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Annual Meeting March 21

Park Avenue Joins NBCA

NBCA’s Annual Meeting is Tuesday, March 21 at
St. James United Methodist Church, 4400
Peachtree Dunwoody Road.

Every resident of the Park
Avenue Condominium tower
simultaneously joined NBCA
last October, making them
the third* and largest HOA
to become 100% NBCA
members. Park Avenue’s
addition brings NBCA’s
condominium-based
membership to about 30%
of total membership. (NBCA
counts memberships by
housing units.)
NBCA is unusual in being a
community-oriented quality of life organization
which serves a broad mix of Buckhead home
ownership styles. Most major Buckhead
neighborhood associations are basically either
100% single-family or 100% condominium.
No matter what kind of view we see out the
windows of our homes, we all share many of the
same quality of life issues and there is certainly
strength in numbers. Welcome, Park Avenue!

The social is 6 to 7pm; the program is 7 to 9pm.
Guest speakers include Georgia Representative
Beth Beskin, Fulton County Commissioner
Lee Morris, Atlanta City Councilmember
Howard Shook, AP D’s Major Barry Shaw, and
Livable Buckhead’s Denise Starling. We will also
elect association board members.
The social is free to NBCA member households
and invited speakers. It is $5 per person for
non-members. You may join NBCA at the
meeting (check or cash). The social includes a
light dinner: Chick-fil-A chicken fingers,
vegetarian sandwiches, cookies, etc.
The program, itself, is free to all. Please join us!

Amphibians to Buckhead
By Mark Mandica
Executive Director, Amphibian Foundation
Dozens of endangered amphibians are now
finding sanctuary right here in Buckhead!

—John Phelan, Creative Commons

* The others are Glenridge Place (Ivy Chase) Condominiums
and Haven Oaks Homeowners Association.

MWC Nears $100K Goal
By Marvin Pastel
President, Friends of Mountain Way Common
Dear Neighbors: Mountain Way Common is a
ten-acre city park under and around GA 400 on
Mountain Way just off Wieuca at North Ivy. It
will be a connector park for PATH400. The City
of Atlanta and GDOT own the land but do not
(Continued on page 10)
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A team of concerned scientists have formed a
non-profit organization called the Amphibian
Foundation, Inc. dedicated to connecting
individuals, communities and organizations in
order to create and implement lasting solutions
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Meet Your Awesome Neighbor—Kevin McCauley
By Sue Certain
Associate Editor
We all know Nancy Jones, and many know that
she, her partner Warren, and her rabbit
Raymond, are leaving Atlanta to go live in
Florida in a small house on a big piece of land.
She will no longer be Executive Director of the
Blue Heron Nature Preserve, and Kevin
McCauley will take her place. But who is Kevin
McCauley anyway? Does he even live around
here? Do we know anything about him?
The answer is yes, he does and we do. Let’s
begin at the beginning.
Originally from New York, Kevin was born in
Valley Stream, Long Island. His dad worked as
an accountant for various companies, so the
family of 12 moved frequently, finally ending up
in Georgia. But with nine siblings Kevin didn’t
mind moving: with seven brothers and two
sisters, he always had a built-in group of friends
and someone to play with. He came to Georgia
at age 13 and attended Peachtree High School.
He earned a BBA in Marketing from the
University of Georgia, and a Master’s degree in
Business Information Systems from Georgia
State. His wife Kim attended Dunwoody High
School and they met at UGA. In his paid career,
he has worked at Honeywell, Wells Fargo, and
Home Depot.
Kevin has an impressive volunteer history. As a
child growing up, as the fifth of ten children, he
learned that everyone shares the load: doing
dishes, cleaning the house, everyone does their
part. Growing up Catholic, he learned humility,
the value of service and thinking of oneself as
part of the larger group. In college, he joined
the APO service fraternity. Many in his dorm
were in APO. For their pledge project, they built
an outdoor theatre stage which is still in use
today. They mentored a Boy Scout troop at
Georgia Retardation Center in Athens. They had
a group of mentally handicapped boys who
couldn’t do many things typical scout troops do,
but still, it was rewarding and meaningful and
he continued with this work even after college.
When he married and had kids, a number of
years were spent in a career in the field of
information technology; but the seeds of
volunteerism had been planted and although
dormant for a while, in time would grow.
The family moved to Iowa, then San Francisco,
where daughters Sarah and Charlotte were
born. There are many community gardens in
San Francisco: they waited five years for a
scarce plot in one of those gardens. They
became community gardeners, which galvanized
for Kevin the idea of community and working
together for a common goal. Then, they
returned to Atlanta, to a house on Chateaugay
Lane (where they still live today) to be near
their families. Kevin got a job at Home Depot.
At this point, in about 1998, his volunteering
took off. It started with Adopt-A-Stream at

Little Nancy Creek; Kevin monitored and
advocated for water quality.
He worked on several Habitat builds with Home
Depot.
He was involved with Bill Eisenhauer (a water
preservation advocate) and the Piedmont Park
Conservancy and Peachtree Nancy Creek
Technical Advisory Committee. He was
concerned about the watershed, having a
stronger voice, and improving conditions. In
1998, he joined NBCA, became treasurer, then
acting president. When he was NBCA Acting
President, NBCA had a Habitat for Humanity
Build in which he was involved (that’s where I

Nancy Jones & Kevin McCauley
first met him). He galvanized support for water
issues in the community, sharing and
advocating regarding how developments, such
as Peachtree Gardens, could be very impactful
on waterways and the environment. He got
involved with Kay Beynart (former NBCA
president) and the neighborhood.
When the Peachtree Gardens subdivision was
built, 2000-2002, many trees were lost, the
floodplain was reconfigured and the small
wetlands were destroyed. The developer was
there to build houses, and did not appear to
have environmental concerns. Kevin had
argued as a neighborhood advocate to save
trees; he and others appealed, took it to court
and lost. That galvanized his feelings about the
environment, and led him to work more closely
with, and compromise with, developers. He
thinks this is a more productive approach. One
developer who did have environmental concerns
gave the initial 7.5 acres along Nancy Creek
that started Blue Heron.
Kevin began volunteering at Blue Heron in
2004: he quickly became Board President.
In 2006, Kevin envisioned the BHNP Community
Garden and led the effort to create it. It was
the first community garden on the north side of
town. It was a dream from the days in San
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Awesome Neighbor —Continued
(Continued from page 2)

Francisco. The site was where a sedimentation
pond had been when the Little Nancy Creek
sewer tunnel was built. Nearby were the
remains of The Cat Doctor building, also on land
that became the community garden. It took
many weeks and many volunteers sorting out
pieces of concrete with drills and shovels,
moving in soil, building fences and laying out
plots with rock borders to create a garden.
Managing the garden was an enormous amount
of work, dealing with all kinds of people and
gardeners and handling weeds in a completely
organic way. A rainwater-harvesting system
was installed, so gardeners could use a handpump to water crops sustainably. There was
the Garden for the Hungry, which began in
2007, and which ultimately grew from one plot
to five. Thousands of pounds of organic
produce have gone from the community garden
to Crossroads Community Ministries Soup
Kitchen, which has served millions of meals to
homeless persons.
Kevin is also working to bring understanding
and appreciation for wildlife, including beavers.
Before the Blue Heron site became a nature
preserve, the beavers there were treated as
pests and euthanized. But now the beavers
have returned. Out West beavers are used to
help establish salmon habitat. Beavers create
more complex ecosystems and flood plains,
places where water can percolate into the soil.
Kevin and Blue Heron partner with an
organization called “Worth a Dam”, founded by
Heidi Perriman, of Martinez, California.
Kevin has held a number of leadership roles and
has been involved with other parks besides Blue
Heron. He started transforming North Buckhead
Park, at Wieuca Road and Phipps Boulevard,
from a field of weeds in 2001. He and Kim
came up with a landscape plan in 2002 and they
led the effort to transform the park in 2002,
with gravel paths, flowerbeds, bushes, and so
forth in the design. They still plant flowerbeds
twice a year, put in pine straw, and more. He
and Kim were primarily responsible for changing
this park, where the North Buckhead
monument/marker is located, from a field of
weeds to a worthy entryway to North Buckhead.
He helped Little Nancy Creek Park set up their
community garden. He attended several
Mountain Way Common clean-ups and
meetings; he organized an effort to clean up the
kudzu there, not with Round-up, but by digging
the roots up from the earth which is the right
way to do it.
What future dreams does he have for the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve? The sky is the limit. All
sorts of things: they just got a Park Pride
Legacy Grant to complete the Blueway system
soft trails. This will be three miles of trails from
Sarah Smith to Publix on Roswell Road. It will
have handicapped access as much as possible.
In a later phase, trails would reach beyond Blue
Heron to Chastain Park and PATH400 with a

multi-use trail. (See article, “Blue Heron Nature
Preserve Awarded Park Pride Grant”, p. 9.)
Trails are a big part of Kevin’s Blue Heron
dreams. One dream is that people can come to
the nature preserve without getting in their car,
but just hike or bike a trail to get there. He
wants to protect and restore the nature
preserve’s area, such as the old grist mill site,
to honor those who came before us and will
come after us. (The grist mill is a turn-of-the
century mill, which ground corn long ago,
located on Lakemoore Drive. It is near Mill
Creek; the water from the creek powered the
mill.)
Kevin reimagines how the Blue Heron building
could be used. They have the Atlanta Audubon
Society, The Amphibian Foundation, and the Da
Vinci International School now. As they grow,
they want the building to be more of a
community resource. For example, there would
be community group meetings (as the Mountain
Way Common Board meets there now), birthday
parties, center/clearing house for community
activities, class room/clearing house/research
center for nature. The Amphibian Foundation
has recently relocated to Blue Heron and is
working with endangered salamanders (See
“Amphibians to Buckhead”, p.1). He envisions
the building as an urban ecology center.
It’s clear that Kevin McCauley is a pretty
awesome neighbor! We are fortunate to have
him in our community, and we appreciate all he
does.
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Bios for NBCA Board Candidates
The following neighbors are standing for election for
the NBCA board in the March election. (I) indicates
“Incumbent”. Current NBCA members may vote in
person at the Annual Meeting on March 21 or at
www.nbca.org/2017board by March 22.
Gordon Certain (I ), N orth I vy Road — has lived in
Atlanta since 1960 and on North Ivy Road since 1975.
He is married to Newsletter Associate Editor Sue
Certain. They have daughters Maria and Jessica and
granddaughter Sage. With a Bachelor’s degree in
Industrial Engineering from Georgia Tech, he worked
for Lockheed-Martin for 31 years, specializing in
project management and related government
requirements, retiring in 1998 as Manager of
Business Management Systems. He has been on the
NBCA Board since retiring. He composes
neighborhood email updates and is Editor of this
newsletter. He served as Treasurer before becoming
NBCA President in 2000. A founder of the Buckhead
Council of Neighborhoods in 2008, he has served as
its Secretary since then.
Dieter Franz (I ), N orth Stratford Road — has
lived on North Stratford and has been an NBCA
member since June,1986. He came to Atlanta in
1965 to attend Georgia Tech and graduated with
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Civil Engineering
in 1967. He is a retired environmental engineer.
Dieter has served on the NBCA Board and the Land
Use and Zoning Committee since 2005 and is NBCA
Treasurer. He has been an active participant in many
community activities in the City of Atlanta while he
has lived here.
Jackie Goodman, Loridans Drive — Native
Atlantan (fourth generation) who has lived on
Loridans Drive since 1980. Jackie has served on

various non-profit boards, including Atlanta Habitat
for Humanity for eight years; Genesis Shelter; Actor's
Express Theatre for many years, where she currently
serves on the Advisory Board; and The Fuller Center
for Housing, where she serves on both the
International and local boards. Jackie is Past
President of the North Buckhead Home and Garden
Club. She founded the Habitat for Humanity
Birdhouse ArtFest, formerly held at Lenox Square and
Phipps Plaza each year, and chaired it for its first five
years.
She has also held many volunteer leadership
positions with the High Museum of Art. Jackie is a
Founding Member of PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals). She has been a member of
NBCA for many years, formerly working on the social
committee and currently proofreading the newsletter.
She has been a residential Realtor/Broker for the past
23 years and is with Atlanta Communities Real
Estate. She attended Georgia State University.
Rebecca King, Stratford Road — Rebecca King has
lived in North Buckhead for the past ten years as a
resident of the Paramount Condominium. With a
degree in Special Education, Rebecca graduated from
the University of South Alabama. As a former
catastrophe claims adjuster, Rebecca started Cover
Your Assets, Inc., a personal property documentation
service, in 2005. She serves as its President.
Rebecca currently serves as the Buckhead Condo
Alliance’s member at large, Livable Buckhead’s
member at large serving on the fundraising
committee, the Old Ivy Park steering committee, the
Epilepsy Foundation of Georgia’s Secretary having
served for seven years, the Atlanta Alumnae
Panhellenic as Vice-President, having served for four
years and serves as an advisor for Chi Omega at
Mercer University. In the past, Rebecca also served
on Georgia Shakespeare’s Board of Directors for seven
years and the Paramount Condominium Board of
Directors for four years, serving as President twice.
Rebecca and her husband, Rick Nesbitt, have a sixyear-old daughter, Varena, who attends AIS.
Waldtraut “Walda” Lavroff (I ), Peachtree Road —
Member Emeritus of NBCA, lived on Carmain Drive
from 1968 to 2010, when she moved to Canterbury
Court Retirement Community on Peachtree
Road. She has been a member of NBCA since the
1970s. She is retired from Georgia State University
where she was an administrator and professor. She
holds an MBA in Business Management and a PhD in
Higher Education.
Walda is interested in maintaining our neighborhood
as a desirable area to live and work. She believes
that responsible, well-organized neighborhood
participation is essential in this process. Walda has
served on the NBCA Board since 1999. She was our
association’s representative to NPU-B from 2000
through 2006. She was elected Chair of NPU-B in
2003, and was re-elected in 2005 for a second
term. She has chaired NBCA’s Land Use/Zoning
Committee since 2002.
Lauren Panetta, Lakemoore Drive — is a native
Atlantan and moved to North Buckhead in the fall of
2015. She became a member of NBCA shortly
after. Lauren graduated from Georgia State with a
bachelor’s degree in Journalism. She has two
children and has worked as a Sales Executive for
leading technology companies throughout her career.
Lauren is currently with SAP, which has an office in
North Buckhead. Before moving to North Buckhead,
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she served on the Board of her Town Home
Community Association in Sandy Springs for seven
years. Lauren is also interested in maintaining our
neighborhood as a desirable area to live and work.
Adam Pollock (I ), Stovall Boulevard — Adam
lives with his wife Elizabeth and son Sean. Originally
from Montreal, Canada, Adam has lived most of his
life in Atlanta, having grown up in Dunwoody. Adam
attended high school in Buckhead at the Galloway
School and received his Bachelor of Business
Administration degree in Real Estate from the
University of Georgia in 2000. Adam owns
CastleHaven Construction, a residential remodeling
business, and is a member of the Sandy Springs
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).
Peter Rogers (I ), P ark Avenue — has lived at Park
Avenue since it opened in 2001 and became a
member of NBCA shortly thereafter. He has been a
professor of mechanical engineering at Georgia Tech
since 1983 and the Rae and Frank H. Neely Chair
from 1993 until his retirement in 2014. He has a
Bachelor’s degree in Physics from MIT and a PhD
from Brown. He has three children and six
grandchildren. He was a member of the Board of
Directors of the Park Avenue Condominium
Association and has been compiling the North
Buckhead Weekly Crime Reports for the NBCA.
Bob Young (I ), P inecrest Road — has lived on
Pinecrest Road for 44 years, is married, and has one
grown daughter. He is a licensed architect and
structural engineer, was a Professor of Architecture at
Georgia Tech and retired in 2004 after 25 years as
Corporate Architect for Georgia-Pacific. He was a
founding member of NPU-B and is a long-term
member of the Land Use/Zoning Committee of NBCA.
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NBCA Board Changes
We have had some transitions since our last
Annual Meeting and anticipate more in coming
months.
Carolyn Brown has left our NBCA board. I n
addition to her board position, she served on
the NBCA Membership Committee. She will
continue work on membership in the future.
We thank her for her board service.
Bob Young has served on N BCA ’s board
longer than any other current board member.
He retired this past year as NBCA Secretary, a
position he held for a number of years. We
appreciate his continuing service.
As listed in the bios to the left, we have three
new faces standing as candidates for election to
the NBCA Board: Rebecca King, Jackie
Goodman, and Lauren Panetta. W e
appreciate their interest in NBCA and trust that
their candidacy will be well received.

Lost Cats and Dogs
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. Please include
your contact information and a description of
the pet. Include a photo if possible. Please do
not use Gordon@nbca.org for lost/ found
pet reports (or anything else) — that email
account was deactivated years ago.
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Atlanta Bird Fest 2017
By Kelsey McKenna
Atlanta Audubon Society Intern



Atlanta Audubon Society will be holding the
Second Annual Atlanta Bird Fest from April 15 to
May 14. This month-long celebration of birds
and birding will feature five consecutive
weekends of events such as exclusive birding
field trips, workshops, presentations, and more.
Several of the events will take place at the
Atlanta Audubon Society office at the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve on Roswell Road.

April 22: Building Y our W ildlife
Sanctuary Workshop on April 22 to teach
homeowners and property managers how to
transform their property into a Wildlife
Sanctuary, to be followed by a Native Plant
Sale at the Blue Heron Nature Preserve;



April 22: An Evening w ith Author David
Haskell: The Songs of Trees Book Reading
and Signing on April 22 in partnership with
Chattahoochee Nature Center;



April 23: I D Y ourself – Difficult Bird IDs,
Spring Edition and eBird Workshops on April
23;



April 29: Nocturnal Birds at P ine Log
Wildlife Management Area, featuring early
morning birding to find nocturnal birds such
as owls, Whip-poor-will, and Chuck-will’swidow and to hear the chorus of breeding
and migratory birds on April 29;



May 4: Thirsty Thursday: Atlanta
Audubon will be the nonprofit beneficiary at
Three Taverns Brewery Decatur on May 4;



May 6: W ine & W arblers in North
Georgia on May 6; spend the morning
birding in the North Georgia mountains in
the restricted conversation area of Smithgall
Woods, followed by lunch and wine tasting
at Cottage Vineyards and a wine tasting at
Yonah Mountain Vineyards;



May 7: Behind-the-Scenes Tour of Zoo
Atlanta’s Avian Collection on May 7;



May 14: Celebrate the final day of
Atlanta Bird Fest 2017 and Atlanta-area
mothers. Join us for Mother’s Day Birding &
Historic Tour at Callanwolde Fine Arts Center
on May 14 with a tour of the 27,000 square
foot mansion and a stop at the historic Bath
House where participants can enjoy finger
foods and beverages.

2017 Atlanta Bird Fest Logo designed by David
Hale of LoveHawk Studios and featuring the
Wood Thrush.
Atlanta Bird Fest 2017 will offer something for
both the casual and serious bird and nature
enthusiast. Highlights of Atlanta Bird Fest will
include a variety of bird walks at locations
around the metro-area and others, including
Chattahoochee River National Recreational Area,
Newman Wetlands Center, Rolling Meadows
Family Farm, Sweetwater Creek State Park,
Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge, the Georgia
Coast, and other birding hotspots:




April 15: An Open House at the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve featuring a
performance by the Green Theatre Group,
National Audubon’s 2016 Photography
Awards, visits by ambassador animals from
AWARE Wildlife Center, and a nature
scavenger hunt through the Preserve on
April 15;
April 22 and 29 (two trips) : Birds &
Brunch at Serenbe: Join Nathan Farnau and
Adam Betuel on April 22 for a morning of
birding on the private trails of Serenbe,
followed by brunch at The Hil restaurant;

Proceeds from all events go toward supporting
Atlanta Audubon Society’s work to protect
Georgia’s birds and their habitats. Registration
for Atlanta Bird Fest will open to Atlanta
Audubon members on March 1 and to nonmembers on March 8. For a complete listing of
Atlanta Bird Fest events or to register, visit
www.atlantaaudubon.org/atlanta-bird-fest.
Atlanta Bird Fest 2017 is presented by Atlanta
Audubon Society, thanks to our generous
sponsors Cox Enterprises and Eagle Optics. For
more information on sponsorship opportunities,
please contact Michelle Hamner, Director of
Development, at michelle@atlantaaudubon.org.
The mission of Atlanta Audubon Society is to
protect Georgia’s birds and their habitats
through conservation, education, and advocacy.
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Blue Heron Nature Preserve Gets Grant for New Paths
By Carrie Bushman
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
Park Pride awarded the Blue Heron Nature
Preserve a $150,000 Legacy Grant to kick-start
the Preserve’s new Blueway Trail Initiative. This
grant program is funded by the Robert W.
Woodruff Foundation. Our grant, when matched
by donations, will bring the Blueway to life. Park
Pride has supported Blue Heron during its
formative years, providing funding for several
habitat restoration and improvement projects.
This grant award represents their continued
commitment as the Preserve grows.

Park Pride’s Legacy Grant will begin the
$500,000 fundraising effort to create the
Blueway. After the internal Blueway is
completed, subsequent phases will focus on
connecting the Preserve to nearby trail
destinations, beginning with Chastain Park and
PATH400 via a multi-use trailway.
"Park Pride is very excited to support this
project,” said Allison Barnett, Park Pride’s
Associate Director. “The expansion of the
Blueway will allow visitors into many previously
inaccessible areas of the preserve, and will also
provide important linkages to PATH 400 and
Chastain Park, creating a more connected
Buckhead for all Atlantans to enjoy.”
Park Pride’s Legacy Grant program supports City
of Atlanta public spaces to build capital
improvement projects. This grant provides
critical initial funding for the estimated
$500,000 project. A capital campaign is planned
for 2017 to raise the additional funds needed to
complete the project. Please donate at
bhnp.org/donate.html.

LNCP Awarded $75K Grant
By Elaine R. Goldberg
Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park
We are thrilled to announce that Park Pride has
once again demonstrated their support of our
neighborhood gem (Little Nancy Creek Park) by
awarding it a $75,000 Legacy Grant.
This is a matching grant that will be used to
complete and enhance the more passive, north
side of the creek and improve access to it.
Specifically this project will include:

“The Blueway initiative was born out of the
strategic plan we created with input from our
stakeholders, in which we identified our desire
to activate the park,” said Executive Director
Kevin McCauley. This initiative is known as a
Blueway because its system of trails follows the
course of the creeks that flow through the
Preserve. The nearly three miles of soft trails
will connect the various parts of the Preserve,
providing safe passage across streets and
creeks where needed. Blue Heron’s Blueway will
be marked by consistent design and materials
with wayfaring and interpretive signage to
improve navigability and learning. The trails will
be ADA accessible where possible, making an
outdoor experience in nature open to everyone.
“A Blueway trail will be a great way to get
people outdoors, not only for recreation but also
for interpretive information and ongoing
education for all ages,” said McCauley. The trails
lead past four Field Education Centers
highlighting the habitats at the Preserve, with
education resources to inform and inspire.

 Natural habitat restoration
 Improved parking
 Bench swings
 Small pavilion
 A central stepping stone bridge
The total scope of the project will cost
$150,000. Ed Castro Landscape has been
selected to implement it.
The LNCP Legacy Club has been created to
raise the $75,000 needed to secure
the Legacy Grant. This special group of donors
who contribute $2500 or more will be
memorialized in the park on a bronze plaque
similar to the Founders Club plaque currently on
display next to the entrance to the playground.
The Legacy Club is currently 50% subscribed!
Your donation will help us secure the grant to
finish these additions to the park and
memorialize your donation in the name of your
choice. Donations in honor of your children,
grandchildren, a loved one, or in your own
name, will create a legacy to those you love and
our very special Little Nancy Creek Park.
Please contact Christy Roberts at
marobe100@yahoo.com or Joe Cronk at
jcronk@alvarezandmarsal.com to join the
Legacy Club, donate or ask questions.
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Amphibian Foundation Now in North Buckhead—continued
(Continued from page 1)

to the global amphibian extinction crisis. They
are headquartered in Buckhead at the Blue
Heron Nature Preserve. Led by biologist Mark
Mandica, former Amphibian Conservation
Coordinator for the Atlanta Botanical Garden,
the Amphibian Foundation aims to conserve
amphibians and their ecosystems and to protect
one of the most sensitive and diverse groups of
animals for the benefit of wildlife biodiversity,
humanity, and the environment.
Current research estimates that more than 38
percent of the world’s amphibian populations
are in decline or already extinct (source: IUCN
Redlist). The Amphibian Foundation will bring
together top researchers in the field of
amphibian biology, conservation, and applied
science to address the causes of global
amphibian declines. The Foundation will also
develop conservation programs to reverse
declines at the species level.
Working with federal agencies such as the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the U.S.
Geologic Survey (USGS,) the Amphibian
Foundation is the only agency authorized to
work with certain highly sensitive amphibians
which are at imminent risk of extinction. “We
are thrilled to be partnering with such a
talented, dedicated, and professional group, and
are looking forward to working with the
Amphibian Foundation toward making some real
progress for saving amphibians,” reported
Harold Mitchell, Ecologist with USFWS.

Mark Mandica, founder of the Amphibian Foundation,
holds a Scarlet King Snake found during a survey at
Ft. Stewart, near Hinesville, Georgia.

The Foundation is equipped with two state-ofthe-art research labs, plus the Metamorphosis
Meadow, a private, outdoor area that holds
dozens of mesocosms (outdoor systems that
allow examination of the natural environment
under controlled conditions) where native U.S.
species will be bred.
The Amphibian Foundation also has a strong
educational component targeted toward
elementary through high school age students.
“It’s so much harder to simply find a frog
outside than it was when I was a child,” says
Mark Mandica, Executive Director of the
Amphibian Foundation. “I believe that, above
all, children are the greatest weapon we have
against further amphibian declines, and I am
excited to share my passion and enthusiasm for
amphibians with them.” The Amphibian
Foundation offers a “Critter Camp” at Blue
Heron Nature Preserve, which is a safe, handson, week-long exploration into the world of
reptiles and amphibians (crittercamp.org).
How you can help
As a newly formed non-profit, The Amphibian
Foundation and its conservation initiatives are in
need of funding. One way to support the
foundation is to become a member. The
foundation is also actively seeking partnerships
through corporate sponsorships and grants from
companies with environmental concerns, and is
also looking to get involved in conservation and
restoration efforts. You can volunteer your time
with the foundation as there is a lot of work to
be done. One of the foundation’s goals is to
connect the community with conservation and
the wonderful biodiversity of amphibians native
to the southeastern United States. The
Amphibian Foundation’s website also outlines
ways to support your local amphibian
community through projects like making your
yard more “amphibian friendly”.
For more information, visit
www.amphibianfoundation.org.
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Almost There! Sidewalks Nearing
Little Nancy Creek Park
By Mandy LeCompte
Friends of Little Nancy Creek Park
I hope you were excited as I was to see the
recent progress being made installing sidewalks
along the west side of Peachtree Dunwoody!
We are now only in need of sidewalks in front of
the new house bordering the south end of Little
Nancy Creek Park (LNCP) to provide
uninterrupted walking connectivity from Stovall
Boulevard. To the north of the park, we are still
in need of sidewalks in front of four houses to
provide walking access to LNCP from North
Stratford Road.
Little Nancy Creek Park was established in 2007
— can you believe that was ten years ago?! —
and we STILL don’t have uninterrupted sidewalk
access from our own neighborhood to a park
located within that same neighborhood.
Currently, if you want to get to the park, you
are forced to drive. Otherwise, you are at the
mercy of the speeding cars as you navigate
crossing Peachtree Dunwoody TWICE on foot,
hoping drivers pay attention to the flashing
crosswalk signal at Winall Down.
A HUGE THANK YOU to the tireless efforts of
City Councilman Howard Shook, District 7, and

Sally Silver of the Council District 7 Office, who
have been working with local builders to create
needed sidewalks along Peachtree Dunwoody so
we can ultimately walk to our park. The process
is described in Howard Shook’s article below.
Happily, we really are making progress and
some day soon the park will have sidewalk
connectivity to the neighborhood. In the
meantime, stop by LNCP however you can get
there safely. We are in the process of making
additional improvements to the park. Read
about this planned work in the article on page 7,
“LNCP Awarded $75K Grant”. Then, visit our
website, littlenancycreekpark.org, to learn even
more about the Legacy Club and Grant and
consider making a donation to help fund
improvements at your neighborhood park!

How New Subdivisions Help Get Sidewalks To Our Parks
By Howard Shook
City Councilmember, District 7
Many wonder about the process used to build
the sidewalk segments needed along the west
side of Peachtree Dunwoody Road to connect
Little Nancy Creek Park with Stovall Boulevard
and North Stratford Road.
In a perfect world, all of the gaps would have
been filled at once; but because of the scarcity
of dollars available to pour new sidewalks and
mend old ones, another strategy had to be
found. The sidewalk segments that are
appearing on Peachtree Dunwoody come
courtesy of Atlanta's subdivision regulations.
These require that as one or more lots are
assembled and subdivided, the project must
include the installation of a sidewalk covering
the project's frontage. In cases where such a
sidewalk segment results in an isolated
“sidewalk to nowhere” or is otherwise not
critical, City Council Members can legislatively
transfer the developer's sidewalk dollars to a
needed location (such as one more safely
connecting residents with parks and schools).

Join/Pay NBCA Dues Online
To pay dues and/or make donations, simply go
to www.nbca.org/dues.htm.

Given the desire to install as much as possible
as quickly as possible, and because of the rise in
the cost of labor and construction materials, the
decision was made to apply unwanted
subdivision sidewalk funds as they became
available rather than wait to accrue the total
needed amount. When subdivisions are
developed, the lengths of sidewalks made
available for relocation rarely match the gaps
needing sidewalks. So, different segments are
installed in gaps of matching length, which
explains why some blocks have gotten them
before others.
In this way, we, have reduced the remaining
gaps to several hundred feet. At the current
pace, these gaps could be filled by year's end
and neighbors from much of North Buckhead
will be able to walk safely to Little Nancy Creek
Park.

NBCA Standing Meetings
(NBCA meetings are open to the public)

Board — 6:30 pm, 4th Monday of month except March, Nov., and Dec., Room S-103,
Wieuca Road Baptist Church. March meeting:
the Annual Meeting. Joint Nov./Dec.: Dec. 4,
2017.
Land Use/Zoning — 6:30 pm, 3rd Monday,
Room S-103, Wieuca Road Baptist Church.
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MWC—Cont.
make the site safer by opening up sight-lines
into the area and cleaning up the tons of
illegally dumped trash and debris. Since then,
FoMWC has organized dozens of major
community volunteer clean-up days that have
often been attended by 50 to 200 people. These
clean-ups have dramatically opened up the area
and removed more than ten tons of trash and
debris, but most importantly, they transformed
the area into a neighborhood-friendly
destination.
$100,000 Matching Grant Challenge from
Park Pride

(Continued from page 1)

have the funding to develop or maintain it as a
park. Friends of MWC (FoMWC) helps maintain
the park as well as raise funds for all park
improvements. FoMWC was formed to ensure
the greenspace is developed in accordance with
the needs and interests of this neighborhood.
Mountain Way Common is a part of the planned
PATH400 trail being developed by Livable
Buckhead.
FoMWC’s precursor was formed in response to a
violent assault on a neighborhood jogger at the
site in December 2008. The initial goal was to

Jackie Goodman
404-844-4977 (office)
404-966-9220 (cell)
JackieGoodRealtor@gmail.com
www.JackieGoodman.com
Realtor/Associate Broker
Resident of Loridans Drive since 1980
Office address: 1801 Peachtree St. NE, Atlanta 30309

Native Atlantan, 4th Generation

“Let my energy, enthusiasm, and
love of North Buckhead work for you!”
-- Representing Buyers and Sellers since 1994 --

Park Pride has extended MWC a $100,000
challenge grant. Our receiving of the $100,000
is contingent only upon us raising a matching
amount ($100,000) through donations.
Opportunities like this to improve our
neighborhood and increase our home values do
not come by often. The park will also be an
integral part of PATH400 providing an access
point, and hopefully at some date a water stop
and restrooms. Now is the time to act. And we
are close! Less than $12,500 separates us
from fully receiving this grant. Can you
help by donating $25 or more? Credit card
donations can be made online at
www.montainwaycommon.org (select DONATE
NOW). Or you can send a check made payable
to “Livable Buckhead”, with Mountain Way
Common in the memo line, to Livable Buckhead
at 3340 Peachtree Road #1640, Atlanta, GA
30326. All donations are tax deductible.
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Land Use and Zoning
By Walda Lavroff
Chair, NBCA Land Use and Zoning Committee
For October 2016, we received no applications
for review and we did not hold a meeting that
month.
During the November meeting we reviewed :
V-16-288; 4077 Statewood Road: Here
the owner sought to reduce the northern side
yard setback from the required ten foot
setback to 8.5 feet.
We found that this existing home had
recently suffered considerable damage from a
large tree falling on it. The owner sought to
repair the damage and to expand his house
slightly into the side yard setback.
Surrounding neighbors supported this
request. Our committee saw no detrimental
effect arising if the 1.5 foot setback were
granted. We recommended approval.
V-16-299; 4007 Whittington Drive:
Applicant Stephan Kwan of Loudermilk
Homes, the developer of this property,
sought to exceed the maximum width
allowed for a driveway from 20 feet to 31.1
feet to allow a parking bay in the required
front yard. The design and placement of the
house is consistent with neighboring homes
and topography precluded rear-or side entry
garages. The proposed apron-driveway
would allow maneuverability for ingress/
egress to a busy street. The applicant
provided letters of support from surrounding
property owners. We voted to recommend
approval.
SD 16-026; 3757 Peachtree Dunwoody
Road: This w as a “courtesy presentation”,
since the property is located on the east
(Brookhaven) side of Peachtree Dunwoody.
We found that the agent for owner KC
Investment Group seeks to divide this
property into two lots. We did not think this
plan to be unreasonable.
During the December meeting we reviewed:
U-16-032; 4055 Roswell Road: Little
DaVinci International School is currently
located in North Buckhead and wants to
expand across Roswell Road into property in
the Chastain Park neighborhood.
For the expansion, Little DaVinci seeks a
“use permit” to use the existing facilities of
Buckhead Baptist Church for some of its
classes. This location had been used by
another school which recently vacated.
Hence, there were no changes required to
the property. For maximum safety, parking
as well as student drop-off and pick-up is
planned to occur in the rear of the church
property. We found this application to be
very carefully prepared. Our committee
suggested that our approval be conditioned
on a limit of 200 students, to which the
applicant agreed.

Z-16-092; 4609 Wieuca Road: Zoned R LC-C (Residential, Limited Commercial). The
owner, represented by attorney Nathan
Hendrix, seeks to change the currently
restricted use of his property from “Law
Offices Only” to “Offices and Specialty
Shops”. The Zoning R-LC-C would remain as
is. Our committee found the request to be
reasonable. We made the following
suggestions to which applicant agreed: a)
Use of the property is limited to the existing
structure; b) The property shall contain NO
neon signage window signs.
During our January 2017 Committee meeting
we reviewed:
V-16-327; 4141 North Stratford Road:
The owner, represented by Nina Gentry,
seeks (per City Referral Certificate) “to
reduce the required eastern side yard
setback from 10 feet to 5 feet 7 inches for a
second story addition to a single family
dwelling”.
We found that the planned addition to this
house will merely add a second floor to an
existing first floor intrusion into the side yard
set-back. This plan did not indicate
“additional intrusion”. The adjoining home
does not have windows on the side toward
the planned second story addition. The
owner of that adjoining home submitted a
letter of support. Our Committee
recommended approval.
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PATH400 Update
By Denise Starling
Executive Director, Livable Buckhead
Just three years after breaking ground,
PATH400 is more than halfway complete!
There are now 2.5 miles of trail officially
open to the public including the two newest
segments — one between Sidney Marcus
Drive and Miami Circle, the other between
Old Ivy Road and Wieuca Road. (Of course,
many North Buckhead residents have been
enjoying the Old Ivy to Wieuca section since
concrete was poured in the late fall.) We
have also recently completed an extension
taking the Old Ivy to Wieuca Road segment
across the GA 400 highway bridge to
provide a better connection to Sarah Smith
Intermediate campus. It may not seem like
much, but every foot we add gets us closer
to getting it done and this one gets it ready
for kids to walk and bike to school in the
spring.
While we’re proud of our progress, you
know by now that we are a very impatient
bunch and our goal is to have dirt flying
constantly on PATH400. So, of course, we
are on to building the next part — from
Sidney Marcus to connect with the Gordon
Bynum pedestrian bridge that leads to
Lenox Square. After four very long years,
the land transfer agreements are finally in

place and we have gotten underway. But
what does "underway" mean? Well, it will
start off a little slowly. If you look closely
from the highway, you might spot some pink
flags marking the centerline of the new trail.
You will soon see some initial clearing done
to allow our crews to get in to do some
additional soil studies to confirm our
structural designs and make any
modifications we might need. Once we get
those studies — we will take a few weeks to
finalize any redesign needed and then you
will begin to see some construction activity.
Yet another partner has come into the
PATH400 circle of friends... Camden
Development. As part of developing their
new project in Buckhead's west village,
Camden is satisfying the City of Atlanta's
tree recompense requirements by donating
300 caliper inches of trees to PATH400! The
trees will be incorporated into the part of the
trail that recently opened between Sidney
Marcus and Miami Circle, adding those
finishing touches to make this section pretty.
This section will also soon include raised
garden beds. Our PATH400 neighbors at the
Marion Highrise are avid gardeners and have
taken over every spot of land they can find

Weekend PATH400 Parking
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PATH400—Continued
(Continued from page 12)

to grow their garden plants including
cabbage, kale and many other things. We
thought this was a great feature of the local
community and decided to take it a step
further by creating PATH400's very own
garden and orchard in this area. We have
partnered with the City's urban agriculture
expert to bring in designer Chris McDowell
who works with reclaimed lumber to create
works of garden art. Make plans to visit that
section of PATH400 this spring to see
what’s growing.

You probably know Livable Buckhead is
leading the fundraising effort to complete
PATH400. We will raise $9 million to keep
the dirt flying and complete the remaining
two miles of construction in 2018. Please
spread the word — every donation brings us
closer and helps show grant makers and
corporate partners that the community
supports this project! You can find out more
about the campaign on our website —
livablebuckhead.org/capitalcampaign.
Last but not least, check out the new
PATH400 website —
www.PATH400greenway.org. It’s a great
source of information about the trail and
upcoming events we have planned.
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2016 NBCA Financials
By Dieter Franz
NBCA Treasurer
The North Buckhead Civic Association is
financially healthy. We operated at a surplus of
$4,349 in 2016 and had a cash balance of
$26,712 at year end. The positive financial
results are mainly due to the fact that we
increased dues in late 2015, and we had no
special program expenses as we had in 2014
and 2015 with the preparation of a master plan.
Having a good cash balance at the beginning of
the year lets us deal with expenses in slow
revenue parts of the year, and prepares NBCA
to respond decisively should a significant threat
to the neighborhood arise. For example, some
years ago we had to hire a top land-use
attorney to argue a critical neighborhood land
use case in the Georgia Supreme Court. While
we won a “landslide” four-to-three verdict that
time, who knows what challenges we will face in
the future?
Our revenues in 2016 amounted to $49,678,
with the majority being from membership dues,
and Christmas Tree Sale and Newsletter Ads
being second and third respectively. Expenses
amounted to $45,329, with the largest expense
being for the newsletter.
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NBCA’s Email Updates Provide News & Help Lost Pets
This newsletter is published only four times a
year, but neighborhood news happens more often, sometimes so fast we can’t cover it here.

Please do not use Gordon@nbca.org — that email
account was deactivated years ago. An amazing
number of people try to use it — it doesn’t work.

Each NBCA email’s subject line lists the contents
so recipients can (and we hope, do) skip emails
about topics they don’t care about. What does
our email look like? See the example at the
right.
NBCA has 2,200+ addresses on its email list.
Our typical 55% “open rate” means that NBCA
emails are read. Join our list at www.nbca.org
or email us at NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com.
NBCA membership is not required. It’s free for
everyone.
If you lose a pet or find one, send an email to
NorthBuckhead@yahoo.com. We generally do
not repeat items posted on Nextdoor, so if you
want to reach NBCA’s list, send an email to
NBCA. Please include (1) a description of the
pet, (2) your contact information, and (3) a
photo of the pet, if you have one.

NBCA Officers, Board, Staff
NBCA Officers
President Gordon Certain
Vice Pres. Robert Sarkissian
Secretary Open
Treasurer Dieter Franz
NBCA Board
Andrea Bennett
Michelle Carver
Gordon Certain
Rita Christopher
Dieter Franz
Waldtraut Lavroff
Adam Pollock
Pete Rogers
Robert Sarkissian
Bob Young

andrea0599@gmail.com
michelle.carver@comcast.net
NorthBuckhead @yahoo.com
ritachristopher @bellsouth.net
cdfranz@comcast.net
waldalavroff@gmail.com
castlehaven@bellsouth.net
petali @comcast.net
oversark @bellsouth.net
youngebh@comcast.net

Beautification
Liaison
Rita Christopher
Kevin McCauley
Kim McCauley
Christmas Tree Sale
Liaison
Robert Sarkissian
Code Enforcement
Liaison
Open
Crime Reporting
Liaison
Peter Rogers
Land Use and Zoning
Chair
Walda Lavroff
Vice Chair Andrea Bennett
Membership
Liaison
Gordon Certain
Carolyn Brown
New Neighbor Greeting
Liaison
Rita Christopher
Lauren Panetta

404-231-4130
404-579-7127
404-231-1192
404-237-5878
404-261-8697
678-686-4575
404-233-1706
404-239-9004
404-504-9444
404-255-1315

Newsletter
Editor
Gordon Certain
Assoc. Ed. Sue Certain
Proofing Jackie Goodman
NPU-B Representative
NPU-B Chair Andrea Bennett
Pedestrian (Sidewalk)
Liaison
Peter Rogers
Social/Special Events
Liaison
Adam Pollock
Traffic
Liaison
Robert Sarkissian
Volunteer Coordinator
Liaison
Open
Online Services
NBCA
Gordon Certain
Zoning
Andrea Bennett
Facebook Sue Certain
Jackie Goodman
Tessa Turner

NBCA is a 501(c)(4) Georgia Non-profit Corporation.

Above: Parts of a recent NBCA email.
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Area Businesses Support NBCA
These businesses support your neighborhood association with their
NBCA business memberships. Please support them.
Atlanta Audubon Society ww.atlantaaudubon.org

Kazoo Toys

Blue Heron Nature Preserve

Park Avenue Condo Association

Buckhead Coalition

www.bhnp.org

3340 Peachtree Road#560

Buckhead Grand Condos

3338 Peachtree Rd
2000 Cheshire Bridge Rd

Café Vendôme

www.CafeVendome.com

DL Crawford, Assoc., Inc.

3596 N Stratford Rd

Diazo Specialty Printing 3872 Roswell Road #A8
Laura Dew, Realtor-Atl. Fine Homes 404-974-4372
DWHInteriors.com
Rand Fisher, Realtor

3718 Roswell Road

Park Avenue Condo Assn.

750 Park Ave

750 Park Avenue

Park Regency Condo Assn. 700 Park Regency Pl
Piccadilly Puppets

404-636-0022

Pope and Land

www.popeandland.com

Private Bank of Buckhead 3565 Piedmont Rd#210
Realtors, *The Hinsons *
Regent Partners

404-231-1113

www.regentpartners.com

rand.fisher@evusa.com

Eclipse Fitness Studio

295 W Wieuca Road

Goodyear of Buckhead

3830 Roswell Road

Jones & Kolb, CPAs

Selig Enterprises, Inc.
Jennifer Sherrouse, Realtor

www.jennifersherrouse.com

404-262-7920

Can you think of another way to get visibility for your area business for so little money? Businesses, join
NBCA and get listed here. Send $100 (non-profits, $50) with the coupon below or join online.

NORTH BUCKHEAD CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP
Join
Renew
Pay Online at www.nbca.org/dues.htm

Or Mail to: NBCA, PO Box 420391, Atlanta, GA 30342
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________
Please print carefully

Address ____________________________________________________
_________
Email #1 ______________________________________

Date ____________________

Year you came to N orth Buckhead

Email #2 _______________________________________

Join our email list. Please print very carefully so you will received NBCA’s Emails Updates.

Phone (Home) _______________________

Cell #1 ______________________

Cell #2 ______________________

Able to Help North Buckhead?
Christmas Tree Sale

Parks / Playgrounds

Code Enforcement

Security

(Eyesore Resolution)

Landscaping / Streetscape
Legal/Professional Services
Membership

Houses

Pay By Mail
Dues: $50/ year—Business $100
One year

Sidewalks / Crosswalks
(for NBCA)

Condos

Business

Neighborhood Cleanup Projects

Social Events

$______

Legal Fund

$______

Greenspace

$______

Master Plan / General Fund

$______

Stuff Envelopes
Traffic
Web site / Facebook

New Neighbor Greeting

Zoning/Land Use

One-time, quick volunteer jobs

Other ________________

$______

Park Landscaping

(Fall Fling & etc.)

Neighborhood History and Art

Two years $90/ Bus $200

Optional donations:

Total Check Amount

$______

Make check payable to NBCA

Comments, skills, interests, questions:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NBCA is a 501(C)(4) Georgia Non-profit Corporation.
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North Buckhead
Civic Association
PO Box 420391
Atlanta, GA 30342

Please Deliver
By March 10

Need to park to visit PATH400?

Where to park? The Prominence in Buckhead (3475 Piedmont Rd,
NE), thanks to the generosity of Crocker Partners. Trail users are
welcome to park for free in the secure covered garage during trail
hours only (dawn to dusk). The Prominence in Buckhead is located
immediately adjacent to PATH400, just off GA 400’s Lenox Road exit.
When entering the garage pull a visitor’s ticket. When exiting, use
the visitor’s exit and tell the attendant you are a PATH400 patron.
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