourself and your home
while keeping your local wildlife
safe, visit www.awareone.org and
click on the “Coexistence” tab under the “Living with Urban Wildlife”
heading at the top of the page.
opossum, Sockets.
— photo by Alex Johnson
There you will find an option for
Some of the most improbable
“Species Index A-G, H-Z.” You can
animals can actually benefit
also call the Atlanta Wild Animal Rescue Effort
us by their presence. The opossum provides a
(AWARE) at 678-418-1111 regarding wildlife
wonderful example. Seen by some as ugly and
concerns, injured wildlife, or wildlife volunteerfilthy (and thus unwanted), these noning opportunities.
aggressive, supple-tailed marsupials eat a var-

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103,
Wieuca Road Baptist Church.
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of
month
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church
Playgrounds — No standing meetings yet.
Meetings may be announced by e-mail.
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian
oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444

Lauren Satterfield grew up in the Atlanta area,
spending much of her free time riding horses. After
attending Sutton Middle School and Marist High
School, she graduated from Mount Holyoke College in
2009, majoring in Mathematics and Religion. During
the summer of her junior year, Lauren began volunteering at AWARE, a wildlife rehabilitation clinic in
Lithonia, Georgia. In her senior year she conducted
an independent research project on sustainable wildlife conservation programs surrounding the snow
leopard in Ladakh, India. She is currently pursuing a
career in wildlife conservation and would be happy to
learn from anyone in this field or speak with anyone
interested in becoming involved with wildlife. She can
be reached at lauren.redwoodhill@gmail.com.
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Garden for the Hungry has second successful season
By Sue Certain
At the Blue Heron Community Garden, there is a
plot with a sign that says “Food for the Hungry
Garden”. This past summer, onions, okra,
beans, squash and cucumbers grew there in
abundance. In addition, many of the community gardeners donated some of the produce
they grew to the hungry. One hundred twentythree pounds of food, most of it organic, freshpicked, garden-grown produce, was given to Atlanta’s homeless.
Crossroads Community Ministries is located
about eight miles south of Blue Heron, as the
crow flies. They have, among other things, a
soup kitchen which feeds homeless persons a
midday meal Monday through Friday. We contributed cucumbers, squash, tomatoes, beans,
melons, blackberries, okra, onions, thyme, lettuce, cabbage, peppers, carrots, and more.
The Crossroads staff we work with, including
Stan Dawson, Clyde Corbin, and Carol Redman,
are always friendly and appreciative. What we
give Crossroads seems to be so little compared
to the needs of the homeless, whose ranks have
swollen during the recession, but our donations
do help. To learn more about Crossroads, go to
www.crossroadsatlanta.org.
We are grateful to the gardeners who contributed this summer: Ed Siller and Ines Hoster,
Kevin and Kim McCauley, Peter and Terry
McCauley, Jane Ulicny, Cheryl Mowris, Barry
Prusin, Patricia Stern, Tony Perez, Jane Zoellick,
Scott Glazer, Emily Crawford, Vicky Denton,
Cheryl and Lisa Brune and grandchildren, Lorna
Bermudez, Rita and Jerry Christopher, Roz
McClure, Tishann Brown, Reggie and Natalie
Colbert, and Sue and Gordon Certain.

ter growing and delivering the food, sometimes
stayed to prepare meals for the homeless
guests. She even brought zinnias from her garden plot to Crossroads.

The Garden for the Hungry in happier times before
the flood. — photo by Gordon Certain

Recently, our garden was flooded — mulch, topsoil, honeybees and their hives, and much more
swept away. Afterwards, everything was coated
with mud. Terry and Peter had recently planted
turnip greens in the Garden for the Hungry, but
because of contaminants in the water all the
greens were unsafe to eat and had to be pulled
up and replaced. A great deal of work awaits us
as we restore our garden, to benefit the homeless and all the community gardeners.

Terry McCauley’s contribution was outstanding.
She and her husband Peter planted vegetables,
added soil and amendments, and watered the
garden. She made trips to Crossroads, and af-

Community Garden entrance on the night of the
flood: note the reflected triangular gate arm at left.
Nancy Creek’s water level was just several feet below
Roswell Road. The Community Garden, in the darkness behind the gate, was under four to five feet of
water. — photo by Kevin McCauley
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Big things are happening at Little Nancy Creek Park
By Mark Stovin
Co-president, Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park
The five-acre gem nestled comfortably between
the North Buckhead and Historic Brookhaven
neighborhoods is transforming. The property
was purchased for $2.7 million by the City of
Atlanta in 2007 out of its Conservation Fund for
the purpose of creating a new park. It was then
that Little Nancy Creek Park (LNCP) was born.

munities. To stay in touch with progress in the
park, join the FoLNCP via the park’s website at
www.littlenancycreekpark.org. You can also become a fan of the park on Facebook and/or sign
up to receive updates via Twitter @LNCPfriends.
Recent park history: 2007 into 2009
The timeline for the park is as follows:

• Fall 2007: City of Atlanta purchases five acres
for the purpose of creating a new park.

Two years have gone by,
and finally a transformation
is taking place thanks to
vibrant community action.
Citizens from both North
Buckhead and Historic
Brookhaven communities
have organized a group
called the Friends of Little
Nancy Creek Park
(FoLNCP). This group is
over 200 strong and growing and participates in organized clean-up days, volunteers for special projects,
and helps spread the word
about progress in the park.
FoLNCP is led by a volunteer board comprised of
neighbors from both com-

• Spring 2008: $25K

visioning grant awarded
to the park and Steering
Committee formed.

• June 2009: The ten

Some of the many kids at the park’s first picnic.
— photo by Valerie Sellers

month visioning process
comes to an end. Input
from public surveys and
four public meetings
help create a final Vision
Plan that was presented
to the community at St.
James church (you can
view the plan at the
LNCP web site).

• Summer 2009: Steer-

ing Committee becomes
FoLNCP and starts building a relationship with
officials in the City of Atlanta Parks Department, who together with Park Pride, collaborate with us to remove remains of old house
foundation, have unsafe trees removed or
brought down, and hold organized clean-up
days.
♦ September 2009: A physical turning point for
the park as landscaping is developed, bridge
railings and picnic tables are installed, volunteer base grows, and fundraising begins to
have an impact.

Larissa Bainton provided live music at the picnic.
— photo by Gordon Certain
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Big things are happening at Little Nancy Creek Park—cont.
Happenings in just in the past 30 days...
The community is driving the transformation
and big things are starting to happen. In just
the past 30 days, some impactful
events have changed the scenery at
Little Nancy Creek Park:

• Park Pride chose Little Nancy Creek

Park as one of 20 parks to celebrate
its 20th anniversary. On Saturday,
September 26th, over 100
neighbors visited the park with a
picnic lunch in hand. The celebration included live music from
Larissa Bainton, a Brookhaven
teenager and acoustic guitar player.
Coca-Cola provided beverages for
the event, and volunteers donated
desserts. The weather held up, and
the event was a success.

• LNCP has been awarded Park

very generous donation to the park. Located
off Roswell Road near Outback, Stewart &
Company is helping to make the community
look as good as its patrons.

• Dr. Louis & Sarah Hempel, along

with Jodi & Bill Selvey and Kim Boyd
of Keller Williams, have made significant personal donations, aiding
some major park projects. Many
other families have made personal
donations that will help fund other
projects in the vision plan.

• Eagle Scout candidate Stephen

Fristoe cleared the Overlook/Picnic
area, built and installed three picnic
tables.

• A Legacy Giving program has been

launched, enabling citizens to buy
engraved bricks, benches, etc. See
the web site soon for more details.

Pride’s $3,500 “Growing Great Gar- FoLNCP Co-president Jim
And so, thanks to the civic involvement
dens” grant to build our Community
Braun, Matthew Braun,
of these companies and families, Little
and Landscaping Co-chair
Garden. This project is gaining a
Nancy Creek Park is emerging. Stay
Lisa
Dickerson
lot of momentum thanks to the
leadership of Boyd Johnson and Sa- — photo by Valerie Sellers tuned to the park’s website, Facebook
page, or Twitter for more updates as
bre Esler.
the momentum continues to grow.
• Russell Landscape Group is adopting a front
Become a Friend of Little Nancy Creek Park and
section of the park. They are going to help
be part of the momentum.
spruce up and maintain one of the more visible areas of the park. This well-known landscape company has been keeping Atlanta
beautiful for over 20 years.

• DeLany Rossetti Construction is building rail-

ings for our bridge. DeLany Rossetti is well
known in Atlanta or their dedication to quality
craftsmanship. We are fortunate to have a
builder that has helped shape the look and
feel of Buckhead and Brookhaven involved in
our park.

• Stewart & Company Hair Salon has made a

New railings, when complete, will make the bridge
safer and look great. — photo by Tres Carpenter
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The Noise Ordinance — What does it mean to us?
By Bob Young
The Atlanta Noise Ordinance declares that,
above certain levels, noise or noise disturbance
is detrimental to the health and welfare of its
citizenry and the individual’s right to peaceful
and quiet enjoyment of private property.
So, excluding a few things like emergency utility
repairs and the broadcast of emergency information, the ordinance lays the groundwork by
which one should be assured reasonable peace
and quiet. The ordinance is enforceable by the
Atlanta police so relief should be available 24
hours a day and not limited to only normal City
business hours.
The issue is the level above which a noise triggers the applicability of the ordinance and the
subsequent enforcement of a violation.
Noise criteria using sound meters
The ordinance provides several pages devoted
to dBA levels that are not to be exceeded such
as limiting sound levels to no more than 10 dBA
above ambient levels during the daytime hours
(7:01 AM to 9:00 PM) and no more than 5 dBA
above ambient during nighttime hours (9:01 PM
to 7:00 AM). Noise levels are measured on the
property where a concern is perceived.
If the ambient sound level cannot reasonably be
determined the ordinance provides for a maximum sound level for residentially zoned property (R1 through R5 and RG) of 55 dBA during
the daytime hours and 50 dBA during nighttime
hours. Subjectively, 50 dBA is given by several
sources as daytime suburban background conditions, soft whisper at five feet, and light auto
traffic at 100 feet.
Alternate noise measurement criteria
Most of us have never seen anyone running
around with a sound meter. Most of us don’t
even know how to use one. Fortunately, there
is an alternate criterion available at the discretion of the police officer by which
“objectionable” noise can be determined. As a
resident you can apply it and then seek police
enforcement.
During daytime hours sound from any noise
source shall be limited in volume, tone, and intensity so that the sound shall not be plainly audible at a distance of 200 or more feet from the

property line of the parcel where the noise is
generated. During nighttime hours the distance
is reduced to 50 feet. Plainly audible is defined
as a sound that can be heard by any person and
words or phrases need not be discernible and
low frequency sound reverberations are included. Both amplified and unamplified sounds
are covered by this criterion.
Make your own judgment, but this alternate
method of evaluating a potentially disturbing
sound seems to give the average resident easyto-apply ammunition to make a complaint, if
needed.
What do you do about violations?
Person-to-person requests are almost always
the best initial approach in dealing with a noise
issue. We would hope that the business or
neighbor next door or down the street would be
considerate and not indifferent to disruption
they might cause. But, if that isn’t successful,
there is always the noise ordinance to fall back
on.
A loud party is not an emergency in the same
sense as a house fire, but our recourse is to call
911 and demand that the police enforce the
noise ordinance. This is likely to be considered
a low priority call so be prepared to call a second time, if necessary.
Sound ordinance and zoning applications
The Land Use and Zoning Committee of NBCA
recently heard an application seeking to increase the outdoor seating of a restaurant near
the corner of Roswell and Wieuca. Potential
noise was the greatest concern of residents and
the committee. Approval was recommended
subject to the following noise related qualifications that the applicant agreed to:
• No outside amplified music after 11 PM.
• Strict compliance with the City’s noise
ordinance.
• No live music on the patio.
Finding the sound ordinance on-line
The full ordinance (after somewhat of a treasure
hunt) may be found at www.atlantaga.gov:
Select City Council (at left), –City Code of Ordinances, – Chapter 74, Environment (at left), –
Article 4, Noise Control.
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Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods hosts mayoral forum
By Gordon Certain, NBCA President and Secretary of the Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods
Back in June of 2008, on behalf of all Buckhead
neighborhoods, the association presidents of
Buckhead Forest, Chastain Park and North Buckhead jointly applied for the charter for a new
non-profit Georgia
corporation called the
Buckhead Council of
Neighborhoods.

with St. Anne's Episcopal Church and Ahavath
Achim Synagogue as sponsors of a forum for
the four major candidates for mayor of Atlanta.
Two prominent TV figures, Bill Nigut and Dick
Williams, asked the questions.
The turnout of about 500 attendees greatly exceeded our expectations and was
reported by several
sources to have
been the largest
forum held thus far
in Atlanta’s current
campaign cycle.

Later that October,
the Buckhead Council
of Neighborhoods met
officially for the first
Questions asked by
time and elected offithe moderators incers. Since then, the
cluded some from
BCN has grown to bethe churches, some
come an important
from BCN and a
representative of
few from the audiBuckhead’s residents,
ence. BCN’s quesincluding 24 member
tions were mostly
neighborhoods. These
The candidates, left to right, are Lisa Borders, Mary Norwood,
Buckhead-oriented,
members cover most
Kasim Reed and Jesse Stokes. — photo by Gordon Certain
though a few dealof the land area of the
ing with the city’s
overall Buckhead community, extending from
finances and schools were of broader interest.
DeKalb County and I-85 on the east to I-75 and
the Chattahoochee River north of Peachtree
The audience was attentive and polite. The canCreek.
didates showed themselves as competent conOn September 22, 2009, on a beautiful evening
after days of flooding, the BCN held its first public event, joining at Trinity Presbyterian Church

Buckhead is inside black boundary. BCN members
are dark gray (or red when viewed on the web site).

tenders. It was a privilege for BCN to have such
a significant initial public event.
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Wieuca Road Survey—continued
(Continued from page 1)

The response from our electronic survey was
unexpectedly strong. We sent out the survey to
our usual list of 1,618 e-mail addresses. A
solid 336 people responded by taking the survey. Almost all of them stayed with the survey
through the 18th and final question, providing
many comments along the way. The survey
was available on the Internet for 84 hours. It
took five days to summarize the results into a
130-page report which was published on our
web site at www.nbca.org/Wieuca_Survey.
What were the main conclusions?
•

Almost everyone (95%) thinks kids should
be able to walk to school (with their parents,
if needed) if they want.

•

Almost everyone (95%) thinks at least some
sidewalks are needed on the east side (new
campus side) of Wieuca. Many people
wanted over two miles of new sidewalks!

•

A solid majority (about 75%) agreed that
the speed limit on Wieuca Road (outside the
25 MPH school zone), should be increased so
speed enforcement would be possible.

•

Majorities ranging from 57% to 79% wanted
intersection changes (all-way stops signs or
traffic signals) at four intersections along
Wieuca, including two at the school.

•

The largest majority (96%) said they wanted
crossing guards on duty. (See item below.)

As this newsletter is being written, a letter is
being prepared to let City officials know what
the survey told us. This letter will include the
highlights of the survey, similar to the list
above, along with some specific recommendations that will hopefully take any ambiguity out
of interpreting the survey results. When that
letter is ready to be delivered next week, we will
include it at the same web site address listed
previously and let everyone know by e-mail.
NBCA is very appreciative of everyone who participated in this process, either by e-mail, by
completing the survey or by attending NBCA
board meetings. We need to hear all opinions
as we try to make the right recommendations.
Will everyone be happy? Unlikely. Will everyone
feel like they had an opportunity to have their
feedback considered? We hope so.
Note: After the report was published we learned
from a web-based sample size calculator that
our survey results are statistically significant for
14 of the 18 questions, including all those discussed above, at plus/minus 10% with 99%
confidence. We thank Robin Sherman of Arden
Way for the link (raosoft.com/samplesize.html).
IT PAYS TO BE ON NBCA’s E-MAIL LIST!
We have been writing newsletter articles for
years listing reasons why residents need to join
our free e-mail list. With this survey, we are
able to add another. Because we had to act
quickly, the e-mail list was only method available to tell “everyone” that the survey existed.
People not on our list were either told about it
by friends or they didn’t get to participate.
So if you want to be involved when we sometimes have to move out quickly, get on our list.
We try to make our frequent e-mails tolerable to
live with, so you won’t ignore the really important ones. We list the topic(s) on the subject
line for each e-mail, so you will have an idea
about what it is about without opening it. Want
to join? It’s as simple as sending an e-mail telling us your name, address and e-mail
address(es) to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.

APS needs crossing guards
Katy Pattillo of the Atlanta Board of Education
asked us to pass on the following request:
Atlanta Public Schools is interested in having volunteers for the school crossing guard program. They
will need crossing guards at the new Smith Annex on
Wieuca Road. Anyone who is interested may contact
Carol Willis at 404-802-3535.
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Christmas Tree Sale Dec.5-6

“buc” outings for kids

Every year NBCA sells high-quality Christmas
trees and wreaths at Sarah Smith School.
Prices this year will be the same as 2008. You
will be able to order your tree at reduced presale prices using the form in our December
newsletter or from our web page at
www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm. Flyers will also be
available to students at Sarah Smith School. If
not on our e-mail list, current NBCA members
and non-members who purchased a tree/wreath
last year or the year before will receive a green
tree order postcard before the newsletter is delivered. If you want a green order card, send a
request to PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342.

By Denise Starling, Executive Director of BATMA

Neighbors who pre-order are given a special opportunity to pick out their favorite tree before
the open sale is held. This special period is on
Saturday morning, December 5 from 9 AM to
11 AM.
For those who want to help with the sale, you
will get a small discount and the satisfaction of
helping your neighborhood. If you are interested in working a two-hour shift, please contact David Dollar at ddollar@mindspring.com
with “Christmas Tree Sale” on the e-mail subject
line.
If you need a very large tree, it can be special
ordered. Details are provided on the web page,
above.

The Buckhead Area
Transportation Management Association operates
the free “buc” shuttle bus
system and coordinates
other programs which
help reduce Buckhead
traffic congestion. The
following BATMA initiative
may be of interest to
neighborhood residents:
Little Bucs Adventure Shuttle
On the first Tuesday of every month, the buc is
transformed into a round-trip ticket to fun for
preschoolers. And getting there will be half the
fun with instructors
from The Music Class
leading sing-alongs
on the way! Little
Bucs riders also have
a chance to win a
$50 gift card from
Abbadabba’s, which
will be given away in
a random drawing
on each trip.
Upcoming Little Buc Adventures:
Oct. 6 Pick your pumpkin at Burt’s Farm
in Dawsonville. www.burtsfarm.com
Nov. 3 Center for Puppetry Arts*
Dec. 1 The Pink Pig*
When: Tuesday, October 6 the buc will depart
at 10 AM and return at approximately 2:30 PM.
Where: Catch the buc at the “Up Front” parking lot at the main entrance of Lenox Square
Mall. Discounted “Up Front” parking available
for Little Bucs participants.
Cost: Transportation is free. Admission to
Burt’s Farm is $5 and includes a hayride, a short
demonstration on how a pumpkin grows, and a
sugar pumpkin to take home with you.
Reservations: Reservations are not required,
but are encouraged and can be made by
e-mailing info@batma.org. Seating is limited
and available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Children must be accompanied by an adult. We
hope to see you there!
*Destinations are tentative and subject to change.
For more information, visit www.bucride.com.
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Preparing your home for winter
Add comfort and save money!
♦

Insulate your walls and ceilings, especially the attic. Consider upgrading to
spray foam insulation.

♦

Add weather stripping and caulk around
windows and doors. Install storm windows.

♦

Have HVAC cleaned and serviced by a
licensed technician.

♦

Close damper or seal off your fireplace
when not in use.

♦

Install a hot water tank blanket. Consider
upgrading to solar thermal.

♦

Insulate hot water pipes under house.

♦

Install ready-made covers for whole
house fans and pull-down attic stairs.

♦

Seal off exterior entry points to attics
and basements to prevent animals from
entering.

♦

Prevent plumbing freezes by draining
garden hoses and insulating pipes.

♦

Trim tree branches away from power
lines.

♦

Plant deciduous trees now to provide
shade in the summer months.

♦

Install leaf guards to gutter system.

♦

Reverse ceiling fan blades.

♦

Install programmable thermostats.

♦

Call Georgia Power or the Southface Institute to have an energy audit performed on your house.

♦

Take advantage of the state and federal
Energy Tax Credits available.

— Provided by Carol Cahill, Chair of the NBCA
Sustainability and Recycling Committee

Park work day: Sat. 10/31
Ever wish you could do a little for the neighborhood but don’t have the time for any long commitments? How about helping out for a few
hours at our little park on Phipps Boulevard at
Wieuca Road? It’s called North Buckhead Park.
The park’s routine maintenance is done by the
Russell Landscape Group and is paid for by
NBCA, thanks to the many donations we get for
that purpose. But, twice a year, volunteers
come in and do plantings, spread pine straw and
do similar tasks.
Please join us on Saturday, October 31, from 9
AM to noon. You don’t even have to stay all
three hours, if you have something else you
must do. Just wear work clothes and park in
the church parking lot across Wieuca Road. No
tools are needed; fruit, doughnuts, and water
will be served. It would be refreshing to have
some new faces to help the usual crew.
For more information, contact NBCA Vice President and Beautification Chair Rita Christopher
by e-mail at ritachristopher@bellsouth.net or
404-219-8053.
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Membership dues and miscellaneous items
NBCA dues to increase in 2010 — After
eleven years with unchanged household membership dues, the NBCA Board approved an increase beginning with new memberships and
renewals in January, 2010. The new rate will be
$50 per 12-month year for households and
$100 per 12-month year for businesses.
During those eleven years, NBCA has significantly extended its services to the neighborhood. On the other hand, since the end of
2006, the association’s expenses have exceeded
total income. In a recent survey of neighborhood practices by the Buckhead Council of
Neighborhoods, NBCA had the lowest membership dues and had consistently high levels of
service to its community. With this change,
NBCA household dues will still be on the lower
end of the scale.
MARTA discount fare cards — NBCA is a
member of the Buckhead Area Transit Management Association (BATMA) and, as such, is eligible for its members to purchase monthly MARTA
passes at 10%-off prices. For more information,
please e-mail NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
Initially, you will need to pay for your passes at
BATMA’s offices in Tower Place, though if there
is enough interest, NBCA could become more
directly involved.
New Peachtree Dunwoody traffic islands —
We have been in contact with Larry Kelly who is

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
By Sue Certain
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” is a mantra of the environmental movement, but there is more to it
than that. The order of the words matters.
To help the planet, using less is the best option:
turn off the lights, walk not drive, buy products
without excessive packaging.
Second best is reusing: take reusable bags to
the grocery store, give old clothes to charity,
reuse books and magazines by giving them to
friends, a doctor’s office, or the library.
Finally, if you have it and can’t reuse it, recycle
it: put old phone books, plastic bottles, and
glass in the city recycling bin. It’s better than
throwing it into the garbage.
It’s good to recycle, but often better not to buy
it (or buy less of it) in the first place.

president of Pope & Land, an NBCA business
member and developer of the high-rise project
at 3630 Peachtree Road at Peachtree Dunwoody
Road. We wondered why the new medians were
bare concrete and not vegetated. Larry indicates that the city blocked vegetation for safety
reasons. But there is hope that the policy can
be changed. If you have any other suggestions
about this or any other neighborhood issue,
please send an e-mail to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
Wieuca Road sidewalks need clean-up —
The sidewalks on Wieuca Road, which will be
used by some students attending the new
school campus, are in poor shape. We have
asked the city to repair the concrete and other
physical issues. But there are other usability
issues that homeowners and neighborhood volunteers must address. Vegetation impeding the
use of the sidewalks must be cut back. Homeowners are asked to get out their clippers and
trim their shrubbery. Lisa Mason of Wieuca
Terrace has volunteered to lead a clean-up effort on Wieuca. Her group plans to pick up debris and trim shrubbery that homeowners may
have missed. If you want to help Lisa’s team,
send an e-mail to lisakmason@bellsouth.net.
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NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee’s recent work
By Walda Lavroff, Chair
The L/Z committee has recently reviewed
applications by two new neighborhood
restaurants and by several homeowners seeking
to add swimming pools to their homes.
We were also advised — in accordance with
conditions attached by NBCA to a 1984
Rezoning application — that a Goddard School
Day Care facility for children is opening in the
3525 Piedmont Road Center Complex.
When neighborhood restaurants open in this
area, they frequently need to apply for code
variances for their parking requirements. That
was the case in our most recent applications for
the “Twisted Taco” at Wieuca Road near Roswell
Road, and for a pizza establishment planned at
Roswell Road (next to Arden’s Garden) near the
intersection of Powers Ferry Rd. While wanting
to be supportive of new neighborhood business
activity, we conditioned our recommendations
on safety concerns, which we strongly urged to
be observed.
As previously mentioned, our committee has a
website which explains the permitting
application process in detail; yet we are
surprised to find how uninformed some

applicants are. Our web-mistress, Andrea
Bennett, maintains a very informative, updated
website at www.Northbuckheadzoning.com.
In response to the frequent question: “How do
neighbors know about pending applications?”
this website states:
“The L/Z Committee posts signs
prominently outside properties which will be
considered at the next meeting…”
The permitting process requires that applicants
inform their adjacent property owners of
planned changes involving the zoning code. But
to assure that interested residents are informed
of our committee involvement, NBCA has made
it a practice to post — wherever possible —
signs announcing our meetings.
Wendell Harsh, one of our committee members,
has volunteered to be our “sign master”. Most
generously, he has also been funding these
signs (which are not inexpensive).
To our dismay we have experienced vandalism/
theft of our signs. We urge our neighbors to be
respectful of our committee signs.
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Art Opening at Blue Heron

Floodplains:how they work

By Nancy Jones
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve

By Nancy Jones
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve

We are having our first art opening in the beautiful Blue Heron building at 4055 Roswell Road
in November. We hope to make this a quarterly
event, showcasing the work of local artists with
themes of nature. A portion of the proceeds
from each of these events will be shared with
Blue Heron Nature Preserve to help fund its mission.

During our recent high water event in September, most of Blue Heron Nature Preserve went
underwater. This is a natural thing because
most of Blue Heron is floodplain. Areas like the
preserve work as pressure valves for creeks,
allowing the water to spread out and dissipate.
We really didn't experience any long term damage. Just a cleanup is needed. The worst thing
that happened was our honeybees were swept
away, very sad and a hard lesson about the
need for finding a higher place to put them next
time. Our community garden went under water;
it too will need some cleanup but is basically
intact.

Our first artist is Diane Evans, who is showing
an amazing series of mixed media tree drawings
in our lobby area and collage work in the boardroom. On opening night she will have jewelry
as well as note cards and smaller works for sale.
This is a wonderful opportunity for the North
Buckhead neighborhood and Blue Heron supporters to come see our new building.
Save the dates:
•

Friday, November 13th, 6 — 9 PM
Opening night reception

•

Sunday, November 15th, 2 — 5 PM
Diane will be at the 4055 Roswell Road
building, exhibiting her smaller pieces, jewelry and cards.

•

After the 15th Diane’s work will be on display through January.

This is a great time to meet the artist, do some
holiday shopping and support Blue Heron!

Several small streams in North Buckhead are so
narrowed with rock walls that the water has no
place to go but up. The rock walls also speed up
the water causing more erosion and damage.
Our over-developed community adds to the
problem with runoff from concrete and asphalt
spilling water quickly into the already full
streams. That's why floodplains and buffer
zones of plant materials are so important: they
help slow the water and absorb it. The value in
protecting buffer areas of greenspace is important. You can help by letting the stream in your
yard or neighborhood stay vegetated. It will
help when the next high water event occurs.

We will have more information posted on our
website: www.bhnp.org.
Hope to see you in November.

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs
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Andrea Bennett
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404-231-4130
Tishann Brown
Tishann.Brown@harrynorman.com 4/310-5548
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Report from NPU-B
By Andrea Bennett
NBCA Representative to NPU-B
In August, NPU-B learned from Atlanta Fire &
Rescue that furlough days have now been eliminated. The Department’s main headquarters
has relocated to 226 Peachtree Street, 404-5467000. Department personnel report that nearly
80% of their work is paramedic rather than firerelated.
Sargeant Harris of Zone 2 stated that APD successfully broke up a burglary ring operating out
of the attic of an apartment building in the
Mathieson Drive area. The burglars were apprehended and District Attorney Bobby Wolf advises that prosecutions are in progress. Mr.
Wolf can be contacted at 404-224-3288 or by email at bobby.wolf@fultoncountyga.gov. MARTA
police report that crime in and around Buckhead
area stations is very low (only one incident in
the entire month of September).
Our new public information liaison with the Department of Watershed Management is Regina
Garland, regina.garland@awsip.org, 770-8094387. Our contact at the Department of Parks

Jackie Goodman
JackieGoodman@remax.net
Greater Atlanta

and Recreation is Al Dodson, 404-817-6739,
adodson@atlantaga.gov.
The NPU also heard a presentation from Pat
Jackson of Fulton County Behavioral Health,
who provided an overview of mental and behavioral services offered by Fulton County. (See
http://livebetterfulton.org.) They operate four
adult facilities, four developmentally disabled
facilities, a drug treatment facility on Ponce de
Leon, and Oakhill facility for teens on Metropolitan Boulevard. Ms. Jackson can be reached at
404-224-3590.
The City Planning Department advised that
funding has been found to complete planning for
the Project Greenspace initiative, which grew
out of the New Century Economic Development
Plan adopted in 2004. Details are available at
www.atlantagreenspace.com.
The Atlanta Regional Commission is developing
a regional Plan 2040 and asks neighborhoods
and citizens to nominate natural, historic and
cultural resources which will be catalogued in
the plan. See www.atlantaregional.com/
html/4919.aspx.
NPU-B also approved several variance applications related to home improvements in the
Buckhead area. Commercial variances included
a new Chase Bank branch coming to The Peach
shopping center at 2900 Peachtree Road, and a
new restaurant known as Fortunato’s at 37193751 Roswell Road, which had previously been
processed and approved with conditions by the
NBCA Land Use/Zoning Committee.

Each office independently owned and operated

Associate Broker

404-609-9898 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation
• "One of Atlanta's top Realtors," Atlanta Magazine, 2005
• Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979
• Phoenix Award, Atlanta Board of Realtors
• Life Member, Million Dollar Club
• RE/MAX Hall of Fame
• Board Member, The Fuller Center for Housing
• Past Volunteer/Board Member, Habitat for Humanity
• Past President, North Buckhead Home & Garden Club
• Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member,
High Museum of Art
• Licensed Realtor Since 1994

Ride the buc,

Buckhead’s free shuttle bus service.
.

www.bucride.com
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Area businesses support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
at&t - Wireless Etc
404-233-9898
Atlanta Audubon Society www.atlantaaudubon.org
John R Barnes/Harry Norman
404-233-1492
404-310-5548
Tishann Brown - Realtor
3340 Peachtree Rd#560
Buckhead Coalition
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum 2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000
Caribou Coffee Roswell Road 4520 Roswell Rd
404-918-8438
Carol Cahill, Realtor
CORE Benefit Solutions www.corebenefitsga.com
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403
404-256-4488
Crème de la Crème Preschool
Crown & Anchor Pub
4969 Roswell Rd
3872 Roswell Rd
Diazo Specialty Printing
Distinctive Appliances 2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd
404-609-9898
Jackie Goodman, Realtor
3830 Roswell Rd
Goodyear of Buckhead
404-467-9451
Shirley Irek Piano Studio
404-262-7920
Jones & Kolb, CPAs
www.LakemooreColonyCondominiums .com
L i t t l e D a V i n c i S c h o o l . c o m
LivingGreenPages.com
404-771-5322

Loridans Ventures
404-872-1924
4402A Roswell Rd
Lucy's Market
Miller Brothers, Ltd.
www.millerbrothers.com
404-814-1973
Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.
Parc at Buckhead
www.parcatbuckhead.com
PC Management Co
3495 Piedmont Rd
Pope & Land Enterprises www.popeandland.com
4455 Roswell Rd
Presstine Cleaners
Realtors, *The Hinsons*
404-231-1113
Regent Partners
www.regentpartners.com
Remarkable Real Estate Services 404-233-MARC
Scotland Wright & Assoc. www.scotlandwright.com
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor www.jennifersherrouse.com
Laura Sobol, OTR/L
404-798-8809
St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org
Suzy Smith, Realtor
404-307-0347
4716 Roswell Rd
The Cat Doctor, Inc.
The Hoots Group
www.thehootsgroup.com
Tuxedo Pharmacy
164 W. Wieuca Rd
Wells Fargo/mtge/Jason Hultgren 404-224-2150
West Paces Vacuum
1264 W. Paces Fy Rd
William Word Antiques
707-709 Miami Cir

Area businesses, please join us! Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so
little money? To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $50 check to
NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342. (Use the membership coupon on page 16.)

North Buckhead Area Map

North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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PAID
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PO Box 420391
Atlanta, GA 30342

Please Deliver
by October 15

Are You A
Member?

Yes!

I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the…

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mail to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391
Website — www.nbca.org E-mail — nbca@nbca.org

Annual membership dues — Household $25 / Business $50
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership)
Please enclose your check payable to NBCA. Dues/contributions are not charitable tax-deductible contributions.

Please answer this question.

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ Date __________________
Please print carefully

Address ______________________________________________

Year you moved to North Buckhead _____

E-mail #1 ____________________________________ E-mail #2 ______________________________________
Please print very carefully

Phone (Home) ____________________ Phone (Work) _____________________ Cell _____________________
We (I)

are

are not interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.

Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories (definitions at www.nbca.org/volunteer):

Beautification / Park
Christmas Tree Sale
Environment / Trees
Eyesore Resolution
Find/Provide Baby Sitters
Find Book Group
Find Jogging Buddies
Find Playgroups
Friend of the Park

Legal / Professional
Membership — Business
Membership — Condo
Membership — Single-family
Neighborhood Directory
New Neighbor Greeting
Newsletter
One-time, quick volunteer jobs
Playgrounds / Kids

Police / Fire / Safety
Sidewalks / Crosswalks
Social Events
Stuff Envelopes
Sustainability/Recycle
Traffic Committee
Web Site
Zoning / Land Use
Other _____________

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services:
_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
In addition to my $25/50 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $___ Legal $___ and Greenspace Fund $___
NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation. Payments are not tax-deductible charitable contributions.

