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Tree Sale Dec. 4 & 5
North Buckhead Civic Association’s annual
Christmas Tree Sale will be held Saturday and
Sunday, December 4 and 5, at Sarah Smith
School — 370 Old Ivy Road.
This is NBCA’s main fundraiser and a portion of
the proceeds will be donated to the Sarah Smith
PTA. We are offering Fraser Fir trees and
wreaths from Horney Hollow Farms, NC. Rolls of
garland (75-foot) are available again this year.
Larger size trees and wreaths as well as fraser
fir garlands are available by special order — see
last line of order form or contact David Dollar.
Those who order trees early may, if they wish,
select them prior to the public sale by coming
early on Saturday December 4, from 9:00 to
11:00 AM. The public sale will be held on Saturday and Sunday, 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
We need volunteers to help with this event.
Come have a great time, see your neighbors
and receive a $10 discount from pre-sale prices
(and the appreciation of your neighborhood) by
working two hours. Make volunteering
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arrangements with David Dollar at 404-8266203 or ddollar@me.com.
Order your tree by completing and mailing the
form below or order on-line. To get pre-sale
prices, orders must be received with
payments by Thursday, December 2.

NEW: Order & pay on-line at
www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm.

Tree Sale Early Order Discount Form

(or order/pay on-line*)

Name:___________________________ Address:_______________________________
Phone: ___________ E-mail: ______________________________________

(print carefully)

Quantity Amount

Item **

Early Order Price

_______ $______
_______ ______
_______ ______

Tree 9’ – 10’
Tree 8’ – 9’
Tree 6’ – 8’

$115
$95
$60

_______ ______
_______ ______

Large Wreath
Small Wreath

$27
$17

$22

_______ ______

Garland

$35

$45

_______ ______

NBCA Dues

Total

$______

(75-foot roll of white pine)

Regular Price
$130
$110
$70
$32

$35 (See mailing label for your exp. date)

Checks: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342

— Your check must be received by December 2, 2010
* Order/pay on-line at www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm
Pick up your tree on December 4 & 5

** Order form for larger trees/wreaths/fraser garlands is on-line at www.nbca.org/TreeSale.htm
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2nd Annual Mountain Way/Little Nancy Creek Cleanup
By Laura Riley, Mountain Way
Cleanup Volunteer Coordinator
Notice any improvements on the east end of
Mountain Way at the North Ivy intersection?
Well, that is thanks to more than 25 volunteers
of all ages who joined forces in October to clear
and clean the area.
Because of the hard work and dedication of a
grassroots volunteer group, Mountain Way is
becoming more aesthetically pleasing and safer
for walkers, cyclists and all neighbors to enjoy.
As their parents cleared brush, spread mulch,
painted bridge handrails and killed kudzu, NBCA
youngsters also pitched in by picking up litter.
Later, the youngest volunteers enjoyed a supervised wade in the creek — thus proving our efforts to keep this unoccupied natural setting
more enjoyable are worthwhile.

Weede said. Mr. Weede and his wife Tina, residents of Carmain Drive, are the co-coordinators
of the Little Nancy Creek and Mountain Way
Cleanup project.
The Weedes and other Carmain Drive neighbors
initially organized this cleanup event in response
to the attack on a female jogger in the area several years ago. "Keeping the area clean is not
only more visually appealing, but it creates safer
driving and walking conditions and serves as a
deterrent to such crime," Weede added.

The children, along with their parents and other
adults, removed several hundred pounds of illegally dumped trash and construction debris from
along the roadside and creek bed.
"We have had great support from the community the last two years and have made tremendous progress in addressing the chronic public
safety and watershed issues related to this area.
We are planning even more ambitious projects
for the future, and I hope our neighbors continue to show support for these events," Dan

Young volunteers spread mulch for new trail.
Since the construction of the GA 400 overpass
in the early 1990s, this GA DOT-owned property
has received little attention from private landholders to keep it clean and safe.
During the recent event, man-, woman- and kid
-power was combined to widen the available
roadbed by about three or four feet over a 300yard stretch, thus increasing the area for vehicles to maneuver around pedestrians and cyclists. Years of accumulated dirt, debris, overgrown limbs, small trees and roots were cut
from the edges of the road. Clearing such overgrowth also made street signs visible again and
improved the view corridor along the entire
(Continued on page 3)

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103,
Wieuca Road Baptist Church
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday of
month, Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist
Church
Traffic — Contact chair Robert Sarkissian
oversark@bellsouth.net or 404-504-9444
NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342
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Cleanup — continued
(Continued from page 2)

stretch of Mountain Way.
Other projects accomplished during the six-hour
project included preparing, priming and painting
the North Ivy bridge over Little Nancy Creek, as
well as beginning the installation of mulch paths
near the bridge and along the Mountain Way
shoulder. Almost 50 percent of the large kudzu
patch taking over an area along the creek was
killed. Volunteers plan to continue this process
once the kudzu dies back in the cold weather.
"Keeping our environment clean and safe is
something we are learning about in school," said
Alex Riley, a 5th grade student at Sarah Smith
Elementary and a Mountain Way resident. "I'm
happy to be helping." Other youngsters involved included students from Holy Innocents
Episcopal School who participated as part of
their community service requirements.
Neighbors taking leading roles in the effort include: Jane and David Moss, serving as the
bridge handrail painting co-coordinators; Steve
Inskeep, North Ivy mulch project coordinator;
Kevin McCauley and Ken Riley, captains of
the kudzu killing team; Carl Vasallo, who donated his Bobcat tractor services; and Laura
Riley, who serves as publicity and volunteer
coordinator for the event.
In addition to making the cleanup an annual
event and having smaller efforts scheduled
throughout the year, the group is currently in
the process of placing this property in the Georgia Department of Transportation Adopt-AHighway Program. Anyone interested in helping
should contact Laura Riley at 404-932-1761 or
junesgirl1965@yahoo.com.

Park Bricks and Pickets
By Lori Smith, Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park
Become a permanent part of Little Nancy Creek
Park and Playground! Fence pickets and bricks
are now available for purchase to help fund the
development of Little Nancy Creek Park and
Playground. Each brick and picket can be individually personalized with a message, family
name, or business name. In addition to becoming a permanent part of the park and playground, your family or business will receive a
membership at no charge for one year from the
time of purchase.
Take advantage of this fabulous opportunity to
support our park and playground. Visit
www.littlenancycreekpark.org to access order forms and find out more about Little Nancy
Creek Park and Playground.
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New Moms Group
The North Buckhead Moms Group is a newly
formed group of North Buckhead Moms. The
goal is to connect moms, kids, and families
through moms’ events, couples’ gatherings,
playgroups, book clubs, neighborhood support
groups, service projects and more. If you want
to be part of this organization, please e-mail
Sharon Rudy at sdrudy@bellsouth.net with
your ideas and to be invited to attend our first
event on Wednesday, December 1.

Buckhead Optimists
The Buckhead Optimists have a new home right
in the middle of our North Buckhead neighborhood — we meet at the Wings Factory in Chastain Square every Friday morning at 7:30 for
breakfast and an interesting speaker. There is
one fund raiser a year with a large portion of
the profits going to the Brookhaven Boys and
Girls Club, and other charities benefiting children of all ages. Incoming President Jim
Haverstick, a North Buckhead resident of
Wieuca Road, invites you to visit and consider
membership in our Optimists International service club. Call Jim at 404-317-8671 to make a
reservation this week!
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Garden for Hungry Has Third Successful Year
By Sue Certain
Garden for the Hungry Project Coordinator
In the frost of winter, the hope of spring, the
heat of summer, and the shortening days of autumn, the Blue Heron Nature Preserve's Community Garden provides a changing array of
vegetables for Atlanta's homeless. We have a
dedicated plot which has a sign saying, "Garden
for the Hungry", aka G4H for short. Vegetables
planted outside the big garden fence, and donations from community gardeners and friends,
make up a sizeable contribution given throughout the year.
Last winter, there was giant chard. In early
March, chard, carrots, and collards were harvested. In April, lettuce was the dominant crop.
May brought carrots, parsley, thyme and sorrel:
more radishes (thanks to Suzanne Logan) than
anything else. In early June, onions were the
most abundant crop; in late June, it was cucumbers. In early July, it was carrots, next trip cucumbers. Two trips to Crossroads in late July
brought a bumper crop of tomatoes. August
produced a mix of summer produce: tomatoes,
basil, peas, eggplants, peppers, and cucumbers.
September's bounty featured sweet potatoes,
courtesy of Kevin McCauley. Our latest trip, in
October, featured 15 pounds of squash from Pat
Stern, out of 23 pounds of produce. Our next
trip is sure to feature all kinds of greens from

fall/winter gardens. So far this year, we have
given 228 pounds of food and water to Atlanta's
homeless; 134.5 pounds of this was fresh produce. Floods and frost destroyed crops such as
lettuce and chard, and worms ate beans, or our
harvest would have been even greater. Sometimes crops are meager, say in a cold, dry winter when nothing grows. Other times are fertile,
as when armies of carrots mature to the justright stage all at once. But the G4H program
this year has featured the largest annual contribution yet, and the year is still not over.
Thanks to gardeners at the Blue Heron Community Garden who contributed to the project:
Cheryl Mowris, Suzanne Logan, Jane Ulicny, Linda Kappel, John Mehler, Ed Siller
and Ines Hoster, Reggie and Natalie Colbert, Pat Stern, Kim and Kevin McCauley,
Jill Mahaffey and especially Peter and Terry
McCauley for trips to Crossroads, all the plants
(Continued on page 5)

One end of the Garden for the Hungry plot, with
lettuce and pak choi growing on the right and
snow peas climbing the trellises in the center.
Spinach is sprouting in the lower right. So far
in 2010, G4H contributions have included 134.5
pounds of fresh, organic produce, much of it
from this small, densely planted plot.
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Garden—continued
(Continued from page 4)

and seeds that they've donated and planted, as
well as produce from their own gardens. Next
year, let's have 100% participation!
Thanks also to friends of the G4H Project for
their significant contributions: Jo Lynn Mariolis, Paula Yeatman, and Walda Lavroff.
A special big thank you to Farmer D Organics
(www.farmerd.com) who gave us many fall
plants, plus composted soil for them. The pak

choi has already been harvested once this fall,
yet now has leaves the size of dinner plates.
Our food goes to Crossroads Community Ministries (www.crossroadsatlanta.org) soup
kitchen. We appreciate the people at Crossroads, especially Stan Dawson and Clyde
Corbin, for their warmth, kindness, and gratitude. Crossroads now has their own vegetable
garden. The Little Nancy Creek Community
Garden has also donated to Crossroads. Even
so, food needs for Atlanta's homeless are great,
and all these contributions and more are needed.

Gardeners Recognized

On community “Garden Workdays”, garden
volunteers work on common area maintenance
and making general improvements.

At the Annual Harvest
Dinner on October 23
for the Blue Heron
Community Garden
(BHCG), Bill Haynes
was recognized and
given a well-deserved
award for being the
hardest working volunteer at the Community Garden. Bill and
wife Mary are known
Bill Haynes
for the beautiful,
healthy asparagus in their BHCG plot.
BHCG leader Kevin McCauley shared that on
Garden Workdays other gardeners may or may
not come, or show up an hour or two late. Bill,
on the other hand, is, along with Kevin, the first
one there — Bill stays late, weeding, spreading
mulch, watering, and whatever else needs to be
done. He often works on the common chores of
the garden other times as well. In the photo
above, Bill is shown digging up crabgrass. Bill
was awarded a garden tool especially suited for
weeding, so he can keep up the good work.
Kevin also recognized Sue Certain and awarded
her honey from Blue Heron’s bees for her three
years of work organizing the Garden for the
Hungry project. This project started with Sue’s
searching the Internet for the closest food charity that would properly use high-quality fresh
produce, a search that lead to the relationship
with Crossroads. (See article above.) Sue also
works with other gardeners in planting and watering the G4H plot and encourages gardeners
to make contributions from their own plots.
The BHCG and its G4H program were precedent
setting in Atlanta. The Community Garden program operated by Park Pride for the city incorporates much that was first pioneered in our
community garden, including garden plots dedicated to the hungry.
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“buc”: Outings for Kids
BATMA is the non-profit organization that operates the Buc shuttle bus
system in urban Buckhead.
On special days, they use
one of their buses to take
area kids on fun outings.
Their tours resumed in July
and conclude in December.
December 2 – Santa at Phipps Plaza
Little Bucs will travel to Phipps Plaza, where
they will meet Santa, tell him all of their holiday
wishes and take a picture on Santa’s knee.
When: December 2 from 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Where: Catch the buc at the “Up Front” parking
lot at the main entrance of Lenox Square Mall.
Discounted “Up Front” parking is available for
Little Bucs participants.
Cost: The fieldtrip is $30 per Santa visit, to be
paid in advance, and all participants will receive
three 5x7 and four wallet prints. DVDs, ornaments and other photos will be available for
purchase.
Reservations: Reservations are required and
can be made by e-mailing info@batma.org.
Spots are limited, so RSVP today. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Phipps
Santa trips on the buc were still available
at press time. Hurry!

December 2010

Tip - HOA’s Health Matters
Tishann Brown, NBCA Membership Chair
When reselling, condominium homeowners need
to be aware that the health of their homeowners
association can affect their home’s value. As
new banking rules for financing become more
complicated, HOAs come under more scrutiny.
Lending institutions have an approval process
and checklist. Here are a few examples:
• HOAs need to have an adequate reserve
fund allocated as a separate line item on
their financials. It needs to be a minimum
of 10% of assessments.
• The number of delinquent units needs to be
fewer than 15% at all times. Communities
exceeding the 15% need added documentation and explanations.
If these percentages are not met, your community may be deemed ineligible for financing
transactions. Certification is critical for getting
refinancing and new loans.
If your community does not qualify, you will be
limited to cash-only purchasers, which will drive
down resale prices dramatically. Protect your
property value; ask your board or management
company if your complex is approvable and how
your financials look. I highly encourage your
HOA to consult a lender to help them get your
project approved. It will benefit each and every
homeowner in your community. Get involved in
your homeowners association today!
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Interim Bylaws Change

Help! Greenspace Survey

The NBCA Bylaws (www.nbca.org/bylaws.htm)
provide that the NBCA Board may establish interim changes to the Bylaws which will remain
in effect until the next Annual Meeting or similar
gathering. The board has approved the following new bylaws paragraph:

By Denise Starling
Executive Director, BATMA

Section 3.1.1. Emeritus Members. From time to time
the Board of Directors may at its discretion extend
membership to specific individuals who no longer reside within the physical boundaries of North Buckhead
but who have rendered extraordinary service to the
Association and whose services the Board deems to be
of unique and special value to the Association. Such
Emeritus Members shall be entitled to vote, to serve
and, as applicable, continue their service on committees
and on the Board of Directors and otherwise exercise
the full privileges and obligations of membership in the
Association. Emeritus Members will be elected by no
less than a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors. Emeritus members shall in no case exceed 1% of
the Association’s resident membership. Emeritus Members serve at the pleasure of the Board and may be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board.
The Bylaws provide that, “Should 5% or more of
the voting members of the association object to
[interim] changes via e-mail and/or via postal
mail, a special meeting of the membership, as
outlined in 12.1, must be held within 60 days of
a 5% level being achieved to reconsider and
vote on the interim changes. The duration of
interim changes must not extend beyond the
next annual meeting.”
Objections to this interim change may be sent
as set out below. Include your name and address, so your membership may be verified.
Please specify the nature of your objection.
NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com
- or NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342

In 2007, the City of Atlanta's "Project Greenspace" identified the Buckhead commercial core
district as the lowest "parked"* in the entire
City. Spearheaded by Councilman Howard
Shook, the Buckhead CID, the Buckhead Coalition, and BATMA are taking steps to change
this. In the coming year, a collaborative community-based effort will identify not only opportunities for additional parks and open space, but
also, and most importantly, the road map to get
them implemented.
Please take part in a community-wide greenspace survey, which will help ensure your needs
are heard. Please use this link to the survey:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/BKCFHVT
* Meaning not served by many public parks and
greenspaces. In fact, City Council District 7 has
the lowest acreage of public parks and greenspace in the entire city. Further, the northern
15% of the land area of the City of Atlanta has
just 1% of the city’s public playgrounds.

Jackie Goodman
JackieGoodman@remax.net
Greater Atlanta
Each office independently owned and operated

Associate Broker

Lavroff: Emeritus Member
The Board of NBCA, in accordance with the interim bylaws change discussed in the article
above, has elected Walda Lavroff as NBCA’s first
“emeritus member”. Walda has served NBCA
with distinction as chair of the NBCA Land Use
and Zoning Committee from 2002 to the present. She also served for six years as NBCA’s
representative to NPU-B. During her last four
years on NPU-B, she served as NPU-B Chair.
Walda recently moved to Canterbury Court, a
little outside North Buckhead’s boundaries. As
an emeritus member, she will be able to continue her contributions to our neighborhood.

404-609-9898 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation
• "One Resident
of Atlanta's
top Realtors,"
Magazine,
2005
of Loridans
DriveAtlanta
since 1980
.
• Resident of Loridans Drive Since 1979
• Phoenix
Atlanta
Board of
Realtorsand
WithAward,
bargain
house
prices
• Life Member, Million Dollar Club
low
interest rates, there has
•historically
RE/MAX Hall
of Fame
• Longtime
Volunteer
and time
Board Member,
never
been
a better
to buy a home!
Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta
• Past President, North
Buckhead
Call
me!Home & Garden Club
• Longtime Volunteer and past Board Member,
High Museum
of Artand Sellers since 1994 --- Representing
Buyers
• Licensed Realtor Since 1994
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Traffic: International Walk to School Day
By Robert Sarkissian
Chair, NBCA Traffic Committee
If you had your blinders on watching only the
road ahead, you would bet it was a Saturday
morning. But open your peripheral vision, and
you would quickly realize something rather
unique was happening. October 6 was International Walk to School Day, and the impact it had
on the complexion of our neighborhood was remarkable. There were empty streets but busy
sidewalks, as though a gallon of gas had gone to
$20. Some 400+ parents and children were en
route to the Sarah Smith primary campus at
dawn, with some organized walkers even carrying balloons. The traffic consisted mostly of
regular commuters who paid close attention to
their driving habits, which shows the dramatic
effect that multitudes of pedestrians have on
human behavior. Especially elementary-age
school children.
Behind the scenes, a lot of work went into pulling this off. Carolyn Parks and Tammy Mitnitsky were the volunteer coordinators for
Sarah Smith's participation in the International
Walk to School Day. They provided the
roadmap to ensure the safety of the program by
situating volunteers at locations close to each

campus. They, the Sarah Smith Wellness Committee, and others at the school recruited volunteers and organized the effort in other ways, for
an obvious departure from a normal school day
with such resounding impact. It shows how
behavior-altering a task it is to simply promote
a walk to school campaign. Yet outside Atlanta,
hundreds of community schools have no bus
service and walking to school is the default way
for their students.
A recent classroom survey conducted by Georgia Safe Routes to School (SRTS) shows the sobering statistics. Less than 6% of Sarah Smith's
population walk to school on a regular basis.
The results of a parents' parallel survey are
soon to be released.

The October 6th exercise was an extreme event.
Working with SRTS, a more realistic goal would
be 10%. The almost doubling of walkers would
be noticeable to the many who walk to school
now and crossing guards. Perhaps this is an
ideal initial goal, but estimates show that the
traffic impact becomes notable at 20%. This
would be an ambitious goal involving reorganizing the morning schedule; fixing the physical
(Continued on page 9)
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Neighborhood Planning Unit B (NPU-B)
By Andrea Bennett
NBCA Neighborhood Representative to NPU-B
Tuxedo Festival Shopping Center
At its October 5 meeting NPU-B unanimously
approved a parking plan that paves the way for
the ongoing redevelopment of the Tuxedo Festival shopping center. Located at the corner of
Old Ivy and Roswell Road, the updated Tuxedo
Festival will include a number of eateries, old
and new. Longtime favorites Marcello’s, Gallery Café and Buckhead Italian Market are
staying put. New additions include the popular
FLIP Burger boutique, Menchies Frozen Yogurt, Gigi’s Cupcakes, and Zoe’s Kitchen. A
new wine and spirits shop will occupy the Party
City space. Tuxedo Festival is also home to a
variety of other tenants, such as Regions
Bank, Animal House Pet Groomer, a dental
practice and Sauls Reweavers & Alterations.
The key to this project was the crafting of a
parking plan focused on mixed uses, which
takes into account differing peak demands at
various times of day. Of great importance is the
fact that the plan also incorporates a new traffic
signal at the Roswell/Powers Ferry intersection,
which will be coordinated with the light at the
Roswell/Piedmont/Habersham intersection. NPU
-B’s approval of the Tuxedo Festival application
incorporated the conditions agreed upon by the
developer, GDC Properties, as the result of
much hard work by the North Buckhead Civic
Association's Land Use/Zoning Committee over
the past several months. The application moved
on to the city’s Board of Zoning Adjustment and
was approved there on October 11, 2010.
Proposed Pollo Tropical Restaurant
In September NPU-B’s Zoning Committee heard
an application regarding a proposed new Pollo
Tropical restaurant which would be located on
Roswell Road where Lucy’s Market is currently
located, just south of the U-Haul/Batteries

(Continued from page 8)

deficiencies in signage, sidewalks, and markings; and adding safety appliances, etc. Some
of this is being addressed through the SRTS
program.
But for now, we could start with a monthly walk
-to-school day August — November and March
— May, because cultural shifts can take many
years to anchor in.

Plus building. Neighbors raised concerns about
sound and light associated with the restaurant
and the location of the drive-through window.
However, it was subsequently determined by
the city planning department that no special exceptions were required so the matter did not
come before the full NPU-B board.
Other Applications and Announcements
In other news NPU-B was advised by Atlanta
Fire & Rescue that new Station 11 at Atlantic
Station will come online by November. This will
improve response times to Buckhead.
Also approved were applications for the Lighting of the Great Tree at Lenox Square, and
alcohol applications for Park Bench at 34 Irby
Avenue and Encore at 2520 Piedmont Road.
As North Buckhead’s representative to NPU-B,
I’m always glad to share your concerns, so
please don’t hesitate to contact me by e-mail at
andrea0599@gmail.com or by telephone at
404-816-6500. NPU-B meets the first Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 PM, at Cathedral of
Christ The King, 2699 Peachtree Road, N. E.
(1st floor of the Hyland Center), and meetings
are open to the public.
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News from Blue Heron Nature Preserve
By Nancy Jones
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve
Blue Heron Nature Preserve has received a
grant from Nickelodeon to start an education
room in our building. This is very exciting news
for the Preserve and the community! We plan
to take an existing storage room and remodel it
with work stations, new paint, and flooring, and
outfit it with teaching supplies for students and
visitors of all ages. Local girl scout troops have
been invited to help with the design work in November and after that we hope to start construction. We are interviewing several candidates from Oglethorpe University to be education interns to help with this wonderful project.
Our hope is offer education programs for children and the public in the near future.
We currently have two Eagle Scout projects in
progress. Forrest Cobb, a senior at Westminster from Troop 197 is constructing a boardwalk
on our loop trail. Forrest's work is taking place
in our low-lying area prone to flooding. His
boardwalk will allow easy access across the interior of the Preserve. Luke Proffitt, from Troop
370 and a student at Riverwood, is extending
our footpath trail to connect with the boardwalk.
Both of these new trail additions will greatly improve our walking trail for Preserve visitors. We
had severe flooding during last year's fall rains,

and sections of our trail were washed out.
Many thanks to the scouts for completing their
projects at the Preserve and making our trail
accessible for the public.
Recently, in the AJC was a super article about
our honey bees. Right now honey bees are
sustaining huge losses in population. Scientists
are still researching the causes for the demise
in bee populations. Check out our website to
view the article at www.bhnp.org. Come to
the Preserve anytime to visit our bees in person
— they are truly special creatures!
We are continuing to show the photography
work of Joel Conison in the Blue Heron Gallery through December; please contact our
curator Diane Evans at dceart1@aol.com for
an appointment. It is well worth a visit to see
these striking studio portraits of birds. This exhibit is part of the City Wide Exhibition, Atlanta Celebrates Photography and information can be found on our website.
Many thanks to our terrific Blue Heron board,
staff and volunteers; even in this tough economy, we are surviving and growing! The two tenants in our building, Atlanta Audubon and the
Little Da Vinci International School, continue to expand their programming and grow
along with us. It is truly amazing to think that
this community is sustaining 25 acres of greenspace with a trail, pond, wetlands, creek and
meadow, plus a community garden, honey bee
hives and a 10,000 square foot building. As
you can imagine, this is often a daunting task.
I encourage you to take a serious look at our
fundraising article (next page) and give thought
to offering your support. We count on your donations of money, time and services to stay
alive. We are a community project, your input
shapes our decisions for the future...so come
join us and be a part of something great happening in our neighborhood!

New Business Members
Please give a warm North Buckhead Welcome to
our newest Business Members:
• Leslie Kelly of Lil'ol'Me Making a Big Difference, which raises funds for autism causes.
• Marie Pike is Vice President of HomeServices Lending, Georgia, an Affiliate of Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, and is excited about
serving our neighborhood.
• Nan T. Moore of Nan T. Moore Interiors
(commercial and residential interiors since
1978). Nan will help us with our newsletter.
• Elsie & Holden Thompson of Harry
Norman Realtors who live in Brookhaven.
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Help Blue Heron Achieve Key Goals
ating the beautiful green environment that we
By Anne Stern and Nancy Jones
all enjoy. That's a lot of “bang for the buck”!
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
2011 is our second annual giving campaign and
Blue Heron Nature Preserve is still making a difwe need your help. Last year, with the help of
ference where it counts — right here where you
two grants and your donations, we were able to
live! We at Blue Heron Nature Preserve are
reach our fundraising goal of $10,000. This
stewards of 25 acres of urban greenspace along
money went to our two targeted goals: to esNancy Creek.
tablish an educational room in our building and
There has been amazing growth since 2000
initiate the first project of our master plan. We
when the Preserve was founded. Our original
would like to continue to
seven acres are now joined
fund both of these worthBlue
Heron’s
2011
Goals
by a five acre community
while projects this year
•
Create
a
learning
laboratory
for
children,
garden site, eight acres of
families, students and the public to engage and your donation can
wetlands and a five acre
in educational programs inside our facilities. help. Our Nickelodeon
pond site with a 10,000
•
Complete the first restoration project of our grant will help start the
square foot building.
necessary construction
master plan: native grass planting with a
As we continue to grow,
work for our education
path.
we need to widen our cirroom and your donation
cle of support. Many families are finding that
can help buy the supplies. Also, our environwith the recent financial downturn in the economental grant has enabled us to begin a native
my, there is a need to limit spending, trim the
grass planting around our pond but we need a
family budget and maybe take a “staycation”,
path through the grasses for visitor access.
rather than the usual vacation away from
Your dollars can help make this possible.
home. What a treasure to have such a splenCan you make a donation to Blue Heron today?
did natural environment to relax in — right in
Our organization is shaped by the vision of the
your own neighborhood! 2010 is drawing to a
people who love it — help us inspire that vision
close so if you find you need a tax deduction,
now and for the future by becoming a part of
please consider giving. Your tax deductible
Blue
Heron Nature Preserve.
contributions will help to maintain land and
All donations are tax deductible. You can now
habitat for wildlife, stream restoration and wadonate using your credit card at our Secure
ter quality for Nancy Creek, re-introduction of
Payments Online site at www.bhnp.org.
native plants, educating the public and perpetu-
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Fall Fling 2010
Once again, North Buckhead residents enjoyed
glorious late October weather for NBCA’s annual
Fall Fling. We had great food from Low Country Barbecue and music provided by Buckhead’s own Scott Glazer. Thanks to the Wing
Factory for their contributions and APD officers
Paul Bryant and Dorn Lawrence for providing
security and traffic control. Thanks to the hard
work of VP Rita Christopher, Volunteer Coordinator Fe Nievera, and many other volunteers,
the event was a big success, as these pictures
attest. See our web site for more pictures:
www.nbca.org/FallFling2010.
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North Buckhead Home and Garden Club
By Gaylen Baxter, Secretary
North Buckhead Home and Garden Club
Did you know that North Buckhead has its very
own Garden Club? In fact, this group has been
meeting monthly during the school year for at
least 25 years. The purpose of the Club is to
provide opportunities for fellowship and to
educate members on topics related to homes
and gardens. Membership in the Club is open to
anyone, but we generally pull from neighbors in
the North Buckhead area. Our membership
currently consists only of women, but spouses/
partners are always invited to our holiday and
spring parties.

Inc. on November 11. Details on all of the 2010
-2011 programs are available on the NBCA web
site at www.nbca.org/garden.htm.
The Garden Club has been a supporter of the
Blue Heron Nature Preserve for many years. In
fact, the Information Board located on Rickenbacker Drive near the intersection with Rickenbacker Way was donated by the Club in memory
of Fred Branch, husband of long-time Garden
Club member Helen Branch, and active Club
and neighborhood supporter. The Club has also
supported the Little Nancy Creek Park and has
periodic fundraisers so that we can continue to
support neighborhood projects.

We usually meet at a member’s home at 7:00
PM on the second Thursday of the month from
September to April. We have special dates for
the holiday party in December and the spring
party in early May. There is time to socialize for
half an hour followed by the program and a brief
business meeting. Our first program this year
was a great presentation from Danielle Green,
Horticulture Curator at Zoo Atlanta. We are
looking forward to learning about Chinese Antiques from Peter Chen of Mandarin Antiques,

Gardening expertise is not a prerequisite to
joining the Garden Club! All you need is a
desire to get more closely connected with your
neighbors, learn a bit about gardening and
topics of interest to homeowners, and have a
great evening out once each month. Dues are a
bargain at $25 per year. For more information,
contact Cathy LaMon, President, at
404-969-1515 or clamon@bellsouth.net, and
Gaylen Baxter, Secretary, at 404-257-1832 or
gaylenbaxter@gmail.com.

Pay NBCA Dues On-line

Lost Cats and Dogs

NBCA dues may now be paid on-line. We are
using the popular PayPal service, which safely
processes your credit card information. NBCA
never has access to your credit card information
— all we get is a notification from PayPal that
you have paid.

If you lose a pet or find one, send an e-mail to
NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com. Include your
contact information and a description of the pet.
If you can include a photo, please do so.

To pay dues or make other donations, go to
www.nbca.org/PayPal. You will receive an email confirmation of your payment from NBCA.

Please do not send lost/found pet reports (or
anything else) to Gordon@nbca.org — that
e-mail account has been deactivated.

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
Tishann Brown
Gordon Certain
Rita Christopher
Robert Cook
David Dollar
Dieter Franz
Waldtraut Lavroff
Fe C. Nievera
Bob Young
Robert Sarkissian
Neil Steakley
Bennett Wiggins

andrea0599@gmail.com
404-231-4130
Tishann.Brown@harrynorman.com 4/310-5548
NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com
404-231-1192
ritachristopher@bellsouth.net
404-237-5878
robert.h.cook@att.net
404-822-7978
ddollar@mindspring.com
404-231-5137
cdfranz@comcast.net
404-261-8697
waldalavroff@comcast.net
678-686-4575
fenievera@onebuckheadloop.net 404-254-2474
youngebh@comcast.net
404-255-1315
oversark@bellsouth.net
404-504-9444
neilsteakley@bellsouth.net
bwiggins4193@bellsouth.net

NBCA Committees
Nancy Jones
nancyjljones@mindspring.com
Web Sites
NBCA
NBCA Zoning

www.nbca.org
www.northbuckheadzoning.com

NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Rita Christopher
Secretary Bob Young
Treasurer Dieter Franz
Beautification
Chair
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Chair
David Dollar

404-814-8228 Greenspace & Environment
Chair
Nancy Jones
Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett

Membership
Chair
Tishann Brown

Social/Special Events
Chair
Rita Christopher

Neighborhood Markers
Chair
Robert Cook

Sustainability & Recycling
Chair
Open

New Neighbor Greeting
Chair
Rita Christopher
Newsletter
Editor
Gordon Certain
Ass’t Ed. Sue Certain

Traffic
Chair

Robert Sarkissian

Volunteer Coordinator
Chair
Fe C. Nievera

NPU-B Representative
Andrea Bennett
Sidewalks
Co-chair Robert Cook
Co-chair Bennett Wiggins

Web Sites
NBCA
Gordon Certain
Anne Kirsh-Stern
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
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Land Use and Zoning

Blue Heron Holiday Event

By Walda Lavroff
Chair, NBCA L/Z Committee

On Wednesday December 8 from 3:30-5:00 PM,
the Preserve and Atlanta Audubon are offering a
nature experience for children and families.
This event is geared towards children ages 4-6
with younger and older siblings welcome. Each
child must be accompanied by an adult. Atlanta
Audubon will lead a guided bird walk through
the Preserve as we watch for birds and pick up
natural materials for an art project. Hot chocolate and cookies will add a festive note to our
afternoon as we listen to a story. The fee is
$5.00 per child; all monies go to help supply our
new education room. To register e-mail Nancy
Jones at nancyjljones@hotmail.com or check
our website for information, www.bhnp.org.

Since our last report in the October 2010 North
Buckhead Newsletter our committee has received very few applications. We reviewed variance applications for minor additions to existing
homes; some were required because lots and
existing houses predate current zoning codes.
In visiting such properties, our members have
been surprised to find some houses are still connected to septic tanks while the owners may be
paying sewer charges. Occasionally owners are
even unaware of their septic tank connections.
Owners of properties in older neighborhoods
may be wise to check their status.
The committee reviewed — after two deferrals
— the application for the parking space changes
requested by the owners of the Tuxedo Festival
shopping area on Roswell Road at Old Ivy Road.
There was NO participation from the surrounding neighbors. Our committee vote was sharply
divided; we recommended approval in a 5-4
vote. We have since learned that NPU-B recommended approval, and that the BZA (Board of
Zoning Adjustments with decision-making authority) approved this application. Construction
is under way at this site. Residents may be
interested in checking progress as it occurs.
We have received a few inquiries about who is
responsible for the upkeep of abandoned/
foreclosed houses and properties. We have
learned that this is the responsibility of the owners, which may be banks.

Join NBCA’s E-mail List
This newsletter is published just four times a
year, but neighborhood news happens all the
time. Solution: Join our free e-mail list. Send
your request to NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com.
You may have up to four addresses in your
household.
The subject line on our e-mails tell you what it’s
about — open only the ones that interest you.
NBCA’s current e-mail list has 1,789 e-mail
addresses, mostly from North Buckhead, but is
free to anyone who wants to join our list.

North Buckhead Area Map

If residents notice unwarranted activities in
vacant properties they should not hesitate to
call 911. APD Zone 2 Commander Robert
Browning and his officers encourage us to do so.
Our committee’s website, created and maintained by L/Z Committee Vice Chair Andrea
Bennett, is at
www.northbuckheadzoning.com.

North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
at&t - Wireless Etc
770-605-7000
Atlanta Audubon Society www.atlantaaudubon.org
Tishann Brown - Realtor
404-310-5548
3340 Peachtree Rd#560
Buckhead Coalition
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum 2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc. 3445 Stratford Rd #3403
404-256-4488
Crème de la Crème Preschool
dboatright.decorandyou.com
Décor & You, Inc.
Ed Castro Landscape
www.edcastro.com
404-609-9898
Jackie Goodman, Realtor
3830 Roswell Rd
Goodyear of Buckhead
404-237-1104
HSL-Mortgage, Marie Pike
404-467-9451
Shirley Irek Piano Studio
404-262-7920
Jones & Kolb, CPAs
Lil'ol'Me Making a Big Difference www.lilolme.com
L i t t l e D a V i n c i S c h o o l . c o m
LivingGreenPages.com
404-771-5322
4402A Roswell Rd
Lucy's Market

Nan T Moore Interiors Ntmoore1@comcast.net
Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.
404-814-1973
John S Olczak, PC
atlantaprobatelaw.com
Parc at Buckhead
www.parcatbuckhead.com
PC Management Co
3495 Piedmont Rd
Pope & Land Enterprises www.popeandland.com
Presstine Cleaners
4455 Roswell Rd
Regent Partners
www.regentpartners.com
Realtors, *The Hinsons*
404-231-1113

Scotland Wright Associates www.scotlandwright.com
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor www.jennifersherrouse.com
St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org
Suzy Smith, Realtor
404-307-0347
The Mann House, Assisted Living 404.250.9300
Elsie & Holden Thompson, HN Realtors 404-814-5421
164 W. Wieuca Rd
Tuxedo Pharmacy
Sara Witt
www.saratherealtor.com
William Word Antiques
707-709 Miami Cir

Area businesses, please join us! Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so
little money? To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $75 check along
with the membership coupon on page 16. Or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal.

North Buckhead Friends Mailbox Brigade for CHOA
By Mary Wong, North Buckhead Friends
It’s that time of year when the holidays will be
here before you know it! Let us help with some
of your decorating needs, and support a great
cause in the process. For just a $40 donation,
fresh greenery boughs and red berries along
with a beautiful, handmade red bow will decorate your mailbox.
Please complete the paper form you received in
your mailbox or e-mail Laura Denning at
LDenning@comcast.net to request a form.
Return the completed form with payment by
Wednesday, November 10. Any orders received
after November 10 must include a $10 late fee
and any orders received after November 27 will
not be completed.
Mail forms or deliver to Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta, c/o Laura Denning, 3515 Old Ivy Lane,
Atlanta, GA 30342. E-mail questions to
LDenning@comcast.net, or call 404-869-3300.
All mailboxes will be decorated by Sunday,
December 5. All proceeds benefit Children's

A Great Way to “Get Your Swag On” for the Holidays!
Decorated Mailboxes

Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA) through the North
Buckhead Friends organization. We thank you
for your support!
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Atlanta, GA 30342

Please Deliver
by Nov. 10

Are You A
Member?

Yes!

I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the…

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mail to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391
Website — www.nbca.org E-mail — NorthBuckhead@Yahoo.com

Annual membership dues — Household $35 / Non-profit $35 / Business $75
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership)
Please enclose your check payable to NBCA -or– pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal.
Dues/contributions to NBCA are not charitable tax-deductible contributions.

Please answer this question.

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ Date __________________
Please print carefully

Address ______________________________________________

Year you moved to North Buckhead _____

E-mail #1 ____________________________________ E-mail #2 ______________________________________
Please print very carefully

Phone (Home) ____________________ Phone (Work) _____________________ Cell _____________________
We (I)

are

are not

interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.

Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories:

Beautification / Park
Christmas Tree Sale
Environment / Trees
Eyesore Resolution
Find/Provide Baby Sitters
Find Book Group
Find Jogging Buddies
Find Playgroups
Friend of the Park

Legal / Professional
Membership — Business
Membership — Condo
Membership — Single-family
Neighborhood Directory
New Neighbor Greeting
Newsletter
One-time, quick volunteer jobs
Playgrounds / Kids

Police / Fire / Safety
Sidewalks / Crosswalks
Social Events
Stuff Envelopes
Sustainability/Recycle
Traffic Committee
Web Site
Zoning / Land Use
Other _____________

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services:
_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
In addition to my $35/75 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $____ Legal $____ and Greenspace Fund $____
NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation. Payments are not tax-deductible charitable contributions.

