March 2016

NORTH BUCKHEAD
North Buckhead Newsletter

Page 1

Newsletter

North Buckhead Civic Association — March 2016
Mailed four times each year to 4,300 North Buckhead homes
www.nbca.org - NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com- Newsletter Archive: www.nbca.org/newsletters.htm

Annual Meeting—March 29
Every year NBCA provides two opportunities for
neighbors to get together. The Fall Fling is just
for fun; the Annual Meeting is about what has
happened and what is planned. This year, we’ll
pay special attention to various levels of our
local governments, along with an insightful dose
of information about the Atlanta History Center,
given by an engaging speaker, Sheffield Hale.

NBCA’s 44th Year Annual Meeting
St. James United Methodist Church

Lenox Active Shooter Drill
First-hand report by NBCA’s Gordon Certain:
At 7 pm Sunday night, January 31, after Lenox
Square closed for business, I'd guess about 150
volunteers were on hand to help the Atlanta Police Department (APD) conduct active shooter
training at Lenox. I saw a number of familiar
faces there. Some, like me, were regulars from
APD Zone 2 Precinct's Citizens Advisory Council
(Continued on page 12)

Tuesday, March 29
Social — 6 pm (Free to Members)
Program — 7 - 9 pm
Speakers:
Sheffield Hale — CEO, Atlanta History Center
Beth Beskin — Georgia House of Representatives
Lee Morris — Fulton County Commission
Howard Shook — Atlanta City Council
Yolanda Adrean — Atlanta City Council (See p. 5)
New this year: Child Care — Details: See p. 7.
We start at 6 pm with a friendly social. See your
old friends again and meet new ones while you
eat supper. Learn about parks and PATH400.
The social is free to current members of the association and their immediate household. There
is a small charge for non-members. At 7 pm,
we get down to business: learning about the
History Center’s new exhibits as well as what’s
happening in our governments regarding topics
like taxes, transportation and crime. Join us!

PATH400 Update
By Denise Starling
Executive Director, Livable Buckhead, Inc.
“The annoying, high-achieving, smarty pants
little brother of the Beltline has done it again!”
says Michael Kahn of Curbed! With 38 percent
of the entire project either complete, under construction or mobilizing — we love it!
So where do things stand?
Old Ivy to Wieuca
Initial grading work on this segment is now
largely complete and construction is well
(Continued, See PATH400, page 6)

“Selfie” by drill participant Gordon Certain in protective gear required to be worn by all drill participants.
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Glass: To Recycle or Not To Recycle?
By Sue Certain, Associate Editor
You would think it would be straightforward
enough, right? Glass can be recycled. Or can’t
be. Actually, not as easy a question as it
seems. It’s a fair amount of trouble to clean the
glass container, maybe run it through the dishwasher, to assure it is in the clean state a recycled item should be. Multiply this by many glass
items during the week, and then roll the glass
and other recyclables in the blue Herbie down to
the curb. So we recyclers want to be assured
our time and effort are not wasted.
An article in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
dated Saturday, December 26, 2015, was headlined: “Metro Atlanta Recyclers reject glass, ship
it to landfills”. In this exposé, author Mark Niesse shared that all around Atlanta, recycling facilities send the glass that residents have carefully
recycled to landfills. Clearly, from the article,
DeKalb County does not recycle glass. The article explicitly stated, “The City of Atlanta’s recycling hauler’s facility rejects glass as well.”
Well, that was clear, and we felt betrayed by the
city. At that point we quit recycling glass —
much less work for us.
But what did the City have to say for itself? We
asked Tracy L. Hambrick, Recycling Manager,

City of Atlanta about it in an email. Ms. Hambrick sent us a press release headlined, “The
City of Atlanta Continues to Recycle Glass”.
This document went on to say, “City of Atlanta
residents can continue to recycle glass at the
curbside. This glass is brought to our Materials
Recovery Facility (MRF) where it is then recycled. The City of Atlanta aims to be one of the
nation’s top 10 cities for sustainability, and recycling plays a major role in achieving this goal.
“Residents are encouraged to take advantage of
the city’s curbside recycling program by placing
recyclable material in their Cartlanta blue bins
for weekly collection. Residents can place
household glass, paper, cardboard, metal
cans, lids, and hard plastic (labeled 1-5 and
7) in the Cartlanta bins without the need to
separate.”
So there you have it, folks, two different accounts about glass recycling. In our household,
we concluded that the City of Atlanta was very
clear about what they did and in effect denied
the AJC’s accusation. We are recycling glass
again. If any of our readers have information or
insights about this issue, please contact Sue
Certain at sccertain@comcast.net. And thank
you for recycling.

Lost Cats and Dogs
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. Please include
your contact information and a description of
the pet. Include a photo if possible.
Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org for lost/
found pet reports (or anything else) — that
email account has been deactivated.

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 6:30 pm, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov., and Dec., Room S-103,
Wieuca Road Baptist Church. March meeting:
the Annual Meeting. Joint Nov./Dec.: Dec. 5,
2016.
Land Use/Zoning — 6:30 pm, 3rd Monday,
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church.
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Our Wild Neighbors: Red-tailed Hawks in Our Back Yards
By Maxine Rock
Too weak to fly, a young Red-tailed Hawk tumbled from the sky late last month, and landed
on the leafy ground at the Blue Heron Nature
Preserve in Buckhead. Rescued by staffers from
the Atlanta Audubon Society, the hawk was
bundled into a box and taken to the Chattahoochee Nature Center on Willeo Road, in Roswell,
where Wildlife Director Kathryn Dudeck knew
the emaciated bird was close to death.
“The hawk was starving,”
says Dudeck. “A healthy
male Red-tailed weighs
about 35 ounces. This one
was only 27 ounces, and
most of that was feathers.
There was hardly any flesh
on its body.”

You might see more Red-tails or other young
birds in trouble soon, as the spring nesting season approaches. What should you do if you spot
one? Here are some tips from Dudeck:
Don’t handle any bird or wild animal. It’s
probably in shock, and human touch will only do
more damage. To wildlife, you’re a giant predator. The animal doesn’t know you’re trying to
help.
Don’t feed or give it water. Unless you’re a
specialist who knows how to properly administer
the right nutrition, you’re likely to
choke any bird or animal you find.
It will be better off without food for
a little while.
If the bird or animal is in immediate danger, use gloves and
put it in a cardboard box. Then
move it to a safe, quiet place and
leave it alone while you seek professional help. Don’t keep peeking
into the box to see if it’s all right.
You’ll only terrorize it more.

The hawk also had a fungal infection. When a Redtailed can’t get off the
ground to hunt for squirrels or other prey, it pecks
at dead leaves, possibly to
Call Dudeck as soon as possible
unearth bugs or worms.
at 770-992-2055, extension 4.
Those leaves harbor a funShe or one of her part-time staff—Adam Betuel
gus which can coat the
Red-tailed Hawk
ers will tell you how to get sick or
bird’s mouth and throat,
Over Blue Heron Nature Preserve
stranded wildlife safely to the Cenand lead to diseased lungs.
ter. You can email her at
The hawk struggled to survive, says Dudeck,
k.dudeck@chattnaturecenter.org.
but less than a day after it arrived at the Center, it died.
There are six other ailing Red-tailed Hawks at
Raptors like the Red-tailed Hawk are drawn to
our area by an abundance of prey such as squirrels, chipmunks, and snakes. They also enjoy
our many tall trees, preferring to nest at least
70 feet off the ground. Bird feeders attract raptors, too, because small birds are also prey. If
you see birds suddenly leaving your feeder and
darting for cover, look around for the swiftlygliding Red-tailed Hawk. The good news is that
hawks rarely catch cunning and experienced
birds, which are masters at hiding. The Redtailed Hawk which died at the Center had probably caught a squirrel, because this raptor had
bite marks on its talons and may not have been
able to capture and hold other prey. That’s another reason why it starved.
According to Dudeck, only about 15 per cent of
raptors survive their first year of life. A Redtailed needs to gobble down at least 15 per cent
of its body weight every day, so it isn’t picky
about grabbing sick squirrels. Many of these
squirrels are slowly dying as a result of poison a
homeowner may have put in the attic to rid it of
pesky invaders. The poison kills the hawk, too.

the Chattahoochee Nature Center right now. If
they can be nursed back to full health, they will
be released into the wild. If Dudeck thinks a bird
or animal is too damaged to survive on its own,
it becomes a resident at the Center, helping educate us all about the Red-tailed Hawks and
other majestic animals living in our neighborhood.
Maxine Rock recently linked up with Blue Heron Nature Preserve and will write this newsletter’s new
“Our Wild Neighbors” column.
Maxine and her husband David are neighborhood
heroes. They helped to found NBCA back in 1972
when it was called the Eighth Ward Civic Association. (The city was divided up into “wards” back
then.) The Rocks were instrumental in the neighborhood fight against GA 400, which lasted 20 years and
was won in court, only to be defeated by last-minute
Congressional legislative maneuvering to nullify the
court's decision.
Maxine turned her interest to pedestrians and recreation, helping to found the PATH Foundation, which
builds bicycle and pedestrian trails to provide recreation and non-polluting alternative transportation in
and around Atlanta, including PATH400.
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Mountain Way Common News
By Dan Weede
President, Friends of Mountain Way Common
The Friends of Mountain Way Common have
been very busy this year. We completed our
first phase of development last fall and the new
pedestrian bridge is now open to the public. We
are currently completing plans for our second
phase of development: a 0.3 mile 8-12 foot
wide multi-use perimeter trail around Mountain
Way Common. This trail was the community’s
top requested amenity for Mountain Way Common. In order to complete this project, we need
your help. To build the trail we will need to
raise approximately $100,000 in donations this
year. We know that's a lot of money, but consider the following:
1. Financial Benefits. Study after study of
parks and multi-use trails show that these projects have a greater return on investment than
just about any other public investment possible. It’s clear that property values of homes
will increase as a result of the development of
Mountain Way Common. Therefore, even if
you never plan to set foot in Mountain Way
Common, you will reap a personal economic
windfall as a result of this development.
2. Recreation Benefits. One of the most direct (and obvious) benefits of community trails

and parks is that they make the community a
better place to live by preserving and creating
open spaces for recreation.
3. Health Benefits. Many people realize that
exercise is important for maintaining good
health; however, many of us do not exercise
regularly. Studies show that providing a convenient place for physical activity, such as
trails connecting the parks and other places in
the community, increases the level of physical
activity in that community.
4. Connectivity Benefits. The Mountain Way
Common trail will connect to PATH 400 and
provide an important transportation corridor
for both pedestrians and cyclists. By providing
an off-street, direct connection to Path 400,
Mountain Way Common will allow our community a safe and efficient method for access to
Buckhead restaurants and shops and to our
neighborhood’s schools.
5. The Environment. Finally, parks and
greenways protect important habitat and provide corridors for people and wildlife. Mountain Way Common provides natural buffer
zones for pollution run-off, an important tool in
improving water quality, and serves as an environmental classroom for people of all ages.
We need your help to make Mountain Way
Common development happen. There is no
public funding of MWC; 100% of the capital improvements to MWC come from donations from
private sources like you. MWC will simply not
be developed without your support. Please join
us in committing to improve our community.
Make a tax-deductible donation to Friends of
Mountain Way Common today at
www.MountainWayCommon.Org. We thank you
for your support!
About Friends of Mountain Way Common
The Friends of Mountain Way Common (Friends
of MWC) is a neighborhood community group
established in 2009 with the goal of bringing
together North Buckhead neighbors with a common interest in protecting and enhancing our
newest neighborhood park, Mountain Way Common.
The members of Friends of MWC are people like
you. We volunteer our time, services, and support to enhance our neighborhood parks and
greenspace, specifically the area in and around
Mountain Way Common park. Like you, we understand and appreciate the value of this natural resource and share a common goal of making our neighborhood park the best in the City
of Atlanta.
(Continued on page 5)

March 2016

North Buckhead Newsletter

Page 5

Security Camera Network Installation Starts “Next Door”
Yolanda Adrean is the City Councilmember representing the Eighth District on the opposite
(west) side of Roswell Road from North Buckhead (part of the Seventh District). Security
innovations that are being made in her district
will likely have an impact on crime in North
Buckhead and, more importantly, may set the
precedent for security improvements here. February 16 was the kickoff day for a major security project in Yolanda’s District. The first of 50

Mountain Way Common (Continued from page 4)
Mountain Way Common is a city-owned park.
The City of Atlanta owns the land but does not
have the funding to maintain it. Friends of MWC
help maintain the park as well as raise funds for
community amenities. Friends of MWC was
formed to ensure the greenspace is developed
in accordance with the needs and interests of
this neighborhood. Mountain Way Common is a
part of the planned PATH400 trail, being developed by Livable Buckhead.
Private donations, from individuals and grants,
are the sole source of funding for Mountain Way
Common. To date, Friends of MWC have raised
over $250,000 toward development and maintenance of the park.

video and car tag
readers were installed in her district
at a Publix store
parking lot. These
cameras will be connected to APD’s Video Integration System (VIC), which is
downtown on
Peachtree Street.
Photo —BuckheadView.com
The VIC will be alerted to watch the cameras when 911 calls come in
near the cameras. Recordings will be accessible
for a number of weeks.
The immediate relevance of this initiative to
North Buckhead residents is that Yolanda has
agreed to attend our association’s Annual Meeting on March 29 (see page 1). She will give us
an update about near-term plans and accomplishments. She and Howard Shook will outline
how the system in her district will expand into
other areas, such as ours.
Some security experts think camera systems
are a better investment than off-duty privately
financed security patrols. Come to our meeting
and learn about changes in our security capabilities.

Jackie Goodman
404-844-4977 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
JackieGoodRealtor@gmail.com
www.JackieGoodman.com
Realtor/Associate Broker
Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980
Office address: 1801 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta 30309

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation

“Let my energy, enthusiasm, and
love of North Buckhead work for you!”
-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --
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PATH400 — cont.
(Continued from page 1)

underway. We have made some adjustments to
the design, softening the grades to make it a
more comfortable walk, curving the trail where
it meets Old Ivy Road (like Phase I) to enhance
safety, and slightly modifying alignment on the
Wieuca end to avoid soft soils along the slope to
the highway.
The Old Ivy end is taking shape. All of the modular block walls are installed and the grade is at
its finished elevation, so you can really see what
it will be like. We will break through the sound
wall in March to connect the two ends together.
We are projecting a completion date of November 2016, but so far Mother Nature has been
giving us a lot of challenges; we are doing our
best to stick to the schedule!
Southern Segments
While nobody was looking, we completed two
segments on the southern half of PATH400 in
Lindbergh — one on Garson Drive between
Adina and Piedmont, and another along Morosgo
Way, where Greystar has incorporated PATH400
into its Elan Lindbergh Apartments. We are now
working to secure grant funds to develop a fantastic overlook park along Peachtree Creek.
By the time you are reading this, it is likely that
we will have already received the right-of-entry
agreement from the City of Atlanta. This will
allow us to begin construction on the segment
between Sidney Marcus and Miami Circle, which
should take approximately 10 months to build.

Old Ivy Park
Many of you know our design effort for Old Ivy
Park got derailed when the City lost its landscape designer several months back. Well, we
have some great news to share — we are about
to pick up where we left off and get back to creating a unique vision for this park! Livable
Buckhead has partnered financially with the City
to bring on a consultant to lead this vision. Perez Planning and Design will be working with the
steering committee (which includes many of
your friends and neighbors) to craft the vision.
We will keep you posted on the work coming out
of this group.
Fundraising and Other Updates
The Loudermilk Family Foundation has announced a $250,000 matching gift for PATH400.
If you have not contributed to PATH400, now is
the perfect opportunity. Between now and
March 31, each gift that Livable Buckhead receives will be matched dollar-for-dollar, doubling
the impact of your donation. Please help us
keep the dirt flying in 2016 by going to livablebuckhead.org and donating today.
One final note: as the weather turns warm,
please get out and enjoy PATH400! We are cultivating many regulars on the trail, including a
group of women from Piedmont Center who
walk at lunchtime every single day. We encourage you to join them and to bring along a few
friends so you can introduce them to PATH400.

NBCA Surveys: Security Patrols, Bike Lanes, & Streetcars
This article is mainly about the results of our
October online survey regarding security patrols, but first a quick update on other topics we
addressed in earlier NBCA surveys:


The City Council voted to eliminate the proposed streetcar line up Peachtree Road.



GDOT has abandoned its proposal to add
bike lanes along parts of Peachtree Road.

It is reasonable to conclude that NBCA survey
responses had a significant impact on the outcome of both of these issues.
In our October survey, we asked if residents
were willing to contribute to support private security patrols and/or security cameras in parts
or all of North Buckhead. While some said yes,
no part of the neighborhood showed enough
support to make the effort close to being eco-

nomically viable. Most of the 40 respondents in
favor of doing anything wanted both cameras
and patrols. The 40 respondents represent
about 2% of North Buckhead single-family
households. Survey takers offered to pay about
$17,000 for security. According to data we
have received from the City about the cost of
the video cameras which are connected to APD’s
Video Integration Center, $17,000 would buy
one, but not two cameras. Obviously, a far
greater level of participation is needed to make
meaningful security improvements in a neighborhood as large as North Buckhead.
Interested in a one-page summary of survey
results? See www.nbca.org/2015security. Also
see the security camera article, at the top of
page 5 of this newsletter. Come to our annual
meeting to learn even more on this topic.
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2015 NBCA Financial Report
By Dieter Franz, NBCA Treasurer
The North Buckhead Civic Association is financially healthy. We operated at a surplus of
$7,177 in 2015, with a year-end cash balance of
$22,363. The positive financial results are
mainly due to greatly reduced expenses and
strong prepayments of future year dues in response to NBCA’s annual dues rate increases.
Revenues in 2015 amounted to $54,617 with
the majority being from Membership Dues with
Christmas Tree Sale and Newsletter Ads being
second and third, respectively. Revenues were
down slightly from 2014’s $56,223 (which included a $5,000 Master Plan contribution from
Councilmember Howard Shook’s office).
Expenses amounted to $47,440 with the largest
being for the Newsletter. 2015 expenses were
down sharply from 2014’s $66,214 which included almost all of the $25,850 cost of the North
Buckhead Neighborhood Master Plan.
To strengthen the financial health of the North
Buckhead Civic Association, household dues
were increased in October from $35 to $50 per
year and business dues from $75 to $100.
While NBCA paid membership hit an all-time
high of 912 in early October as a result of a year
-long membership drive, it had declined to 817
by year end.

March 29 Annual Meeting Child Care
In the past we’ve often wondered if more parents of young children would attend our annual
meeting if we offered child care. We decided
2016 was the year to find out.

Important: All children must be enrolled
and accepted in advance. To enroll go to
www.nbca.org/ChildCare. First come/first
served. Enrollment cutoff date: March 27.

Blue Heron Nature Preserve has a number of
well-experienced “educators” who conduct
camps, outings and play groups. See the top of
pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter for examples.
They are required to have a college degree in
education, ecology or biology, or a related field,
and one or more year's experience working with
children.
We have made arrangements for a separate
room at the church, and have several engaging
nature and art activities planned for the kids.
BHNP educators will bring a piece of the Preserve to us, along with plenty of drawing supplies and magnifying lenses to help kids learn
about the feathers, nests, leaves, seeds, and
other nature surprises they'll encounter. Games
and activities will be age-appropriate. There will
be no charge for this service. Only children of
current NBCA members are eligible. Children
need to be 3 to 10 years old.

Blue Heron Camp participants feeding chickens.
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Contact Amy Zvonar, Education Director, Blue
Heron Nature Preserve, at 678-315-0836, MonFri. Online registration available at
www.bhnp.org.
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Land Use and Zoning
By Walda Lavroff
Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee
Moderate building activity in NBCA residential
areas appears to be continuing. More construction is obvious in the primarily business-oriented
sections of NBCA. Those sections are reviewed
by the SPI12 (Special Public Interest overlay
district).
In October our Committee reviewed application
Z-15-053, which involves three parcels (4087
Haverhill Drive, 321 Herrington Drive, and
320 Lakemore Drive), all currently zoned RG2 (Residential, attached and multifamily dwellings). Applicant Cole Forsyth seeks to rezone
this property from RG-2 to PD-H (Planned
Development Housing) to enable the construction of 30 single-family detached dwellings.
Our meeting was attended by about 25 neighbors. We found that this property contained
apartment houses — built about 1980 and later
converted into condominiums. Those units are
now either owner-occupied, rented, or unoccupied. The buildings need to be “re-conditioned”
in some form. The applicant seeks to demolish
these buildings and build 30 single-family units.
After considering pros and cons, as well as the
North Buckhead Neighborhood Master Plan, we
voted to express approval, contingent on
sidewalk construction, to which the applicant
agreed.
Also in the October meeting we reviewed application V-15-259, 3988 Stovall Terrace, by
which applicant/owner Stephen Furr seeks to
increase the maximum allowed height of a side
yard retaining wall from six to nine feet. Adjoining property owners and our Committee
viewed this as a necessary minor adjustment.
We recommended approval.
There was no meeting in November 2015. We
received no applications.
In December 2015 we processed application
SD 15-032, 471 Loridans Drive, at the corner
of Chateaugay Lane, by which applicant Joe Ferguson (JW Hanna Capital, LLC) seeks to subdivide this property into two R-3 lots. About ten
surrounding property owners attended our
meeting. They participated in a very lively discussion. However, most of their concerns dealt
with issues which could arise after building permits were issued, and less with the dividing of
this property into two lots. Our Committee vot-

ed to recommend approval, subject to verification that the requirements of the Subdivision
Ordinance are met.
In the January 2016 meeting we reviewed application SD-15-035, 310 Pinecrest Road. Applicant Earl Jackson (Metro Atlanta Permits) on
behalf of owner William Davis seeks to divide
this property into two R-3 lots. From a site visit
and discussion, we found that the application
seemed to be based on the intended acquisition
of additional land. Without such additional land,
there is not enough square footage for two R-3
lots (R-3 requires 18,000 square feet per lot).
Without showing that adequate property is in
fact included in the proposed subdivision, NBCA
could not recommend approval.

Follow Us on Facebook!
by Sue Certain
Associate Editor
Our readership on Facebook is growing! We
now have 421 “likes”: many of you in the community are enjoying the photos, information,
and interactive comments that Facebook provides.
Three of us work on Facebook. I am one of the
administrators. Jackie Goodman is new to our
group, and is doing a great job posting frequently about the latest news in North Buckhead. Tessa Turner is the other administrator,
and she is the repository of knowledge of all
things Facebook (or so it seems: there hasn’t
been a question I have asked to which she did
not know the answer). We are having fun with
it and we hope you are, too. If you are a Facebook addict, and you haven’t already, please
like us on Facebook.

Pay NBCA Dues Online
To pay dues and/or make other donations, go to
www.nbca.org/dues.htm. You will receive an
email confirmation of your payment from NBCA.
We have added the capability for you to select a
one or two year renewal period. These action
can be repeated to get periods longer than two
years.
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Bios—NBCA Board Candidates
Each year, about half of NBCA’s board stands for
election. This year we have four incumbent
candidates. For how to vote in this election, see
the item below-right.
Andrea Bennett (Incumbent)
Andrea grew up in Atlanta and has lived on Old
Ivy Road in North Buckhead since 1990. She
attended the University of Georgia and is an attorney in private practice. Over the years she
has worked with many community organizations, including Cub Scouts, the YMCA, the
Buckhead West Village Association, and civic
associations in Avondale and Lake Claire. Her
children and grandchildren live in PonceyHighland and Decatur. Andrea is a strong advocate for livable, walkable communities and for
neighborhood-oriented planning. She joined
NBCA's Land Use/Zoning Committee in 2004
and serves as North Buckhead's representative
to NPU-B, which represents 13 Buckhead neighborhoods in their interactions with the
city. Andrea is currently the chair of NPU-B.
Michelle Carver (Incumbent)
Michelle wouldn’t live anywhere but beautiful
Atlanta in the great state of Georgia. She lives
on Beverly Lane with her husband Brad Carver,
and sons Bradley and Wesley Carver.
She has a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and
English from Georgia State University, and a
Master’s degree in Information Design and Communication from Southern Polytechnic State
University. She worked in Marketing Communications until 2011 when her first son was born.
Fighting for a stronger community of interest in
order to benefit North Buckhead, she rallied her
Buckhead friends and neighbors, testified at
public hearings, and met with elected officials
on the bipartisan committee. These successful
efforts resulted in North Buckhead being included in State Senate District 6 with Sandy
Springs, Smyrna, and Vinings.
Rita Christopher (Incumbent)
Rita has lived on Loridans Circle with her husband Jerry since 1991. A native of Charlotte,
North Carolina, she graduated from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro with a
Bachelor's degree in Nursing. She is currently
employed by Georgia Reproductive Specialists
as an in-vitro fertilization nurse and previously
worked at Reproductive Biology Associates for
twenty-two years. Before relocating to Atlanta
in 1988, she was an oncology research nurse at
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New
York City.

Rita chairs the Beautification Committee, which
maintains our beautiful park at Phipps Boulevard
and Wieuca Road. She chairs the New Neighbor
Committee which provides greeting packages
for new residents. In addition, Rita does community outreach by delivering “goodie baskets”
to local police and firemen twice a year. Most
recently she provided lunch to them by working
with the Wing Factory, Chastain Square.
Robert Sarkissian (Incumbent)
Robert has lived in North Buckhead for eighteen
years, after relocating from Northern California. A native of New Jersey, he and his wife Erica, who grew up in the small southwest Georgia
town of Sylvester, reside on Old Ivy Road with
their daughter, Annabelle. Robert is a partner
with a consulting organization that specializes in
model-based systems engineering to help companies optimize designs and processes through
advanced simulation techniques. He holds a
degree in Physics from Florida Tech. Erica has
worked at Delta Air Lines for the last 26 years
and is General Manager for In-flight Training
Operations.
Robert has served as chair of the NBCA Traffic
Committee for the last twelve years. He actively
participates in initiatives intended to make our
neighborhoods pedestrian and traffic friendly. Twenty years ago as part of his professional
career, he helped pioneer the use of advanced
statistical simulation methods to model and predict traffic behavior for the state of California.
He is also actively investigating the impact of
new technologies that will lead to autonomous
and networked automobiles. He is an advocate
for measures that influence and enforce adherence to reasonable speed limits in and around
our neighborhood streets. Prior to arriving in
Atlanta, Robert was vice president of the Antigua Homeowners Association in Foster City, California for ten years.

Vote for NBCA’s Board
Current NBCA members residing in North Buckhead’s boundaries may vote for NBCA’s Board
member candidates. You may vote for or
against each candidate. The candidates are not
running against each other, so all may be elected.
Voting will be conducted at the Annual Meeting
(see page 1) or any time before March 29 at
www.nbca.org/2016Vote. Each membership
gets one vote. If two votes are received from a
household, each will count as one-half a vote.
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Zone 2 APD Active Shooter Drill at Lenox —Continued
(Continued from page 1)

(CAC). The CAC is a group of neighborhood
representatives from throughout the precinct
who meet six times a year at the Lenox Square
mini-precinct with Zone 2 Commander Major
Van Hobbs. Several weeks ago, at our first CAC
meeting of the year, we were joined by Brad
Woodward, Director of Security for Lenox
Square. Brad invited CAC members to join in
the active shooter drill that was held January
31. While other active shooter drills had been
held at Lenox, Brad felt that it would make the
drill much more realistic for real civilians to be
there screaming in panic or pretending to be
among the dead and wounded victims.
The volunteers had two roles: observers and
participants. While the area was screened to
make sure that there was no live ammunition in
use, the police were carrying real handguns and
rifles loaded with extremely loud blanks which
shot out pellets. While the pellets wouldn't kill,
they could cause eye injury and sting exposed
skin. Therefore, participants wore helmets with
full face protection and heavy neck covers.
Three separate sites at the mall were simulated
active shooter sites. While some of us were on
the lower level of the food court, another group

North Buckhead volunteer, Mary Thomas, plays the
role of a victim in Lenox’s shipping/receiving area.

was up on the main mall level near Victoria's
Secret. A third group was in the mall's receiving
area. That's where Mary Thomas, a North Buckhead resident at The Ivys, was situated. As
shown above, her job was also one of pretending to be a bloody corpse.
The active shooter simulations were done three
times at each site, each lasting for ten minutes
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Drill at Lenox —Continued
(Continued from page 12)

or so, accompanied by deafening booms, cries
for help, and police shouting to each other. In
the food court, the scenario was that a police
officer and his wife were eating at a table when
the active shooter shot the officer before shooting many other victims. The wife “called 911".
Shortly afterward, a number of officers stormed
in from the parking lot (I am unsure of the number because, like Mary, I was dead and couldn't
look up to count or take action shots). The food
court's aisles had been strewn with overturned
chairs and tables, and moaning bodies, making
the search for the shooter realistic.
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NB Crime Data Online
While North Buckhead is generally a low crime
area with few violent crimes, we do have some
problem areas. About 90% of the neighborhood’s crime happens in the commercial and
office areas along Peachtree, Piedmont, Lenox
and Roswell Roads, typically involving shoplifting and car break-ins. Want to know what
crimes happened last week in North Buckhead?
See NBCA’s web site.

What did I learn? The most important thing is
that police entering an active shooter scene
don't know who the bad guys are. They look at
each person to see if they have a weapon, so
make sure both of your hands are easily seen
and are obviously empty. The other thing to
remember is the primary duty of the police is to
stop the shooting, not to treat the wounded, so
don't try to grab them or distract them — easier
said than done if you are hurt.
We can be thankful that APD and our malls are
working together to protect us.

Our site’s crime page is maintained by NBCA
Board member Peter Rogers. Go to
www.nbca.org and click Crime Reports, the
third item on the left. It’s got all the details.
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North Buckhead Email Updates Provide Timely Information
This newsletter is published only four times a
year, but neighborhood news happens more often, sometimes so fast we can’t cover it here.
Each NBCA email’s subject line lists the contents
so recipients can (and we hope, do) skip emails
about topics they don’t care about.
NBCA has 2,000+ addresses on its email list.
Our typical 55% “open rate” means that NBCA
emails do get read and are not mostly ignored.
(Why not more than 55%? Many residents have
two addresses on our list.)

Still not sure? Check out a sampling of recent
emails so you can see the kind of information
you missed. See www.nbca.org/update.

New Business Members

Join our list at www.tinyurl.com/NBCAEmail or
send an email to NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
Neither NBCA membership nor North Buckhead
residency is required. It’s free to everyone.

We reserve this space for new NBCA business
members. A full listing of NBCA business members is at the top of page 15. Joining us this
issue is:
Café Vendôme, 4969 Roswell Road (same
building as Food 101), opening in May, will be
an authentic artisanal French “boulangerie patisserie” and café, baking genuine high quality
pastries and baguettes on-site all day.

NBCA Officers, Board, Staff

The owner is a French-American citizen who
moved from the French Riviera to Atlanta in
1999, and cofounded North Buckhead’s Little Da
Vinci International School in 2009. He is bringing talented pastry chef “Carl” from France. Carl
received awards in various French national and
regional pasty contests.

NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Robert Sarkissian
Secretary Bob Young
Treasurer Dieter Franz
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
Carolyn Brown
Michelle Carver
Gordon Certain
Rita Christopher
Dieter Franz
Waldtraut Lavroff
Adam Pollock
Pete Rogers
Robert Sarkissian
Bob Young

andrea0599@gmail.com
404-231-4130
carolyn.brown@harrynorman.com 404/405-7603
michelle.carver@comcast.net
404-579-7127
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com
404-231-1192
ritachristopher@bellsouth.net
404-237-5878
cdfranz@comcast.net
404-261-8697
waldalavroff@gmail.com
678-686-4575
castlehaven@bellsouth.net
404-233-1706
petali@comcast.net
404-239-9004
oversark@bellsouth.net
404-504-9444
youngebh@comcast.net
404-255-1315

Beautification
Liaison
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Liaison
Robert Sarkissian
Code Enforcement
Liaison
Michelle Carver
Crime Reporting
Liaison

Peter Rogers

Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett
Membership
Liaison
Gordon Certain
Carolyn Brown
New Neighbor Greeting
Liaison
Rita Christopher
Lauren Panetta

A French style sit-down salon de thé, Café
Vendôme will offer a wide selection of “French
Saveur”: quiches, pastries, viennoiserie, bread,
salads, macaroons, crêpes, and home-made
chocolate and ice cream. (See coupon, page 4.)

North Buckhead Area Map

Newsletter
Editor
Gordon Certain
Assoc. Ed. Sue Certain
Proofing Jackie Goodman
NPU-B Representative
NPU-B Chair Andrea Bennett
Pedestrian (Sidewalk)
Liaison Peter Rogers
Social/Special Events
Liaison
Adam Pollock
Traffic
Liaison
Robert Sarkissian
Volunteer Coordinator
Liaison
Open
Online Services
NBCA
Gordon Certain
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
Facebook Sue Certain
Jackie Goodman
Tessa Turner

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Non-profit Georgia Corporation

North Buckhead and surrounding areas.
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Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
Atlanta Audubon Society ww.atlantaaudubon.org
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
www.bhnp.org
Buckhead Coalition
3340 Peachtree Road#560
Buckhead-Midtown Vacuum
3872 Roswell Road
Buckhead Realty-Jim Cosgrove, Broker 404-841-9000
Café Vendôme
www.CafeVendome.com
DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc.
3596 N Stratford Rd
Diazo Specialty Printing 3872 Roswell Road #A8
Laura Dew, Realtor-Atl. Fine Homes 404-974-4372
DWH Interiors
DWHInteriors.com
Rand Fisher, Realtor
rand.fisher@evusa.com
Eclipse Fitness Studio
295 W Wieuca Road
Goodyear of Buckhead
3830 Roswell Road
Jones & Kolb, CPAs
404-262-7920
Kazoo Toys
3718 Roswell Road
Nan T Moore Interiors Ntmoore1@comcast.net

Park Avenue Condo Association 750 Park Ave
Park Regency Condo Assn. 700 Park Regency Pl
Peachtree Mosquito Control
404-447-6607
Piccadilly Puppets
404-636-0022
Pope and Land
www.popeandland.com
Private Bank of Buckhead 3565 Piedmont Rd#210
Realtors, *The Hinsons *
404-231-1113
Regent Partners
www.regentpartners.com
Remarkable Real Estate Services 404-233-MARC
ScotlandWright Associates www.scotlandwright.com
Selig Enterprises, Inc.
seligenterprises.com
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor www.jennifersherrouse.com
St. James United Methodist Church www.stjamesatlanta.org
Stellar Bodies
3872 Roswell Road # A1
Suzy Smith, Realtor
404-307-0347
Tuxedo Pharmacy
164 W Wieuca Road
William Word Antiques
707-709 Miami Circle

Can you think of another way to get visibility for your area business for so little cash? Businesses, join
NBCA and get listed here. Send $100 (non-profits, $50) with the coupon below or join online.

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP
 Join
 Renew
Pay Online at www.nbca.org/dues.htm
Or Mail to: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________

Date ____________________

Please print carefully

Address ____________________________________________________
Email #1 ______________________________________

Year you came to North Buckhead _________

Email #2 _______________________________________

Join our email list. Please print very carefully so you will received NBCA’s Emails Updates.

Phone (Home) _______________________

Cell #1 ______________________

Able to Help North Buckhead?
 Christmas Tree Sale

 Parks / Playgrounds

 Code Enforcement

 Security

(Eyesore Resolution)

 Landscaping / Streetscape

Cell #2 ______________________

Pay By Mail
Dues: $50/year—Business $100
 One year  Two years $100/ Bus $200

$______

Optional donations:

 Sidewalks / Crosswalks

Park Landscaping

$______

 Stuff Envelopes

Legal Fund

$______

 Neighborhood Cleanup Projects

 Traffic

Greenspace

$______

 Neighborhood History and Art

 Web site / Facebook

Master Plan / General Fund

$______

 New Neighbor Greeting

 Zoning/Land Use

 One-time, quick volunteer jobs

 Other ________________

 Legal/Professional Services
 Membership



(for NBCA)

Houses  Condos  Business

 Social Events

(Fall Fling & etc.)

Total Check Amount

$______

Make check payable to NBCA

Comments, skills, interests, questions:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NBCA is a 501(C)(4) Georgia Non-profit Corporation.
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By March 12

In This Newsletter...
PATH400: Alive/Growing
38% Complete, More in 2016
See page 1.

—Livable Buckhead

Our Wild Neighbors
Red-tailed Hawks Live Right Here
See page 3.

—Wikipedia(Photo by Greg Hume)

Mountain Way Common
Another Phase Beginning in 2016
See page 4.

—NBCA

