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Annual Meeting March 29
Please join us on Thursday, March 29 for North
Buckhead Civic Association’s annual meeting.
We will have interesting speakers for our program, including Denise Starling and Erica
Danylchak.
Denise Starling, Executive Director of Livable
Buckhead, Inc. (LBI), will be our first speaker.
As reported on pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter,
Buckhead needs more parks and greenspaces.
Denise’s main mission these days is to solve
that problem with a long range plan: the Buckhead Collection, the Greenspace Action Plan for
Council District 7 in Buckhead initiated by Councilman Howard Shook in 2010. The ambitious
greenspace plan aims to add 106 acres of parks,
could cost $175 million, and would take years to
finish. Of particular interest to our residents will
be the discussion of the GA 400 Trail — see map
on page 2).
Erica Danylchak, Executive Director of the
Buckhead Heritage Society, will present a brief
history of the North Buckhead neighborhood.
She will tell of the days when farmers rode
horses from miles around to attend Sardis
Church, up to the time when wealthy Atlantans
built country estates and hunting lodges in this
once sparsely populated area. Buckhead Heritage has been working with the North Buckhead
Civic Association and the Blue Heron Nature Preserve to unearth more about the area’s rich history for use in future educational programs.
Buckhead Heritage’s presentation will include
information shared with the organization by
North Buckhead residents over the last several
months. Buckhead Heritage will also ask those
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NBCA’s 40th Annual Meeting

March 29, 2011- Social 6 PM, Program 7-9 PM
St. James United Methodist Church
4400 Peachtree Dunwoody Road (at Loridans)
who attend to share information and stories
about historic sites and buildings important to
them.
Once again, we are having a food drive for families and individuals who are homeless — see the
article on page 5. Please bring what you can.
Elections will be held for NBCA board candidates
— see bios on page 10.
Join us! St. James United Methodist is at the
intersection of Peachtree Dunwoody Road and
Loridans Drive. We will meet in Fellowship Hall
(the room where precinct 07B voting is usually
held). Additional information about the meeting
(Continued on page 3)

GA 400 Trail Public Engagement Begins
By Denise Starling
Executive Director, Livable Buckhead, Inc.
In early January, our GA 400 design team met
with GDOT (Georgia Department of Transportation), MARTA, City of Atlanta and Norfolk Southern railroad officials to present the initial concept and general alignment for the trail. With
concept approval imminent, the team will begin

meeting with individual property owners and
trail neighbors to discuss their concerns and desires for the trail design.
Over the next few months, through numerous
one on one and smaller group meetings with
impacted property owners, concerns will be
(Continued on page 3)
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GA 400 Trail Overview

GA 400 Trail Route Map
This LBI map of the proposed GA 400 Trail system was adapted by NBCA for this newsletter.
See related articles on pages 1 through 4.
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By Gordon Certain, NBCA President
What is the “GA 400 Trail”, featured so prominently in this newsletter? It is a proposal to utilize portions of the right-of-way along GA 400
for pedestrians and bicycle users. Livable Buckhead, Inc.’s (LBI) Fact Sheet states:
"The GA 400 Trail is the backbone of the Buckhead Collection, the Greenspace Action Plan for
Council District 7 in Buckhead initiated by Councilman Howard Shook in 2010. Envisioned as a
paved, 8' - 14' wide multi-use path for bicyclists, skaters, walkers and runners, it will be
the primary spine of the Buckhead Collection's
Trails and Greenways System connecting Buckhead neighborhoods to parks, trails, schools, the
Buckhead Business District, and ultimately to
the Atlanta Beltline. The Trail is approximately
5 miles long - extending from the historic cemetery site and proposed trailhead off Loridans
Drive NE south to the Atlanta Beltline's
Peachtree Creek spur trail - and passes through
North Buckhead and Peachtree Park Neighborhoods, as well as Tower Place and the Lindbergh/Sidney Marcus commercial area."
In its February board meeting the NBCA Board
had a sometimes lively hour and a half discussion with Denise Starling, Executive Director of
LBI, and Carlos Perez, a consultant working for
AECOM. Most of the discussion involved the GA
400 Trail. (See a map of the overall GA 400
Trail at left.)
LBI was recently organized to help implement
greenspace and parks improvements in an area
including North Buckhead and extending as far
south as Pine Hills and Peachtree Hills (in other
words, the area represented by NPU-B).
Our need for parks/greenspace improvements is
clear — Atlanta has a very low national ranking
in the park land area provided per thousand citizens. Worse, City Council District 7, represented by Howard Shook, has the lowest park acreage of any of Atlanta's 12 districts. NPU-B
makes up most of CD 7 and includes many highdensity mixed use areas which are sorely underserved by public parks and greenspace, so
Shook and the Buckhead Community Improvement District helped set up LBI. LBI is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit. It can receive tax deductible
charitable donations, which will be important
because private donations will be vital to improving our parks situation.
Erecting a multi-use trail along the GA 400 right
-of-way in residential North Buckhead brings up
issues that are not encountered in many other
trail planning situations. A key difference is that
(Continued on page 3)
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GA 400 Trail Survey
First, read our extensive coverage of the GA
400 Trail on pages 1 through 4. Then

Tell us what you think.
NBCA has an on-line survey for you to fill out.
Please use it to tell us what you think. Go to
www.nbca.org/400Survey.htm.
If you don’t have a computer, we will mail you a
survey — send your name and address to
NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta GA 30342.
We will publish the results on our web site by
March 29 and will provide highlights as part of
our Annual Meeting program.

(Continued from page 2)

the GA 400 right-of-way often backs right up to
the backyards of single-family homes. Depending on how it is implemented, the privacy of residents may be affected and concerns (including
but not limited to crime, public safety and noise)
need to be explored and solutions found as warranted. In some cases, the planned routing of
the GA 400 Trail is already on the traffic side of
the sound walls, thus avoiding many of these
issues.
In addition to the paved trail itself, "trailheads"
are planned. These are entrances/exits to the
trail. The trailheads range from minor facilities
(bike parking, etc.) to major ones (perhaps including concession buildings, vending machines,
kiosks, restrooms, etc.). Details are not set for
any particular site but early plans indicated
"major trailheads" on Loridans, Wieuca, and
near the MARTA station and “minor trailheads”
on Statewood, Ivy, and Old Ivy Roads.
Please read documents in “GA 400 Trail Documents” article to understand LBI plans well.
NBCA wants to be fully involved in the GA 400
Trail planning process. We have prepared an on
-line survey to find out what our residents feel
about the overall GA 400 Trail concept. The
survey will also ask how residents think it
should or should not be implemented, what features it should have/not have, and what concerns you have and how those concerns might
be mitigated. The survey will be kicked off in
our March printed newsletter and by email.
We will also help set up meetings between
groups of North Buckhead neighbors and LBI so
all involved will understand the plans and can
identify areas of concern and possible ways to
eliminate or mitigate those concerns. If you
would like a briefing, please send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
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GA 400 Trail Documents
LBI has published several documents about
plans for the GA400 Trail and greenspace.
GA 400 Fact Sheet
livablebuckhead.com/wp-content/uploads/
2012/03/400-Trail_FAQ_February.pdf.

A must-read document.

GA 400 Trail Feasibility Study
www.nbca.org/MWP/Buckhead_Trails_Overview-2.pdf.

(See Study pages 7 through 10 for specific information on North Buckhead and Study page 6
for information about trailheads.)
Buckhead Collection Vision
livablebuckhead.com/wp-content/uploads/
2010/12/Buckhead_Collection_Overview.pdf.

“The Buckhead Collection is an interconnected
network of parks, trails and green spaces serving the social, economic, mobility and environmental needs of Buckhead residents, workers
and visitors.”

Trail Engagement—cont
(Continued from page 1)

gathered and used to inform the actual trail design that is scheduled to be completed in early
2013. We have already heard there are questions about trees, habitat, water, safety and
noise and will be addressing each of these issues directly.
In the meantime, designers are mapping existing topography to create the base maps necessary to design the trail. The maze of flags and
markings are control points for the design work
— they do not show trees to be removed or the
actual alignment of the trail…we don’t know any
of that yet.
Are you an impacted neighbor? Do you have
questions or concerns? We want to hear from
you and talk to you directly. Please contact us
at GA400@livablebuckhead.org.

Annual Meeting—cont
(Continued from page 1)

may be distributed to our email list and posted
at www.nbca.org. Our program starts at 7 PM
and will end about 9 PM. We have a social from
6 PM until 7 PM and will provide food so you
won’t need to eat dinner before you come.
There is no charge for member households.
Non-members have the choice of paying $5
each or joining the association ($35 per household per year).
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GA 400 Trail—My Thoughts
By Gordon Certain, NBCA President
Having lived here in North Buckhead for 37
years, the last 12 as president of NBCA, I have
learned a lot about the neighborhood and have
seen a lot of change. Always interested in understanding land use, after GA 400 was built I
figured out that at least 7% of the land area of
North Buckhead was owned by the Georgia Department of Transportation. That included miles
of pavement and acres of wooded land along GA
400. That land with all those trees acts as a
sound barrier, so it has a definite purpose. But
it wasn't much of a leap to wonder, with so
much land and so few neighborhood parks, if
some part of that wooded land might be used by
the neighborhood for something more.
So back in 2007, long before LBI came on the
scene, several of us hiked the GA 400 right-ofway to see if it could be used as a trail or a linear park. We saw extended areas that were
plausible locations for a hiking path. These
plausible areas were sometimes joined by narrow bottlenecks where the presence of hikers
might be very unsettling to homeowners whose
lawns reach almost to the highway's sound
wall. We left thinking that this right-of-way represented a big recreation opportunity tightly
coupled to a likelihood of making some neighbors pretty upset. The devil is always in the details. In the years since then the possibility of a
linear park (multi-use path for bicyclists, skaters, walkers and runners) has come closer to a
reality. Whether the devil is still in the details
remains to be seen as planning progresses.
Certainly not everybody will agree on the GA
400 Trail. We as humans almost never agree on
any thing, concept, or project. If we always
agreed, we would only have one political party,
one religion and one brand of car. But that is
not the way we are. So, the GA 400 Trail is
sure to have its proponents and opponents. Our
task as a community is to figure out if it is sufficiently good that it should be celebrated or sufficiently bad for the neighborhood (or for particular homeowners) that we should try to keep it
out of our neighborhood. More likely opinion
will be in between, and we will have to work out
if it can be changed enough to be tolerated.
I talked with one of our board members who
has visited a number of other Atlanta area
neighborhoods with multi-use paths. She had
spoken to dozens of people using these trails.
Noting that hers was not a scientific poll, she

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 7:00 PM, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov, and Dec., Room S-103,
Wieuca Road Baptist Church.
Land Use/Zoning — 7:00 PM, 3rd Monday,
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church

said: "Not one single person expressed negative
views. The vast majority were enthusiastic supporters, including some who said they'd originally been skeptical. I often heard comments like,
'Best thing that ever happened around here,'
'We're out here every day,' and 'I love it!'"
So, assuming it is well designed and well built,
the GA 400 Trail could be transformative to the
neighborhood, at least for those who like to
walk, jog or bike, offering new and safe ways to
get around the neighborhood. For those who
don't, maybe it will make the neighborhood
more attractive to buyers and home values will
increase. Maybe not.
OK. Where do we stand?
 Is it a "done deal" or is it a project in
the earliest planning stages? The GA
400 Trail is intended to be a major project. The cost of current planning efforts is
approaching one million dollars and the projected total cost is around ten million. An
appreciable amount of time and money has
been spent planning it so it has momentum
and backing.
 Are the plans for the Trail detailed and
firm? We have been told about 5% of the
detailed planning has been completed.
What do we do next? We need to pay attention, learn as much as we can, and share our
opinions.
Please participate in our on-line survey and join
us at our annual meeting for a survey report.

Jackie Goodman
HelloJackie@mindspring.com

Associate Broker

404-844-4977 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
Native Atlantan, 4th Generation
Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980
Office address: 1801 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta 30309

This is one of the best times EVER to
buy a house. GREAT DEALS ABOUND.
Call me!
-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --
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Simpler Traffic Calming?

Annual Food Drive

By Robert Sarkissian
Traffic Committee Chair
NBCA bought two portable traffic speed radar
units several years ago. Our units have a recording feature which permits us to capture detailed traffic statistics 24x7 for several weeks
documenting where unsafe behavior is most
common. The statistics collected by these units
have provided insight into their impact on
speeding — their speed display signs show drivers their speed which generally results in reduced speed. The city has installed two unmovable radar signs on Wieuca. Like ours, their
signs also reduce speeding but cost less since
they do not record any data. But even their
signs are expensive, so what are the alternatives? Could adding more plain old-fashioned
passive speed limit signs be a solution?

By Sue Certain

According to a study funded by the National
Committee on Uniform Traffic Control, speed
sign spacing should reflect the inherent “norm”.
In other words, speed signs on an open twolane rural road with a speed limit of 65 can be
spaced a mile apart because most motorists will
not feel comfortable traveling greater than 65
on a non-divided highway. However, if the natural speed of motorists on a 25 MPH road is 35
MPH (say in the case of Old Ivy Road), then the
spacing needs to be much more frequent.
Since I travel frequently, I ask police in other
areas what they think about speed sign spacing
on speeding-prone streets. A police department
in New Jersey provided some insights. They
have a four-lane boulevard with a 25 MPH limit
that many drivers considered too slow. Their
solution was to post speed limit signs every 500
-750 feet on both sides of the street. That
placement of signs created far more awareness
of the limit. I believe their approach may offer
a low-cost way to impact speeding on neighborhood streets.
A low-cost experiment on sections of Wieuca or
Old Ivy could show the overall effectiveness of
this strategy. Standard-size reflective speed
signs could be temporarily or periodically
mounted on utility poles and still conform to
height requirements. The results of this study
could help optimize the type and placement of
signs to contribute to a low-cost approach to
traffic calming.

The NBCA had our first food drive four years ago
as the recession started. Many people still remain in need. So this year we’ll have our
fourth food drive at the NBCA Annual Meeting. Our recipient is Crossroads Community
Ministries, an interdenominational non-profit
which serves homeless persons in midtown Atlanta (www.crossroadsatlanta.org). Each
year the Crossroads Kitchen serves over 74,000
meals: they need a lot of food, as well as other
things, to help these individuals.
Staple foods are needed, especially the large
sizes found at Sam’s Club, Costco, Kroger, etc.
These are:









#10 cans of vegetables and fruits
Ground coffee (no beans and 5-10 lbs)
Long-grain rice (25 lb bags)
Pasta, macaroni, etc. (5-10 lb bags)
Dry pinto beans (5-10 lb bags)
Vegetable oil
Large cans of tuna and chicken
Fresh onions, carrots, potatoes, greens

Staple supplies needed are:
 Styrofoam plates (6 and 8-inch)
 Styrofoam cups (8-ounce)
 Napkins, plastic spoons
 Aluminum foil rolls and sheets
 Latex-free gloves (large and medium)
 Dawn dish soap, pine oil
 Toiletries
Gift cards from Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart, Kroger,
or Costco which Crossroads can use to purchase
fresh meat and other staple items are a huge
help. If you think you might have something
else that would be useful, please let me know at
sccertain@comcast.net and I’ll check and see
if Crossroads can use it. Last year, our drive
collected more than 300 pounds of food and
supplies.
If you forget to bring something from home or it
is more convenient, we will have a fishbowl for
cash contributions. Funding to Crossroads from
various sources has been cut while the needs of
the homeless have increased. While we think of
our own community and what we can do to
make it better, let’s not forget those less fortunate. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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Land Use and Zoning
By Walda Lavroff
Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee
It had been a long time since we had to round
up additional chairs for attendees of our monthly Committee meetings. But it was standing
room only at our February meeting.
The reason for that were two applications on our
agenda for review. With application Z-11-032, a
developer seeks to rezone the corner lot at the
intersection of Longleaf and Phipps Boulevard from R-3 (single-family residential) to category MR-4B (higher-density residential). The
applicant proposes to fit 13 attached townhomes
onto this 0.86 acre lot.
While all attendees considered an arrangement
of townhouses appropriate for this location, adjacent property owners had serious concerns
about plans to overcrowd this parcel at a high
traffic intersection. Re-zoning to MR-4B would
allow this density.
Even after two deferrals requested by the applicant at our November and December meetings,
none of our committee members were willing to
make a motion without conditions of removing a
proposed curb cut on Phipps Boulevard. Even
with that condition, the motion to recommend
approval failed.
The other application of interest was SD-12001, 585 Mountain Way. The owner seeks to

divide subject property into two R-3 lots. On
subdivision applications, neighborhoods are
asked to make comments rather than vote approval/disapproval. Our comments were:
 differences were seen in dimensions of the
site between surveys and tax records;
 the width of “Tract 1” was not shown at the
required 50’ set-back on the site plan;
 there are problems with topography for the
location of intended buildings;
 the 75’ stream buffer for a small creek on the
southeast boundary of this site was not
shown;
 frequent flooding of this area is well known to
local residents, hence run-off water from proposed building sites is of great concern to adjacent property owners.
The applicant’s legal representative took note of
these points and said that he would ask the
City’s Planning Department and Department of
Watershed to review the situation. We mentioned that any required changes should be reflected on the site plan.
For our March meeting we have received an application for rezoning property 3820 Ivy Road
from R-3 to PD-H. Our committee is glad to see
building activity pick up again; however, our
readers will probably agree that we do not want
to see any additional failing projects within
North Buckhead.
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2012 EcoCollection Event (Buckhead Recycling 3/24)
Buckhead’s Eco Collection, on March 24th, gives
area residents and businesses the opportunity
to easily and safely dispose of all the items
they’ve wanted to get rid of, but aren’t safe for
regular trash pick-up.
Buckhead’s Eco Collection is presented for a second year by Atlanta City Council Representatives Howard Shook and Yolanda Adrean. It’s
organized by Livable Buckhead and Live Thrive,
through the generous support of the Rotary Club
of Buckhead. The Eco Collection will have experts available to properly dispose of or recycle
items such as old electronics, household chemicals, unused paint, expired over-the-counter
and prescription medicine, batteries, fluorescent
light bulbs and important documents that need
to be shredded.
“Everyone has items around the house they’d
like to get rid of but know they shouldn’t throw
in the trash, like an old computer or that extra
gallon of paint in your garage,” said Denise
Starling, Executive Director of Livable Buckhead.
“This is a great opportunity to dispose of those
items in a way that is safe for our health and
the environment.”
The drop-off location at 515 Garson Drive will be
open to Buckhead-area businesses and residents on Saturday, March 24th. Paint, household chemicals and medication disposal will only
be available to residents. Experts will be on site

to help unload and properly distribute items.
Organizers are suggesting a $20 donation for
each vehicle that participates to help with the
cost of disposal and recycling.
To participate, residents must pre-register
by visiting www.livablebuckhead.org after
March 1. Availability is limited and will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. Businesses do not have to register, but must present proof of location at the site. Eligible ZIP
codes for both residents and businesses include:
30305, 30309, 30318, 30319, 30324, 30326,
30327, 30342.
Paint collected by Atlanta Paint Disposal will be
remixed and distributed to the Buckhead Community Improvement District to help with graffiti
removal projects. Electronics recycling will be
done by Recycletronics, and benefits the Tommy
Nobis Center. That Center enables individuals
with all types of disabilities to enter or return to
employment and to enjoy productive and independent lifestyles, while contributing to the
greater business community.
Additional vendors providing disposal services
for Buckhead’s Eco Collection include Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Iron Mountain,
and RockTenn.
Visit www.livablebuckhead.org for more information, including a full list of items eligible for
disposal.
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New Class Offerings at Blue Heron
by Nancy Jones
Executive Director, Blue Heron Nature Preserve
In September of 2011 we opened our new education room called "The Burrow" with a whole
array of wonderful classes for adults and children. Thank you for supporting our fall programming and we hope to see you at the Preserve for one of these fantastic spring or summer classes.
Beginning Birding for Kids with Atlanta
Audubon's Nikki Belmonte Saturday, March
10, 9:30-11:30am. Fees: $20 for BH and AAS
members, $25 for nonmembers. Ages:5-8.
Feathery Friends Early Childhood Classes
Instructor: Nikki Belmonte, AAS Education Coordinator Tuesdays, March 27, April 24, May 22,
10-11am. Fees: $10 BH and AAS members, $12
for non-members.
Also offered this spring:
 Art in Nature for children, 8 weeks starts
March 7, 3-4 PM Age 3-6.
 Photoshop Elements, Saturday, April 14th
and/or Saturday, June 16th 9:30-12:30 PM
Teenagers and Adults.
 Storylines: Narrative Writing, Saturdays,
March 10, 17, 24, and 31, 2-4 PM, Teenagers and Adults.






Avian Architecture, Saturday, March 24,
10-11:30 AM, Age 6-12.
Introduction to Wild Mushrooming, Saturday, April 21, 10 AM-noon. Adults.
Planting in Color, Saturday, April 28th,
10AM -12 PM, Adults.
Creative Card Making for Mother's Day,
Thursday May 10, 3:30-5 PM Ages 7-10.

Professional Development for Educators
 Journaling through Collage: a Visual
Language March 17th from 9-noon, $100
for members, $125 for non members. 3
hours of staff development training
 Learning About Birds Educator Training
April 28th, 9:30-11:30 AM, Fees: $45 for
members, $55 for non members. 2 hours of
staff development training.
Pre-register with your check and registration
form available online or at the BHNP/AAS office.
Information may change and Blue Heron reserves the right to cancel a class due to low enrollment. Please mail your registration form and
check to: Blue Heron Nature Preserve, 4055 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30342. Detailed
information about our classes and teachers can
be found on our website at www.bhnp.org.
Call the office for information at 404-345-1008.
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Little Nancy Creek Park – The Playground Is Here!
Yes, you read that correctly — the playground at
Little Nancy Creek Park is finally here! A big
thanks to the community, both corporations and
individuals, who have contributed as well as to
the City Parks Department and Park Pride who
have been invaluable partners. We also must
call out our own Gordon Anderson who has
spent countless volunteer hours to oversee the
playground build and make this vision a reality.
Thank you to all for showing what it truly means
to come together as a community.
For anyone who hasn’t been following the daily
progress in the park, we now have an 8,000
square foot, community-designed, “state of the
art” playground for the children in our neighborhood to enjoy. We are still in the process of putting on the finishing touches and conducting
some final safety inspections, but we expect to
have our grand opening late this month or early
April — so stay tuned!
We are getting ready to reforest the area
around the playground by planting 60 trees including a variety of oaks, river birch, dogwoods,
forest pansy redbuds and service berries to enhance the natural beauty of our park.
While we’d like to focus purely on what a wonderful development this is, we also want to address the safety concerns many of you have
raised regarding access to the park and parking.
We are in the midst of discussing these concerns with the City which is responsible for
funding safety improvements related to accessing the park from Peachtree Dunwoody. Particularly given the speed of traffic, we realize adequate safety measures are a priority and have
asked the City to move as quickly as possible.
With regard to parking and accessibility of the
playground once inside the park, the community
must provide the needed funds to enhance this.
Particularly, we are in the midst of trying to
raise money to improve driveway access to the

N. Buckhead Moms Group
The North Buckhead Moms Club was organized
to network area moms and families. Moms with
children of all ages are invited to attend.
We need coordinators for the following areas:
 events and meetings,
 weekday playdates,
 weekend playdates and family gatherings,
 correspondence,
 hospitality,
 community services,
 as well as many other ways to be involved.
If you have an interest , please contact Sharon
Rudy at sdrudy@bellsouth.net.

parking lot as well as landscaping around the
playground so that children can run freely without fear of poison ivy or other plant-related
hazards. Any donations related to these items
would be sincerely appreciated. You can donate
online at www.littlenancycreekpark.org or
use the contact information there to reach us in
person. We believe the opportunity to help build
a park that will last for generations is a truly
unique way to give.
With the playground close to completion, we are
also starting to think about how we can enjoy
Atlanta’s beautiful spring weather in the park.
We are already planning a number of fun events
so please be on the lookout for emails and announcements on future happenings in the park.
In particular, judging from the smiles last year,
you won’t want to miss our annual Easter Egg
Hunt! Again, please reach out to us if you’d like
to donate or get involved. We look forward to
seeing you in the park this spring!
How to reach us — In addition to our web site
www.littlenancycreekpark.org, we can be
found on Facebook and Twitter. We welcome
you to “like” us on Facebook as well as to follow
our tweets on “@LNCPFriends.” We really appreciate your support in helping us get the word
out about all of the great things happening in
this park.
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NBCA Board Candidate Bios
The following are declared candidates for the Board of
the North Buckhead Civic Association to serve a two
year term. Candidates must be NBCA members and
must reside within North Buckhead’s boundaries.
In voting for NBCA’s board, each North Buckhead
member household/business gets one vote. Multiple
votes are permitted, so if two votes are tallied for a
member, each will be 1/2 vote. Each candidate may
receive a yes or no vote from each membership.
Can’t attend the Annual Meeting?

V O T E O N—L I N E
www.nbca.org/2012Vote.htm
Andrea Bennett (Incumbent)
Andrea grew up in Atlanta and has lived in North
Buckhead for the last 24 years. She attended
the University of Georgia and is an attorney in
private practice. Andrea was president of the
Majestic Acres Civic Association and has worked
with many community organizations over the
years, including Cub Scouts, the YMCA and the
Buckhead West Village Association. Her children
live in Poncey-Highland and Decatur, and Andrea lives in a home she extensively renovated
on Old Ivy Road. She is a strong advocate for
livable, walkable communities and for sensitive,
neighborhood-oriented planning. Andrea joined
NBCA's Land Use/Zoning Committee in 2004
and presently serves as North Buckhead's representative to NPU-B.
Michelle Carver
Michelle wouldn’t live anywhere but beautiful

TUXEDO
PHARMACY
& GIFTS
Family Owned & Operated Since 1952


Flu and Shingles Vaccines



Open 7 Days a Week



Delivery Service



Most Insurance Plans Accepted

404-255-3022b
164 W. Wieuca Roadb

Atlanta in the great state of Georgia. She lives
on Beverly Lane with her husband Brad Carver
and her son Bradley Carver.
She has a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and
English from Georgia State University, and a
Master’s degree in Information Design and
Communication from Southern Polytechnic State
University. She worked in Marketing Communications until 2011 when her son was born.
Fighting for a stronger community of interest in
order to benefit North Buckhead, she rallied her
Buckhead friends and neighbors, testified at
public hearings, and met with elected officials
on the bipartisan committee. These successful
efforts resulted in North Buckhead being included in State Senate District 6 with Sandy
Springs, Smyrna, and Vinings.
Rita Christopher (Incumbent)
Rita has lived on Loridan Circle with her husband Jerry since 1991. A native of Charlotte,
North Carolina, she graduated from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro with a
Bachelor's degree in Nursing. She is currently
employed by Georgia Reproductive Specialists
as an in-vitro fertilization nurse and previously
worked at Reproductive Biology Associates for
twenty-two years. Before relocating to Atlanta
in 1988, she was an oncology research nurse at
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New
York City.
Rita chairs the Beautification Committee, which
maintains our beautiful park at Phipps Boulevard and Wieuca Road. She also chairs the New
Neighbor Committee which provides greeting
packages for new residents. Rita is a member
of the Blue Heron Nature Preserve Board.
David Dollar, CPA (Incumbent)
David is a twenty-year resident of North Buckhead and a native of the Atlanta area. He lives
on Glengary Drive with his wife Dari, their
daughters, Sydney and Danielle, and their son,
Jackson. David is a CPA and Financial Planner,
with his own firm, ITP Financial Solutions. He is
a graduate of Auburn University, where he
earned a degree in Economics.
David has served on the NBCA board for the
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

past 12 years and served as vice president for
five years. Prior to that, he was on the NBCA
zoning committee for several years. David's efforts as a board member have centered on the
annual Christmas Tree Sale, our chief fundraiser, which he has headed up for the past thirteen
years. David's wife Dari is a former NBCA board
member and treasurer.
In addition to serving on the NBCA Board, David
is on the board of the Sutton Middle School PTA
where he serves as Co-Treasurer. He is a member of the Georgia Society of CPA's, American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and a
member of Peachtree Presbyterian Church.
Robert Sarkissian (Incumbent)
Robert has lived in North Buckhead for fourteen
years, after relocating from Northern California. A native of New Jersey, he and his wife Erica, who grew up in the small southwest Georgia
town of Sylvester, reside on Old Ivy Road with
their daughter, Annabelle. Robert is a partner
with a consulting organization that specializes in
model based systems engineering to help companies optimize designs and processes through
advanced simulation techniques. He holds a
degree in Physics from Florida Tech. Erica has
worked at Delta Air Lines for the last 22 years
and is General Manager for In-flight Training
Operations.
Robert has served as chair of the NBCA Traffic
Committee for the last ten years. He actively
participates in initiatives intended to make our
neighborhoods pedestrian and traffic friendly. In
the span of his professional career, he helped
pioneer the use of advanced statistical simulation methods to model and predict traffic behavior 20 years ago for the state of California. He
is an advocate for measures that influence and
enforce adherence to reasonable speed limits in
and around our neighborhood streets. Prior to
arriving in Atlanta, Robert was vice president of
the Antigua Homeowners Association in Foster
City, California for ten years.
Bennett Wiggins (Incumbent)
Bennett has lived in the neighborhood for 28
years. Bennett is from LA (Lower Alabama). He
is a graduate of Auburn University with a Bachelor of Architecture degree. Bennett is married
to Teresa Wright. Teresa is a third generation
Atlantan. They have been married 38 years and
have one daughter. Bennett is a Senior Associate with Heery International. He is an architect
and construction program manager. Bennett is
a member of Central Presbyterian Church. He
has served on the NBCA Board for the last two
years, and is Chairperson of the Pedestrian
Committee. Bennett is passionate, sometimes
ridiculously so, about North Buckhead being a
pedestrian-oriented community. You may see
him riding his electric scooter around the neighborhood as he commutes to and from the MARTA stations and shops at nearby businesses.
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Redistricting, Part 4
By Sue Certain
This is an update on state and national redistricting in the state of Georgia. The U.S. Justice
Department has signed off on the maps as to
state and national redistricting in our state. It
appears that no significant Democratic challenge
will take place. Therefore, when we vote on July 31, 2012, we’ll vote as the maps have been
drawn. This means that we’ll be in the State
House district now represented by Ed Lindsay,
and the State Senate district now represented
by Doug Stoner. Some in North Buckhead will
vote in U.S. Congressional District 5 now represented by John Lewis; most will be in District 11
now represented by Phil Gingrey. To find out
which district is yours, go to www.nbca.org/
newsletters.htm and check out the October
2011 newsletter which features a North Buckhead map showing U.S. Congressional districts.
The election on July 31 is a primary contest,
which means that you can request either a
Democratic, Republican ballot, or a non-partisan
ballot. In subsequent primaries, you can select
whatever party you wish (but you can’t switch
parties for a primary runoff).
You must be registered to vote by July 2 to
vote in the July 31 election. Another very
important issue being voted on July 31 is the
one cent sales tax for transportation in the Metro Atlanta area.
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Heron Trailhead Redesign

NBCA 2011 Financials

Blue Heron Nature Preserve received donations
from Scapes Landscaping, the Atlanta Woman's
Club and Buckhead Rotary to redesign our main
trail head in our parking lot. Scapes donated a
beautiful plan and a day of labor to remove buried construction debris, move the dirt to reconfigure the trail and construct tree save fencing
to protect our trees. This work was underwritten
financially by Scapes and the Atlanta Woman's
Club. Buckhead Rotary joined this team with a
substantial monetary donation through Livable
Buckhead and has volunteered for two work
days to help implement the new design. Our
trail head is much improved esthetically and is
more user-friendly for our visitors.

By Dieter Franz, NBCA Treasurer
NBCA ran a slight surplus this year, our first
surplus since 2006. Through careful ordering
and negotiation of better supplier terms, the
Christmas Tree sale yielded sound net revenues
on reduced sales. Increased membership revenue and reduced committee expenses account
for most of the turnaround from last year.

NBCA Financial Report
Calendar Year 2011
Rounded to nearest $ Amount

Beginning Cash
Ending Cash
Net Change

$18,975
$21,087
$2,112
Expenses Revenues

Net

Christmas Tree Sale $6,704
Park Maintenance
$3,228
Legal
$6
Insurance
$2,387
Membership
$3,740
Newsletter
$16,847
Greenspace
$210
Social
$4,820
Donations
$981
Other
$0
Committee Exp.
$2,729

$10,156
$3,452
$800 ($2,428)
$700
$694
$0 ($2,387)
$24,600 $20,860
$6,827 ($10,020)
$390
$180
$126 ($4,694)
$70
($911)
$45
$45
$50 ($2,679)

Total

$43,764

$41,652

$2,112

NBCA Board Changes
We have had several changes this year.
Fe Nievera joined the NBCA board in 2008.
She served as NBCA’s Volunteer Coordinator.
Fe resigned from the board in February, 2012.
We appreciate all of her contributions.
Neil Steakley joined NBCA’s board in 2010 and
served on NBCA’s Land Use and Zoning Committee. Neil resigned from the board earlier this
year. We appreciate his contributions.
We wish Neil and Fe well in their future efforts
and thank them for their service.

Pay Dues by Credit Card
To pay dues or make other donations, go to
www.nbca.org/PayPal. You will receive an
email confirmation of your payment from NBCA.
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West Coast Photographer Exhibits At Blue Heron
Co-sponsored By Blue Heron Nature Preserve
and Atlanta Audubon
The spring breezes of 2012 usher in the work of
San Francisco photographer Sharon Beals to
the Blue Heron Gallery on March 22. Sharon
spent three years photographing archived bird
nests in natural history and zoological museums
in California. The exhibition at Blue Heron is a
rare chance for the public to take a peek at
these fabulous nests as the collections are only
open to the scientific community. Sharon's images are spell-binding, reflecting the rich, intricate nest-making ability of birds the world over.
The November/December issue of American
Photo (a glossy, nationally circulated, bimonthly
magazine) selected the top 56 photo books of
the year. In the seven in the Environment and
Nature category was Sharon's Nests: Fifty Nests
and the Birds that Built Them. Their review is
as follows: "Drawn from the exquisite collections
of three California-based academies and institutes, the nests in these delicate, detailed images reflect the meticulous care and skill of their
creators — 50 species of birds, each described
in facing-page text that's as free of scientific
jargon as it is informative".
We are thrilled that Sharon is traveling from
California to open the exhibition and lecture
about her work. Come join us for a wonderful
opportunity to hear an artist and bird conservationist talk about her work. The exhibit opens
on Thursday March 22 at 6 PM with a 7 PM lecture, which is free and open to the public.
Blue Heron Nature Preserve and Atlanta Audubon are happy to co-sponsor this event. Sharon's book will be available for sale and to be
autographed. We will have a reception with
food and AAS shade grown coffee. Don't miss
this very special evening. Come out and support Blue Heron and AAS with your patronage!

Sharon Beals’ photo from the August 2011 issue
of Scientific American.
(See www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?
id=nests-from-museum-collections)

Join NBCA’s Email List
This newsletter is published just four times a
year, but neighborhood news happens all the
time. Solution: Join our free email list. Send
your request to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
Each household may have up to four addresses.
The subject line on each email tells you what it’s
about — open only emails which interest you.
NBCA’s current list has 1,793 email addresses,
mostly from North Buckhead. Joining our email
list is free to all, members or not.

NBCA Officers, Board and Committee Chairs
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
Gordon Certain
Rita Christopher
David Dollar
Dieter Franz
Waldtraut Lavroff
Adam Pollock
Pete Rogers
Robert Sarkissian
Bennett Wiggins
Bob Young

Web Sites
NBCA
NBCA Zoning

andrea0599@gmail.com
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com
ritachristopher@bellsouth.net
ddollar@mindspring.com
cdfranz@comcast.net
waldalavroff@comcast.net
castlehaven@bellsouth.net
petali@comcast.net
oversark@bellsouth.net
bwiggins4193@bellsouth.net
youngebh@comcast.net

404-231-4130
404-231-1192
404-237-5878
404-231-5137
404-261-8697
678-686-4575
404-233-1706
404-239-9004
404-504-9444
404-421-4788
404-255-1315

NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Robert Sarkissian
Secretary Bob Young
Treasurer Dieter Franz
Beautification
Chair
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Chair
David Dollar
Greenspace & Environment
Chair
Rita Christopher

www.nbca.org
www.northbuckheadzoning.com

Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett

Membership
Chair
Gordon Certain

Social/Special Events
Chair
Adam Pollock

Neighborhood Markers
Chair
Open

Sustainability & Recycling
Chair
Open

New Neighbor Greeting
Chair
Rita Christopher
Newsletter
Editor
Gordon Certain
Ass’t Ed. Sue Certain
NPU-B Representative
Andrea Bennett
Pedestrian Issues
Chair
Bennett Wiggins

Traffic
Chair

Robert Sarkissian

Volunteer Coordinator
Chair
Open
Web Sites
NBCA
Gordon Certain
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
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All You Ever Need To Know About Code Enforcement
By Andrea Bennett
NBCA Neighborhood Representative to NPU-B
Residents often ask what to do about issues of
Code enforcement.
A Code Compliance action has to start with a
complaint. A complaint can be initiated in one
of several ways. I’d recommend going through
the Code Compliance department, and there are
several options in that respect.
First, you can contact the Code Compliance Officer assigned to our area, Stan Tucker, telephone 404-330-5029. If you can't reach Mr.
Tucker for some reason you can call his principal, William Kirkland at 404-330-6862.
You can call the main Office of Code Compliance
at 404-330-6190, Monday thru Friday between
8:15 AM and 5:00 PM. You can fax your complaint to the Office of Code Compliance at 404658-7084 or e-fax at 404-546-8266. If you’d
prefer to file your complaint in person, please
deliver it to the Office of Code Compliance,
located at City Hall, 55 Trinity Ave, Suite 3450,
Atlanta, GA 30303. You also have the option of
sending your complaint by email to the Office of
Code Compliance at
codesrequests@atlantaga.gov.

If necessary you can initiate a complaint via the
police department. The COPS unit will be assisting the Code Compliance office. The COPS
number is 404-877-8477.
Once the complaint has been filed, a case number will be created and a Code Compliance Officer will be sent out to inspect the property.
After the violation has been confirmed, either a
notice or citation is issued to the property owner, depending on its severity. In the case of a
notice, the property owner is given a specified
time to bring the property into compliance. If a
citation is issued, the property owner must attend court as well as bring the property into
compliance.
After you have made your complaint, you can
follow up by contacting either Code Compliance
through the methods above or by calling our
contact in the Solicitor’s office: Shelli Wojohn,
swojahn@atlantaGA.gov, telephone 404-6587944. Although Ms. Wojohn doesn't handle the
prosecution of these complaints herself, she will
put you in touch with the person who is handling it.
Ordinarily the Code Compliance Office does not
give out the name of the person making the
complaint. While you are not required to provide
your name when submitting the complaint, if
you would like a call back regarding the property, your name and a phone number are necessary. If an Open Records Request is made by
the person against whom the complaint is
made, the city is required by law to provide the
information within three days.
The City Housing Code of 1987 is the standard
by which code compliance complaints are governed. This is available online at
http://tinyurl.com/6qxr6fc.
It's my personal opinion that after your complaint is filed, it will be helpful to stay in touch
with the solicitor's office and/or the department
of Code Compliance. The squeaky wheel gets
the grease!
As North Buckhead’s representative to NPU-B,
I’m always glad to share your concerns, so
please don’t hesitate to contact me at 404-8166500 or by email at andrea0599@gmail.com.
NPU-B meets the first Tuesday of each month at
7:00 P.M., at Cathedral of Christ The King, 2699
Peachtree Road, NE (1st floor of the Hyland
Center). Meetings are open to the public.
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Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
10 Terminus Place Homeowners Association

Lil'ol'Me Making a Big Difference www.lilolme.com

Arke Systems–software dev. ArkeSystems.com

Little DaVinci Int’l School LittleDiVinciSchool.org

770-605-7000

at&t - Wireless Etc

404-771-5322

Live Thrive, Inc.

Atlanta Audubon Society www.atlantaaudubon.org

Nan T Moore Interiors

Atlanta Metropolitan Cathedral 999 Briarcliff Rd

Jackie Naylor Interiors Inc.

404-814-1973
404-636-0022

Ntmoore1@comcast.net

Blue Heron Nature Preserve

www.bhnp.org

Piccadilly Puppets

Carolyn Brown - Realtor

404-405-7603

P r o p e r t y—T a x—R e d u c t i o n s . C o m

Buckhead Coalition

3340 Peachtree Rd#560

Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum

Regent Partners

www.regentpartners.com

3872 Roswell Road

Realtors, *The Hinsons *

404-231-1113

Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000

ScotlandWright Associates

www.scotlandwright.com

www.CastleHavenConstruction.com

Shirley Irek Piano Studio

Ed Castro Landscape

www.edcastro.com

Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor

The Chastain School

www.thechastainschool.com

Fifth Third Mortgage—Jason Hultgren 404-279-4587
Jackie Goodman, Realtor
Goodyear of Buckhead
Jones & Kolb, CPAs

404-966-9220
3830 Roswell Road
404-262-7920

404-467-9451
www.jennifersherrouse.com

St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org
Suzy Smith, Realtor

404-307-0347

Elsie & Holden Thompson, HN Realtors 404-814-5421
Water Columns
William Word Antiques

watercolumns.com
707-709 Miami Circle

Area businesses, please join us! Can you think of another way to get visibility for your business for so
little money? To be listed here and become a business member for a year, send your $75 check (nonprofits, $35) along with the membership coupon on page 16. Or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal.

New Business Members

North Buckhead Area Map

We reserve this space in our newsletter for
NBCA business members who have recently
joined. If your business joins NBCA, you get
benefits other than just the privilege of giving
us money—your business is listed on page 15,
above. Joining us this issue are:
Little DaVinci International School, 4055
Roswell Road (in Blue Heron Nature Preserve).
See their ad on page 9.
Water Columns, a North Buckhead company in
its tenth year of statewide sales and service of
lake fountains and aeration equipment.

Lost Cats and Dogs
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. Include your
contact information and a description of the pet.
If you can include a photo, please do so.
Please do not send lost/found pet reports (or
anything else) to Gordon@nbca.org — that
email account has been deactivated.

North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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PAID
Atlanta, GA
Permit # 2431

Civic Association
PO Box 420391
Atlanta, GA 30342

Please Deliver
by March 20

Are You A
Member?

Yes!

I would like to [ ] renew or [ ] join the…

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mail to: NBCA, P.O. Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342-0391
Website — www.nbca.org Email — NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com

Annual membership dues — Household $35 / Non-profit $35 / Business $75
(12 months starting today or 12 months added to your existing membership)
Please enclose your check payable to NBCA, or pay on-line at www.nbca.org/PayPal.
Dues/contributions to NBCA are not charitable tax-deductible contributions.
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ Date __________________
Please print carefully

Address ______________________________________________

Year you moved to North Buckhead _____

Email #1 ____________________________________ Email #2 ______________________________________
Please print very carefully

Phone (Home) ____________________ Phone (Work) _____________________ Cell _____________________
We (I)  are

 are not

interested in participating in a possible North Buckhead Neighborhood Directory.

Please contact me/us about possibly volunteering for these categories:

 Beautification / Park
 Christmas Tree Sale
 Environment / Trees
 Eyesore Resolution
 Find/Provide Baby Sitters
 Find Book Group
 Find Jogging Buddies
 Find Playgroups
 Friend of the Park

 Legal / Professional
 Membership — Business
 Membership — Condo
 Membership — Single-family
 Neighborhood Directory
 New Neighbor Greeting 
 Newsletter 
 One-time, quick volunteer jobs
 Playgrounds / Kids











Police / Fire / Safety
Sidewalks / Crosswalks
Social Events
Stuff Envelopes
Sustainability/Recycle
Traffic Committee
Web Site 
Zoning / Land Use
Other _____________

Comments, suggestions, skills, talents, special interests, and services:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
In addition to my $35/75 for dues, I am also adding to my check: Landscaping $____ Legal $____ and Greenspace Fund $____
NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia non-profit corporation. Payments are not tax-deductible charitable contributions.

