
Page 1 North Buckhead Newsletter July 2010 

 

 Civ ic  Assoc iat ion Newsletter    

NORTH BUCKHEAD 
      www.nbca.org                   July  2010  

 
 Mai led four  t imes each year  to  about  4 ,000 North  Buckhead homes 

 

NBCA’s  newslet ter  arch ive is  on- l ine wi th co lor  photos at  www.nbca.org/newslet ters.  

North Buckhead Civ  

 Inside this Newsletter 
APD Enforcement Resumes  ……………...……..                    Page            3 
Little Nancy Creek Park Is Emerging ………...               Page            4  
NPU-B ……………………………………………...…….....                Page             5 
Resident Survey ……………………….................       Page                    6 
“buc” Outings for Kids …………………...………….                    Page            7 
Land Use/Zoning ………………………...…………..…      Page   7 
Social Security Maze ………………………...……....           Page            8 
Native Grasses Return to Buckhead ……......         Page     10 
Girl Scout Pavilion at Blue Heron …………..….           Page    1  1 
Food Drive a Success ………………….…………....            Page    1 3 
Pay NBCA Dues On-line   ……..…..………………..              Page    13 
Blue Heron Eco-Fair …………………..……………….        Page   14    
NBCA Board Changes  …………..…………………..            Page   14 
New Business Members  ……………………………..           Page    14 
Area Businesses Support NBCA           ………………….     Page   15    

By Sue Certain 

At the 38th Annual Meeting on March 25, at St. 
James United Methodist Church, a varied array 
of government and neighborhood speakers 
talked with about 90 neighbors and friends who 
gathered to socialize, to eat sandwiches, fruit, 
and cake, and to hear and be heard by our 
elected representatives at the state, city, and 
neighborhood levels.  Our new Sarah Smith Ele-
mentary School Annex and Little Nancy Creek 
Park were welcome and celebrated additions to 
the community this year. 

Ed Lindsey, our Representative to the Georgia 
House, made time in his busy schedule as the 
next day was "Crossover Day".  That is the day 
when legislation from the House crosses over to 
the Senate, and vice versa.  If a bill does not 
get through the House/Senate by Crossover 
Day, it cannot become law this year.  Mr. 
Lindsey is Majority Whip of the House, the 4th-
highest position there.  Big issues this year are 
finances and unemployment.  State spending 
last year was $21 billion; it will drop to $17 bil-
lion this year.  We have a 10.7% unemployment 
rate, he said.  [According to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor, the latest rate (May) was 
10.2%.]  Georgia has had to cut in all areas due 
to a radical drop in revenue.  There has been a 
3-5% cut in education and public safety, and a 
10-15% cut elsewhere.  Georgia teachers were 

(Continued on page 12) 

By Robert Sarkissian  
Chair, NBCA Traffic Committee 

The most expensive portions of the promised 
Wieuca Road improvements (aside from the 
sidewalks) are beginning to meter the traffic 
flow and modify behavior in the vicinity of the 
Sarah Smith Intermediate Campus.  More 
changes are coming.   
 

Wieuca Sidewalks and Related Changes 
 

Two traffic signals were installed in mid-May and 

are now operational.  The road’s double center-
line and bike lane stripes are being repainted 

(Continued on page 2) 

Traffic Update Annual Meeting 

State Representative Ed Lindsey Caution: Signals, crosswalks, school zone, bikes 
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NBCA Standing Meetings 
(NBCA meetings are open to the public) 

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month ex-
cept March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103, 
Wieuca Road Baptist Church 
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of 
month, Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church 
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian 
 oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444 
 
NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342 

Traffic Update—continued 

and the bike lane has been marked.  Flashing 
lights are scheduled to be installed at the 
boundaries of the school zone within the next 
two weeks: one set near Wieuca Trace and the 
other near the GA400 bridge.   

Additional near-term improvements include two 
permanent smart radar speed signs to be 
mounted on both sides of Wieuca approaching 
the school. These are scheduled for installation 
in mid-July.  These signs, located near Pinecrest 
Road and near North Stratford Road, will alert 
drivers approaching the campus area of 
Wieuca’s 30 MPH speed limit. (Our efforts to test 
the effectiveness of these improvements are 
discussed in the next section of this article.)  
Pedestrian protection changes are planned on 
the GA400 bridge and NBCA is expecting an up-
date on them soon. 

The current City plan and schedule for the cam-
pus area sidewalks were updated in early July.  
See www.nbca.org/wieuca.pdf.  If you are 
keeping track of this sidewalk project, we are in 
“Phase 2 - Construction/ROW Services” and 
“Phase 3 - Road Safety Improvements”.  The 
City is starting the acquisition of land for side-
walk right-of-way this month which will include 
developing plats and beginning appraisals, fol-
lowed by calls and offers to the abutting prop-
erty owners. 
NBCA Radar Signs  
We now have a second speed radar sign.  One 
of these mobile radar units is currently mounted 
just south (east) of the school entrance at the 
intersection of Ivy Road and Wieuca Road.  It 
will help us determine the effectiveness of the 
new traffic signals and fixed radars to reduce 
speeding, when compared to the speeding pro-
files we calculated in March. 

Over the last several months I have learned a 
few points worthy of mention about where the 
radar signs work well and where they don’t:   

• The metal sign posts that are used to 

(Continued from page 1) mount the speed limit signs need to be 
sturdy enough to hold a 35 pound box at 
least five feet above the ground without 
causing significant movement.   

• The location has to be free from obstruc-
tions such as trees and branches.   

• It needs to have a long straight line of 
sight — ideally over 500 feet.   

• The post itself can’t be twisted in a manner 
that would cause too much of an angular 
deviation of the radar beam from the direc-
tion of the road.  Any interference causes 
either inaccurate readings or delayed trig-
gering.   

If you have suggestions on locations for our ra-
dar units, please send your recommendations to 
me. 
Expanding NBCA’s Traffic Committee 
With City resources thinning as a result of 
budget cuts, NBCA’s traffic committee should 
broaden its activities to help government re-
spond to our area’s traffic and safety needs. 
Over the last two years, much attention has 
been placed on the traffic infrastructure and 
control mechanisms within the vicinity of the 
new Sarah Smith school on Wieuca Road.  Vari-
ous delays have stretched the completion of 
some of these school-related projects to as far 
as winter of 2011.  As the school-related 
changes wind down, it is important that we step 
back to get a full appreciation of the needs of 
the entire geographic neighborhood.  To do that, 
we need representation from all areas.   
I am looking for traffic committee volunteers 
who can meet once a quarter.  The tasks we 
need to accomplish are fairly straightforward.  
One is to provide “in the trenches” feedback and 
observations to help prioritize requests to the 
City and APD for repairs, signage omissions, 
speed enforcement, etc.  The other is to help 
with the placement and monitoring of our radar 
speed signs including fund raising campaigns to 
purchase two to three additional radar units. 
To achieve balance for the entire neighborhood, 
I want a volunteer to represent each of following 
areas: 

• Peachtree Dunwoody (within North Buck-
head’s boundaries), 

• Sarah Smith Primary Campus — someone 
who resides within 2/10 mile of the school 
— preferably north (west) of the school, 

• Loridans Drive west of 400 (including Tree 
Haven Drive, Valley Green Drive, etc.), 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Gordon Certain, NBCA President 

I had the opportunity to talk with Major Robert 
Browning in early July (the 6th).  Browning is 
APD Zone 2's commander.  I asked why we had-
n't seen much (any) speed enforcement activity 
on neighborhood streets lately.  He said that all 
of APD's discretionary forces throughout the City 
had been dedicated since May to an effort to 
suppress "smash and grab" burglaries.  That 
effort ended last week, so expect to see an in-
crease in radar (laser) activity on neighborhood 
streets throughout the Buckhead area.  
We also got in a discussion about the Georgia 
State Patrol, which does enforcement on area 
expressways and some area four-lane roads, 
such as Roswell Road.  He said if you see a po-
lice car (especially a state patrol car) which has 
pulled someone over on your side of a four-lane 
road, be especially careful.  Even if they have 
pulled entirely off the pavement, if you are in 
the right lane, you MUST move into the left lane 
to pass the scene or, if it is not physically possi-
ble to enter the left lane, slow down signifi-
cantly.  If you don't, you will get a $500 ticket.   
 
 
 
 

About author Gordon Certain — Gordon has 
been featured in several recent articles in the 
local media.  See www.nbca.org/GC for a list-
ing of these and other articles.  Gordon’s e-mail 
is gcertain@comcast.net. 

APD Enforcement Resumes Traffic Update—continued 

• Loridans Drive east of 400 (including Glen-
gary Drive, Loridans Drive), 

• North Stratford between Wieuca Peachtree 
Dunwoody (including Stovall Boulevard, 
North Ivy Road, Mountain Drive), 

• Lakemoore Drive, Rickenbacker Drive/Way, 
Pinecrest Road, and/or West Wieuca Road. 

If you want to volunteer to represent an area, 
please contact me at oversark@bellsouth.net. 

(Continued from page 2) 

New signs on Wieuca Road, like this one, enable 
APD to enforce the speed limit more strictly. 
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will be building bridges between members of our 
wonderful community and between the genera-
tions of children that will come to here to play.  
Our goal to begin construction is spring of 2011, 

but before we begin construction we will need to 
raise more funds.   

Recently the FoLNCP was chosen as the recipi-
ents of a $50,000 award from the Park Pride 
Community Grant, which is a matching grant 
program.  This was largely due to the success of 
a silent fundraising campaign, which helped 
raise over $50,000 from local businesses and 
residents.  We are proud to say we are already 
over half way to securing the 40 members that 
will complete our Founders Club.  We are cur-
rently in the final stages of planning for our 
Capital Campaign, scheduled to be announced in 
September.   

About Little Nancy Creek Park: In August 
2007, the City of Atlanta purchased nearly five 
acres of property for $2.7 million for the       
purpose of creating a new park.  This purchase 
came with the agreement that any additional 
funding to develop the property would be re-
quired to come from within the community.   
Little Nancy Creek Park is situated on Peachtree 
Dunwoody across from Winall Down Road.  We 
invite you to join us by visiting our website 
www.littlenancycreekpark.org for further 
information.   

By Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park 

This past spring, neighborhood children from 
North Buckhead and Brookhaven were invited to 
participate in the playground design process for 
a new playground at Little Nancy 
Creek Park.  The Friends of Little 
Nancy Creek Park (FoLNCP) is 
excited to present the design 
schematic for the playground. 
The schematic was designed with 
the direct input of the neighbor-
hood children over a two-day pe-
riod in May, followed by a well-
attended celebration at Sarah 
Smith Elementary.  

This design is currently under 
review by the City of Atlanta 
Parks Department and will be 
presented to neighboring plan-
ning units for their approval.  
The construction will be com-
pletely community driven, and 
built over approximately five 
days, exclusively with the help of 
local residents and businesses.  
During this time, we will build 
more than a playground — we 

Little Nancy Creek Park Is Emerging 
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By Andrea Bennett 
 North Buckhead Representative to NPU-B  

At its May meeting NPU-B was briefed on a City 
request for a 15-year extension of the deadline 
for the second Consent Decree on sewer work, 
from 2014 to 2029.  This request was in        
response to a serious decline in Department of 
Watershed Management (DWM) revenues due to 
reduced water use and reduced sales tax    
revenues.  An extension would allow the City to 
spread required capital improvements over a I5-
year period. This would, in turn, allow the DWM 
to keep future water rate increases in the single 
digits after this year's 12.6% and next year's 
12% scheduled increases.  The first Consent   
Decree, which was completed on time and under 
budget in 2007, has reduced sewer overflows by 
75 percent in the City's separated sewer area. 
Atlanta Police Zone 2, which includes North 
Buckhead, now has a Community Prosecutor, 
Hannah Chung.  She will serve as a community 
liaison to the Fulton County District Attorney’s 
office and is a resident of Buckhead.  A search 
for office space in Buckhead for her is in pro-
gress.  She can be contacted at 404-612-4951 
or Hannah.chung@fultoncountyga.gov.   
Our regularly assigned Assistant District Attor-
ney is Bobby Wolf, who may be contacted at 
robert.wolf@fultoncountyga.gov or 404-224-
3288.  Bobby, a lifelong resident of Buckhead, 

Neighborhood Planning Unit B (NPU-B) 
provides information regarding the status of all 
criminal prosecutions in our area, and likewise 
welcomes contact from area residents. 
NPU-B processed a variety of requests regarding 
zoning matters, mostly of a residential nature.  
Applications for zoning changes and variances 
are initially heard in detail by NBCA’s Land Use/
Zoning Committee.  Thereafter, applications go 
to the NPU with recommendations from our 
neighborhood before being sent to the City for 
final action.   
NPU-B also heard a number of applications for 
alcohol permits.  Among those approved were 
the Taco & Tequila restaurant at 4270 Roswell 
Road, the Buckhead Saloon at 3227 Roswell 
Road,  Bistro Carthago/La at 3133 Piedmont Rd.  
and a new retail store to be located in Tuxedo 
Festival Shopping Center at 3655 Roswell Road.  
You may have also noticed that Flip Burger, an 
upscale hamburger restaurant, is coming to the 
former Blockbuster store at Tuxedo Festival.   
As North Buckhead’s representative to NPU-B, 
I’m always glad to share your concerns, so 
please don’t hesitate to contact me at 404-816-
6500 or andrea0599@gmail.com.  NPU-B 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
PM, at Cathedral of Christ The King, 2699 
Peachtree Road, NE. (1st floor of the Hyland 
Center), and meetings are open to the public. 
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 In preparation for our March annual meeting, 
we asked North Buckhead residents to give us 
some feedback.  Here are the results.   
See www.nbca/Annual2010/Survey.pdf for 
an easier-to-read version, which also includes  
comments made by survey takers. 
Among the highlights in the responses are that 
less than a third of residents want a neighbor-
hood security patrol.  There was strong support 
for the use of speed radar signs.  Those with an 
opinion supported changes to NBCA’s bylaws.  
Those changes were adopted during the annual 
meeting. 

Results of North Buckhead Resident Survey  
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Land Use/Zoning 
By Walda Lavroff 

Chair, NBCA Land Use/Zoning Committee 

Applications for permits which require neighbor-
hood involvement have slowed to a crawl this 
year.  Absent any applications, the committee 
did not meet in June.  

We have reviewed about half a dozen applica-
tions since the beginning of the year;  none of 
those were of major impact to the entire area. 
But adjacent property owners continued to be 
protective of their boundaries, as they should 
be.  

We noticed tolerance toward minor intrusions on 
Zoning Code, but distinct objection toward sig-
nificant reduction in lot coverage to exceed the 
40% limit on impermeable surfaces within the 
City Code’s R-3 zoning requirements. 

We also received a few inquiries about lots 
which are viewed as investment property.  Call-
ers usually want to find what position NBCA may 
take on possible variance requests.  Our com-
mittee is not qualified to give such advice;  we 
refer callers to the City Bureau of Planning.  

“buc” Outings for Kids 
BATMA is the non-profit 
organization that operates 
the Buc shuttle bus sys-
tem in urban Buckhead. 
On special days, they use 
one of their buses to take 
area kids on fun outings. 
Their tours resumed in 
July.  [The first outing 

may be history before you read this, but the ar-
rangements should be similar for future events.]  

 

Mayfield Dairy - Braselton, GA. 
When—July 15 from 10 AM – 2:30 PM. 
Where: Catch the buc at the “Up Front” parking 
lot at the main entrance of Lenox Square Mall. 
Discounted “Up Front” parking available for Lit-
tle Bucs participants. 
Cost: Free.  Hand-scooped Mayfield ice cream 
will be available for purchase. 
Reservations: Reservations are not required, 
but are strongly encouraged and can be made 
by emailing rsvp@batma.org. Seating is limited 
and available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Details — See www.bucride.com 
 

Southeast Railway Museum - Duluth, GA. 
When—August 5 [time not yet known] 
Details — See www.bucride.com 
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 By Sue Certain 
As we grow older, most of us will have to grap-
ple with the question of when to start receiving 
Social Security.  This is more 
complex than many people 
realize. 
Here’s some basic back-
ground:  The earliest point at 
which you can begin age-
based Social Security is 62.  If 
you start getting benefits 
then, the monthly amount will be the least you 
could receive.  In general, the later in life you 
start getting SS, the longer you wait, the 
greater the monthly amount will be.  Social Se-
curity has been adjusted so that as years go by, 
the age for “full” benefits rises.  For my husband 
Gordon that age was 65, for me it will be 66, 
and for people younger than me it will be 
greater than 66.  For those who wait, 70 is com-
monly thought to be the maximum age you 
would start receiving benefits.    
My husband's pension was set up to go down as 
soon as he turned 62, so he applied for Social 
Security then.  He asked me at the time what I 
thought of this, and I said "sure".  So that was 
the thought and analysis that went into that de-
cision.  Most people who are retired quickly deal 
with the problem by starting SS as early as they 
possibly can.   

Getting Social Security at 62 feels great — you 
have a new source of funds right away, and if 
the US government or Social Security trust fund 

crashes, you have gotten 
yours while the getting was 
good.  Most people I know do 
this.  Some people feel that 
you are crazy if you don't. 
Later, when I turned 62, I did-
n't apply for Social Security 
because at the time our assets 

were pretty good (fat stock market portfolios, 
and the like).  Why not wait a little longer?  It's 
not as if we would have to tighten our belts if 
we did. 
Flash forward to 2009.  Stocks are down, cash 
reserves are depleting, and our younger daugh-
ter is in college.  The situation is different now.  
Neither Gordon nor I wishes to return to a full-
time, paying job — I don't even want a part-
time paying job.  We find things like editing and 
publishing a neighborhood newsletter much 
more rewarding, albeit intangibly rather than 
financially.  What to do? 
I started reading up on the subject.  I learned 
that if you have a couple where one makes sig-
nificantly more money than the other, according 
to the AARP, it is best for the one who makes 
less to start SS at 62, then the other to start 
collecting at 70.  So if we could go back in the 
time machine, we could do that.  However, we 
had special circumstances…a late-in-life child.  
When Gordon started collecting at 62, we were 
surprised to find that he also got about $500/
month extra as a supplement to help support 
Jessica until she graduated from high school.  
None of the articles I read about SS has ever 
mentioned this student benefit, but it is impor-
tant to take into account if you have a late in 
life child.  This certainly argues for his having 
taken Social Security early. 
I discovered that if at any point, you want to 
reapply for SS at a later date to get a higher 
monthly payment, you can do so if you pay SS 
back all they have paid you.  Every penny.  For 
most people that would not be feasible, and it 
certainly wasn't for us.  Not to mention the 
complexity of addressing back income taxes and 
how to get any kind of refund, if you could. 
I also read that in a situation like ours, the 
lower earner can take a percentage of their 
spouse's SS payment at 62, then at 70 switch to 
their own, higher payment.  That sounded too 
good to be true, and when I checked with SS, I 
found out that it was, at least in our case.  But, 
in some cases, you are able to choose to take a 
percentage of your spouse's higher benefit.  If 
you have a choice of rates when you apply for 
SS, you always have to take the higher payment 

Walking the Social Security Maze:  One Person's Story  

 

You might not be social security 
age yet, or even close.  But 

learning a little now might save 
you a lot in the future.   
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Social Security — continued 
rate available.  So, if your spouse elects to take 
SS at 62, that lowers their rate when you are 
choosing.  This is a reason why some articles 
suggest the lower earner take SS at a younger 
age, and the higher earner wait until later (70).  
In any case, I did discover that if your spouse 
dies and they had a higher SS benefit than you 
did, you are then eligible to receive SS pay-
ments of their higher rate. 
 So now what?  It is all so complicated, but the 
articles I read did seem to agree that it was, in 
general, better to wait to apply for SS if you 
thought you were in reasonably good health and 
would not go into debt by doing so.  Most agree 
that it is a greater risk for most people to "live 
too long", and have too little money later in life, 
than for the SS System to run out of money. 
Also if you are still working, then it is better to 
wait as long as possible.  But exactly how long 
to wait? 
I called Atlanta Social Security (1-800-772-
1213) and discovered you could sit down with 
them in their office and they would crunch the 
numbers for you and answer your questions.  To 
me, this seemed better than "seeing your ac-
countant" as some suggested because: a) sit-
ting down with a government SS analyst was 
free and b) they would have immediate access 
to both my and Gordon's numbers in their sys-
tem, which an accountant wouldn't necessarily 
have.  Also, they would be up on the latest SS 
information.  Everyone I talked to at SS seemed 
to think I was calling to apply for SS, and I re-
peatedly told them I wasn't, I might apply but I 
might not.  Gordon and I made an appointment, 
and the SS analyst we talked to was very help-
ful.  What would be the break-even point if I 
waited:  If I did not apply now, at age 64, and 
applied at 66, at what point would the money I 
received be greater than if I applied now?  It 
turned out to be 79. (I think if the question was 
whether to apply at 66 rather than 62, it would 
be age 78.) 
If someone is in poor health and doesn't expect 
to live long, getting SS as early as possible 
makes sense:  if you wait too long, you wouldn't 
get anything at all.  If someone is in great 
health, has significant savings and/or a good 
pension, and comes from a family of centenari-
ans, waiting until age 70 makes sense:  if you 
apply too early, you could face years of penury 
late in life.  Of course, if you have mounting 
debt (say you just got laid off in the recession, 
with no job prospects), then you might need to 
apply right away. 
As for me…I'm not in poor health but people in 
my family have not historically had extremely 
long lives. I think I will most likely live to be in 
my 80's or older. We're not wealthy, but not in 
debt either.  We can economize for another year 

or two.  So, I plan to apply for Medicare at age 
65, and Social Security at 66:  "full retirement 
age".  A sort of middle-of-the-road conclusion 
seems best for me, and Gordon agrees. 
When to collect Social Security is different for 
everybody, of course, because circumstances 
vary.  That is why this is one person's story.  
And no one knows what will happen tomorrow, 
so this decision boils down to a calculated risk.  
A final thought, from an article in the New York 
Times, is relevant.  That is to think of SS like an 
annuity.  People buy annuities, and often they 
are not reliable, reasonably priced, or inflation-
adjusted.  But if you can wait to apply for SS, it 
could be like the best annuity to buy. 
 

Sue’s experience is her personal story and is not 
intended to be advice.  Please contact Social Se-
curity or your advisor about your particular cir-

cumstances.   
 

Maybe you have a story to share, too.  
Sue’s e-mail is sccertain@comcast.net.   

Lost Cats and Dogs 
If you lose/find a pet, send an e-mail to 
NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com.  Include your 
contact information and a description of the pet.  
If you can include a photo, please do so.  
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better way would be for us to appreciate a little 
“wildness” and let Mother Nature do her thing. 
As a part of its educational mission, Blue Heron 
hopes to demonstrate the natural beauty of na-
tive landscapes so that more Atlanta homeown-
ers will adopt them.  If you are interested in 
finding out more about native grasses and wild-
flowers, you can visit Walter’s website at 
www.rockspringfarm.com.  He may be 
reached via the contact link on that website. 
 
About author Jack White — Jack is a long-
time Atlanta environmental expert who has 
helped many neighborhoods throughout the 
city.  Jack has made numerous contributions to 
Blue Heron Nature Preserve, from creek bank 
restoration to helping write grant applications.   
Among Jack's recent projects was the “daylighting” 
of Peavine Creek in Candler Park and freeing 
that creek from decades in a concrete culvert.  
The site has since been colonized by beavers 
and many kinds of birds, all of whom are oblivi-
ous to nearby golfers.  Candler Park is in the 
DeKalb County portion of the City of Atlanta.       

By Jack White 
One of the Blue Heron Nature Preserve's pri-
mary goals since its inception has been the re-
duction of the non-native and invasive species 
on its 25 acres.  The kudzu is substantially gone 
and privet has been greatly reduced, but lots of 
challenges remain — more privet and English 
ivy among them.  The Preserve took another 
major step in this regard this spring at the cor-
ner of Roswell Road and Lakemoore by begin-
ning the conversion of that area's rye and Ber-
muda  grasses to a native grass meadow.  Blue 
Heron has hired Walter Bland of Rock Spring 
Farm to eliminate the non-native grass species 
there (and around  the adjacent lake) and install 
native warm season grasses and wildflowers.  
When the project  is finished, the meadow will 
provide habitat and forage for birds, butterflies 
and beneficial insects. 
“Native grasses are a great way for us to make 
a BIG impact on the environment,”  Walter 
says.   “Native grasses don’t need to be irri-
gated like conventional lawn grasses, so once 
they're established, we'll be able to conserve 
water.  They don’t need fertilizer or pesticides 
like conventional lawns, so we can reduce the 
amount of toxins flowing into the environment.  
You don’t mow native grasses, so you don’t 
have all of the air pollution and greenhouse gas-
ses that lawnmowers and trimmers put into the 
atmosphere — not to mention that they take 
less work.  If everyone in Atlanta reduced the 
size of their lawn by 20%, we could save mil-
lions of gallons of water, cut air and water pollu-
tion, and have lots of extra free time.”  
Walter says that native landscapes take a little 
time for humans to get used to because they 
look different.  They look a little wild or un-
kempt, and they are not as colorful as some of 
the ornamental landscapes you see around At-
lanta.  Once people adjust to it, however, they 
are able to see its natural beauty.  He notes that 
our notion of a nice lawn comes from Victorian 
England, where the lawns and gardens on the 
large estates of the aristocracy were meticu-
lously groomed by small armies of workers.  A 

Native Grasses Return to Buckhead 

Native grass is being planted by the Blue Heron 
Nature Preserve pond at the intersection of Ros-
well Road and Lakemoore Drive.  Walter Bland 
of Rock Spring Farm drills a hole in the soil be-
fore planting grass seedlings (in his left hand).    
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Girl Scout Pavilion at Blue Heron 
The pavilion is located on the Roswell Road side 
of the Preserve behind the Community Garden 
and is available to Girls Scouts as well as the 
general public during daylight hours on a first 
come first serve basis.  However, if you have a 
special event you would like to hold there, 
please contact the Blue Heron Nature Preserve 
Executive Director, Nancy Jones, at 
nancyjljones@mindspring.com to make ar-
rangements to have it reserved. 

Join NBCA’s E-mail List 
This newsletter comes out just four times a 
year, but neighborhood news happens all the 
time.  Solution: Join our free e-mail list.  Send 
your request to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com.  
You may have up to four addresses per house-
hold.   
 
The subject line on our e-mails tell you what it’s 
about — only open the ones that interest you.  
NBCA’s current e-mail list includes over 1,700 e-
mail addresses, mostly from North Buckhead 
but is open to anyone who wants to receive it. 

By Kevin McCauley 
President, Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

The dream of having a place for people to 
gather outside at the Blue Heron Nature Pre-
serve protected from the sun and rain has fi-
nally come to pass with the completion of the 
pavilion near the Community Garden. 

When the idea for a pavilion was presented to 
the Buckhead Service Unit Girl Scouts nearly 
three years ago, they were enthusiastic and ea-
ger to have a gathering space outdoors for Girl 
Scout meetings and ceremonies and to give 
something back to the community.  Each Girl 
Scout who contributed $5 received a Blue Heron 
patch.    

With their help (and that of some neighbors), 
we quickly raised the needed funds.  Interest-
ingly, the design of the pavilion was based on 
one built at Chastain Park as part of David 
Sherman’s Eagle Scout project.  Builder Benning 
Grice along with his sub-contractors donated 
much of their time and material to construct this 
first class, cedar beam structure.  Blue Heron 
Nature Preserve and the North Buckhead Civic 
Association provided further financial support 
towards the City permitting fees making this 
truly a community effort. 

On June 5th we had a workday with the Girl 
Scouts and Community Garden members to 
complete the flooring, landscaping, trail building 
and picnic tables for the pavilion.  Afterwards 
there was a celebration along with a dedication 
of a Blue Heron weathervane mounted on the 
roof in memory of one of the Buckhead Service 
Unit’s troop leaders, Mildred Scott, who gave so 
much to Girls Scouts in Buckhead. 

 
Ready to simplify your life?   

 

There has never been a better time  
to buy a condo or townhouse!   

 

Let me help with your next move,  
anywhere in Metro Atlanta!   

 

-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --  

Associate Broker             

404-609-9898 (office) 
404-966-9220 (cell) 
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation 

Greater Atlanta 

Each office independently owned and operated  

Jackie Goodman 
JackieGoodman@remax.net 
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Annual Meeting Speakers Keep Community Well-Informed 

the highest-paid in the Southeast, said Mr. 
Lindsey, and they still are, even with furloughs. 

There will be more fees.  One fee will be for 
hospitals; this will enable collection of money to 
draw down matching federal funds. 

Other important areas are transportation, water, 
and ethics.  Atlanta's transportation needs are 
different from the rest of the state and these 
needs should be addressed.  A federal judge has 
said Atlanta can't use Lake Lanier for drinking 
water, so we need conservation and increased 
capacity.  With the recent scandal regarding the 
previous Speaker of the House, the ethics rules 
need to be stronger. 

Mr. Lindsey was troubled by House Bill H125, 
which would create Milton County out of north 
Fulton County.  Taxes in Buckhead would be 
even greater if this happened.  [Ed. Note:  this 
bill did not cross over.]  There is also a bill pro-
posed for a regional transportation system and 
tax.  Several bills have been proposed to ban 
cell-phone texting while driving.  [Ed. Note: This 
bill became law.] 

Then Mr. Lindsey left, to go home to a stack of 
bills.  Vincent Fort, our State Senator, also 
spoke — he also made time from a very de-
manding day.  He, too, opposed Milton County.  
Improvement of Fulton County would be a bet-
ter option.  He spoke to the issue of CRCT era-
sures.  He insisted on a non-partisan, independ-
ent look at this issue.  He shared his phone 
number, 404-287-7116, if we wished to speak 
to him about our concerns. Graham Balch, who 
is running against Senator Fort in the Democ-
ratic primary, also spoke.  Senator Fort then 
went home to a stack of bills, in preparation for 
Crossover Day. 

Our new Atlanta City Council President, Ceasar 
Mitchell, was the featured speaker.  There are 
five new council members.  Yolanda Adrian, a 

(Continued from page 1) CPA from District 8, is over the finance commit-
tee.  Howard Shook is also on that committee. 

The City is trying to improve processes and pro-
cedures, and to establish core values.  The Reed 
administration is addressing revenue, pension 
costs, and police costs.  They are looking to sell 
assets (City Hall East, the City Jail) for immedi-
ate budget needs.  Sustainability, environment, 
conservation of energy and water, and pollution 
reduction are important.  Our new mayor will be 
looking at private and public partnerships: for 
example, working with the state legislature and 
going to Washington to seek funding. 

There are transition teams and search commit-
tees taking place, as the City tries to obtain the 
best Chief of Police, Chief of Fire Department, 
and other top officials.  There is no will to raise 
taxes at this time, said Mr. Mitchell.  There is 
also reluctance to issue any more bonds, due to 
debt ratio and credit rating needs. The City is 
actively pursuing money owed to us, however.  
The need to repair potholes and similar road 
paving problems were discussed by the audi-
ence and Mr. Mitchell. 

Our District 7 Councilman Howard Shook then 
spoke.  Mayor Reed has been in North Buck-
head, and has listened a lot.  He wants no prop-
erty tax increase, wants to reopen recreation 
centers, give police raises, and look at pensions.  
He's looking into maintenance which has been 
deferred for roads, bridges, etc. 

There is now a 1¢ sales tax for schools, includ-
ing perhaps a new high school in Buckhead.  
Would it be better to have a 1¢ tax for infra-
structure instead?  We'll talk about it:  a raise in 
sales tax for the Buckhead area would be unde-
sirable.  There will be a tough budget in the fu-
ture. 

Councilman Shook was pleased with the pro-
gress of Little Nancy Creek Park — the energy, 
the enthusiasm, the volunteerism.  He and 

Councilman Howard Shook during Q&A City Council President Ceasar Mitchell 
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Pay NBCA Dues On-line 
NBCA dues may now be paid on-line.  We are 
using the popular PayPal service, which safely 
processes your credit card information.  NBCA 
never has access to your credit card information 
— all we get is a notification from PayPal that 
you have paid.   
 

To pay dues or make other donations, go to 
www.nbca.org/PayPal.  You will receive an e-
mail confirmation of your payment from NBCA.  

NBCA Board            
Andrea Bennett   andrea0599@gmail.com           404-231-4130  
Tishann Brown   Tishann.Brown@harrynorman.com  4/310-5548 
Gordon Certain     NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com     404-231-1192 
Rita Christopher    ritachristopher@bellsouth.net     404-237-5878 
Robert Cook      robert.h.cook@att.net         404-822-7978 
David Dollar       ddollar@mindspring.com       404-231-5137   
Dieter Franz       cdfranz@comcast.net         404-261-8697 
Waldtraut Lavroff  waldalavroff@comcast.net       678-686-4575 
Fe C. Nievera    fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net  404-254-2474 
Bob Young      youngebh@comcast.net        404-255-1315 
Robert Sarkissian    oversark@bellsouth.net        404-504-9444 
Neil Steakley   neilsteakley@bellsouth.net 
Bennett Wiggins  bwiggins4193@bellsouth.net 
 

 
NBCA Committees 
Nancy Jones     nancyjljones@mindspring.com     404-814-8228 
 
 
Web Sites 
NBCA       www.nbca.org 
NBCA Zoning    www.northbuckheadzoning.com 

Membership  
 Chair   Tishann Brown 
  
  

Neighborhood Markers  
 Chair    Robert Cook  
 
 

New Neighbor Greeting 
Chair     Rita Christopher 
 
   

Newsletter  
 Editor     Gordon Certain 
 Ass’t Ed.  Sue Certain 
 
  
NPU-B Representative 
       Andrea Bennett 
 
Sidewalks 
 Co-chair    Robert Cook 
 Co-chair    Bennett Wiggins 

NBCA Officers  
President  Gordon Certain 
Vice Pres.  Rita Christopher 
Secretary  Bob Young  
Treasurer  Dieter Franz  
 

Beautification  
 Chair       Rita Christopher                                                
       Kevin McCauley 
       Kim McCauley 
 
Christmas Tree Sale 
 Chair     David Dollar 
 

Greenspace & Environment 
 Chair     Nancy Jones  
 

Land Use and Zoning  
 Chair     Walda Lavroff 
 Vice Chair Andrea Bennett 

Social/Special Events 
 Chair     Rita Christopher 
 
 
Sustainability & Recycling 
  Chair   Open 
 
 
Traffic  
 Chair     Robert Sarkissian 
 
 
Volunteer Coordinator  
 Chair     Fe C. Nievera  
 
 
Web Sites   
 NBCA    Gordon Certain 
      Anne Kirsh-Stern 
 Zoning   Andrea Bennett 

Annual Meeting—continued 

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs 

NBCA President Gordon Certain were praised for 
their great contributions to green space devel-
opment in North Buckhead. 

Robert Sarkissian, NBCA Traffic Chair, talked 
about our speed sign, recently installed on 
Wieuca Road and elsewhere.  Data show that 
people really slow down when they see the sign.  
The sign also collects such data.  In a month, it 
got 1.4. million speed readings.  He feels that 
six such signs would be ideal.  Gordon Certain 
did a presentation showing how motorists slow 
down in the presence of the sign.  He also did a 
presentation on an on-line survey showing 
NBCA member’s concerns about the neighbor-
hood:  crime and traffic were top concerns. (See 
“Survey” article on Page 6.) 

Lieutenant Mark Cotter of the APD, Zone 2, also 
spoke.  The APD has issued 213 traffic citations 
since January, many on Wieuca Road.  They 
have reduced crime 18% in a year in Zone 2.  
They have used such techniques as bait cars.  
Our police go from barking dogs to drug houses 
to burglars breaking into houses.  Lt. Cotter's 
phone is 404-617-8030. 

APD’s Lt. Mark Cotter (left) and Officer M. Baker 

The big orange bin was filled to overflowing with 
boxes of macaroni, canned vegetables, tuna, 
and the like, emptied and refilled several times 
during the evening.  Our Annual Meeting’s food 
drive, the second one we have conducted, was a 
big success.  Neighbors contributed 130 pounds 
of food, diapers, toothpaste and other items 
needed by those less fortunate.  This is a big 
increase, over three times as much as last year.   

The generosity and public spirit of our North 
Buckhead neighbors are remarkable and appre-
ciated. Thanks to St. James UMC for taking our 
offerings to the Buckhead Christian Ministry, 
and to Susan Lowery for acting as liaison be-
tween St. James and the NBCA. 

Food Drive a Success 

Last but not least, we appreciate Rita Christo-
pher's work as Social Chair in catering healthful, 
fresh food for our meeting.  She does a great 
deal as Vice President of the Association, as 
New Neighbor Welcoming Chair (putting to-
gether many welcome baskets), and now Social 
Committee.  We are fortunate to have someone 
of her many talents involved in the community. 
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Blue Heron Eco-Fair 

By Tishann Brown, Membership Chair 
 

Please give a warm North Buckhead welcome to 
our newest business member who has joined 
NBCA since the last issue:  
 

♦ Décor & You, Inc., 728 Dalrymple Rd,   
Atlanta, GA 30328  
 

We thank our new business members for their 
community support and are glad to have them 
with us working to build a better neighborhood. 

New Business Members 

Threatening weather kept many away on May 1, 
2010 but the second annual Eco-Fair was an-
other success.  If you didn’t attend, here are a 
few pictures showing what you missed.  See 
www.nbca.org/BlueHeron/2010_Eco_Fair for 
more pictures. 

The AWARE tent was popular.  AWARE rescues wild 
animals.  Linda Potter is holding Popeye, the owl.  

(L-R) Missy Nichols, Nancy Jones, Jack White 
Kevin McCauley (L) explains something about the 

Community Garden (what, we are not sure). 

Atlanta Audubon volunteers.  Atlanta Audubon      
Executive Director, Catharine Kuchar (L)  

We are happy to report the election of new 
members of NBCA’s board and sad to report 
those who have recently left. 

The NBCA board is elected for staggered, two-
year terms.  Existing board members not listed 
below will stand for re-election next year. 

The following new members were added to 
NBCA’s board through the election at our Annual 
Meeting:  Neil Steakley and Bennett Wig-
gins. The election also extended the terms of 
the following existing board members: Andrea 
Bennett, Rita Christopher, David Dollar, Fe 
Neviera, and Robert Sarkissian.   

The following individuals have departed our 
board: Suzanne Loyd, who resigned to take 
care of her new baby, and long-time North 
Buckhead resident and neighborhood volunteer 
Carol Cahill, who now lives in Carmel, Califor-
nia.  We truly appreciate their contributions to 
North Buckhead.  

NBCA Board Changes  
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Area Businesses Support NBCA 

at&t - Wireless Etc                                                                         770-605-7000 
Atlanta Audubon Society   www.atlantaaudubon.org 
John R Barnes/Harry Norman           404-233-1492 
Tishann Brown - Realtor                                                       404-310-5548 
Buckhead Coalition                                               3340 Peachtree Rd#560  
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum 2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd 
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker  404-841-9000 
Caribou Coffee Roswell Road            4520 Roswell Rd  
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc.   3445 Stratford Rd #3403 
Crème de la Crème Preschool                                                      404-256-4488 
Crown & Anchor Pub                 4969 Roswell Rd 
Décor & You, Inc.           dboatright.decorandyou.com 
Distinctive Appliances                    2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd 
Ed Castro Landscape              www.edcastro.com 
Jackie Goodman, Realtor                                                               404-609-9898 
Goodyear of Buckhead                                                                3830 Roswell Rd 
Shirley Irek Piano Studio                                                               404-467-9451 
Jones & Kolb, CPAs                                                                   404-262-7920 
www.LakemooreColonyCondominiums  .com 
L i t t l e D a V i n c i S c h o o l . c o m   
LivingGreenPages.com                 404-771-5322 
Lucy's Market                                4402A Roswell Rd 

These businesses support your neighborhood association with their  
NBCA business memberships.  Please support them. 

Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.                                            404-814-1973 
John S Olczak, PC                          atlantaprobatelaw.com  
Parc at Buckhead                                               www.parcatbuckhead.com 
PC Management Co                                        3495 Piedmont Rd 
Pope & Land Enterprises                    www.popeandland.com 
Presstine Cleaners                                                                   4455 Roswell Rd 
Realtors, *The Hinsons*                                                                                                                                                     404-231-1113 
Remarkable Real Estate Services 404-233-MARC 
Scotland Wright Associates   www.scotlandwright.com 
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor        www.jennifersherrouse.com 
Laura Sobol, OTR/L                           404-798-8809 
St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org 
Suzy Smith, Realtor                                                                404-307-0347 
The Cat Doctor, Inc.                                                     4716 Roswell Rd 
The Hoots Group               www.thehootsgroup.com 
The Mann House, Assisted Living 404.250.9300  
Tuxedo Pharmacy                                                             164 W. Wieuca Rd 
Wells Fargo/mtge/Jason Hultgren       404-224-2150 
West Paces Vacuum             1264 W. Paces Fy Rd 
Sara Witt                www.saratherealtor.com 
William Word Antiques                                                  707-709 Miami Cir 

 North Buckhead Area Map 

North Buckhead and surrounding areas. 

Area businesses, please join us!  Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so 
little money?  To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $75 check along 

with the membership coupon on page 16.  Or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal.  
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  North Buckhead  
 Civic Association 
 PO Box 420391 
 Atlanta, GA 30342 

Please Deliver  
by July 29 

Are You A 
Member? 

 

Presort  
Standard 

US Postage 
PAID 

Atlanta, GA 
Permit # 2431 

 Beautification / Park 
 Christmas Tree Sale 
 Environment / Trees 
 Eyesore Resolution 
 Find/Provide Baby Sitters 
 Find Book Group 
 Find Jogging Buddies 
 Find Playgroups 
 Friend of the Park 

 Legal / Professional 
 Membership — Business 
 Membership — Condo 
 Membership — Single-family 
 Neighborhood Directory 
 New Neighbor Greeting  
 Newsletter  
 One-time, quick volunteer jobs 
 Playgrounds / Kids 

 Police / Fire / Safety 
 Sidewalks / Crosswalks 
 Social Events 
 Stuff Envelopes 
 Sustainability/Recycle 
 Traffic Committee 
 Web Site  
 Zoning / Land Use 
 Other _____________ 

 

Yes!   I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the… 

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Mail to: NBCA, P.O.  Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391 

Website — www.nbca.org    E-mail — NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com 
 

Annual membership dues — Household $35 / Non-profit $35 / Business $75 
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership) 

Please enclose your check payable to NBCA.  -or- Pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal. 
Dues/contributions to NBCA are not charitable tax-deductible contributions.  

 
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________  Date __________________ 
                    Please print carefully 
Address ______________________________________________   Year you moved to North Buckhead _____ 
 

E-mail #1 ____________________________________  E-mail #2 ______________________________________ 
                    Please print very carefully 
Phone (Home) ____________________  Phone (Work) _____________________  Cell _____________________ 

 

  We (I)  are     are not    interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.   
Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories: 

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services: 
_____________________________________        

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In addition to my $35/75 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $___ Legal $___ and Greenspace Fund $___  

 

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation.  Payments are not tax-deductible charitable contributions. 

Pl
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